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Hail! World Champion 


It is with the greatest of pleasure that we hail the new 
World Champion, James Hunt. It seems hardly eleven 
months ago that he gave the Hesketh its last run at 
Thruxton while his former team patron, Lord Hesketh 


. stood by disconsolately. Since then, nobody can have failed 
to notice that a British driver was back in contention for the 


racing world’s most coveted title. Hunt’s on-and off-track 
exploits have been extensively recorded in the media. There 
were few people in this country who didn’t know that 
Britain wasn’t going totally down the drain, and that one 
man was about to give Britain something to cheer about. 

Alexander Hesketh’s choice of a driver was a strange one 
at the time. James Hunt had earned the title ‘Hunt-the- 
Shunt’ in Formula Three but he soon shrugged off that tag, 
and soon reflected glory rubbed off on the British motor in- 
dustry as the Hesketh effort came closer and closer to 
victory which it finally attained in Holland last year. | 

And Alexander Hesketh’s effort was for patriotic 
motives. The fruits of that patriotism have ripened just 
eleven months after he pulled out of racing. The media has 
covered Hunt’s activities far and wide and responded 
magnificently to the impending battle in Japan, and to the 
subsequent result. a é 

Hunt was a genuine product of British racing. He rose 
through Minis and Formula Ford to Formula Three and 
thence to Formula One. It’s time for other team managers 
to take the plunge and invest a little in Britain where there 
is a vast amount of untapped talent waiting for an oppor- 
tunity such as the one that came the way of James Hunt. 
They prove their worth weekend in and weekend out in 
British racing. Their devotion to the sport doesn’t come in 
pounds and bought drives, it comes in sweat and blood, 
early mornings at practice, and late nights of preperer ae 
In most cases, their only stumbling block is lack of finance. 
But that doesn’t devalue the spirit and consequent 
determination to do well. 

James Hunt was a Enya of this country, of racing in 
this country, and now he’s given his country a World Cham- 
pionship. There’s no doubt that we all applaud his relentless 
pursuit of the World Championship, as we do that of his 
rival, Niki Lauda. Through no end of complication, contro- 
versy, disheartening disappointment, and in Lauda’s case, 
personal harm that threatened his life, they’ve fought a 
hard battle for the World Championship. We applaud them 
both, but especially James Hunt for sticking Britain, 
British racing and British racing drivers firmly on the map. 


next week 


Who'll take the final round of the Castrol/Autosport rally champion- 
ship? Full report next week — A frank interview with Britain's top 
lady racing driver, Divina Galica — Full report of the exciting 
Pads ARC finals — Profile of the European Formula Three 
champion* 


Last Sunday, James Hunt became the World Champion by finishin 
third in oe oo oe ee ores oma de enteine gen. w 
surprises a isa ntments; Pete Lyons’ report s on pa 
ten. Photo: David Winter. 3 


“These tems were correct at the time of going to press. 


——————— EEE 
Is Emerson Fittipaldi {Kojima want |1977 date 


Thee seems to be some political 
@erest within the Copersucar Fitti- 
i Grand Prix team, according to 
Serres in Brazilian newspapers. 
Apparently the Brazilian sports 
wrmers have suggested that Coper- 
secer should not allow “their best 
Giver” to persevere with “an 
GReompetitive car” and _ their 
: sponsorship money would be best 
| t elsewhere by “‘buying”’ the ex- 
_ World Champion into another Grand 
Now if that became the case, we 
could almost guarantee that Bernie 
Ecclestone and Max Mosley would 
be falling over themselves rushing to 
dial Sao Paulo 211.02....! 
One must remember that the Fitti- 
paldi team have employed the 
services of former Lotus and Ensign 
designer Dave Baldwin to pencil up a 
brand new car for them. Contrary to 


n the Fl market? 


reports in a recent issue, Richard 
Divila, designer of the last two Fitti- 
paldi Grand Prix cars, hasn’t 
anything to do with the new design. 

We spoke to Divila recently who 
said that the team didn’t expect to 
see the new design running until 
next year’s Spanish Grand Prix. In 
the meantime they would run two 
cars in the Argentinian and Brazilian 
Grands Prix for Emerson and Ingo 
Hoffmann ‘as it wouldn’t be diffi- 
cult in running two cars on home 
ground’. 

However, if Fittipaldi and Coper- 
sucar feel they deserve somethin 
better for the forthcoming South 
American races, one may well see 
{and who’d blame them) men like 
Ecclestone and Mosley offering 
Emerson a chassis for the first five 
Grands Prix of next year, certainly 
until the new car is ready. 


Tarmac tension moun 


_Although James Hunt has already 
‘won this year’s Tarmac British 
_Racing Championship and the juicy 
£2000 first prize that goes with it, 
there’s a tremendous battle taking 
place as to who gets the runners-up 
'slot for that, in itself, is worth a 
_ useful £500. 
The men involved are Australian 
_tfand Commonwealth) Grand Prix/- 
Formula 5000 ace Alan Jones and 
ShellSport 5000 champion David 
Purley. By virtue of finishing fourth 
in the Japanese Grand Prix last 
Sunday, together with a fourth place 
in the F5000 race at Riverside the 
week before, Jones has moved into 
second Bac and there’s one race left 
from which either he, or Purley, can 
score further points. That’s at 
Brands Hatch on November 7 when 
the fmal round of the ShellSport 
5000 series takes place. 

Explaining the situation, each 
competitor can only score on the ten 
best results in each category. Purley 
has already started dropping points 
because he has concentrated solely 
on the ShellSport series this year. 
Jones, on the other hand, has 
combined both Formula 1 and 5000 
on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. 
Jones, unlike Purley, has yet to drop 
points and, at the moment, is 13 
points ahead of Purley. | 

Now in order to overtake Jones, 
Purley must win the final race at 
Brands (worth 20 points) and take 
the fastest lap (2 pts) because out of 
that, he has to drop a further 8 
ene. If he does so, then he’ll over- 

ul Jones by a single point. 

Jones has been informed of this 
and is naturally anxious to find a 

suitable car for the Brands Hatch 
race. We spoke to him on Tuesday 
afternoon and_ explained the 
situation. Was he interested in 
racing at Brands now? “You bet I 
am.” said the Australian, ‘Although 
in what, I don’t know.” So here we 
have a man looking for a suitable car. 

We told him that all he had to do 
was to finish at least ninth to get the 
two points which would put him out 
of Purley’s reach as there was ever 
chance David might run away wit 
the race, and get fastest lap, despite 
his poor showing at Brands last 
weekend. 

_ While talking with Jones, we men- 
| tioned the chances of him doing 
_ Formula 5000 in the States next year 
| Howev 


with Cari Hees er, 


artis — 


Alan Jones (ai ove) wants to protect 
his £500 from David Purley (below) 


.who has to win and get fastest lap at 


Brands next w 


remarked that he’d dearly like to 
stay with the Teddy Yip/Sid Taylor 
Theodore Racing team because he 
felt, now that they have a pair of 
Lola T332Cs and five good, strong 


engines, they’d have every chance of’ 


doing well next season. “Apart from 
that” said Jones, “‘they’re a great 
team to be-with socially and, as far 
as I’m concerned, it’s important to 
have good morale in any team and 
Theodore Racing certainly have 
that.”’ 


@ Tarmac British Racing Championship (leading 
positions): 1, James Hunt, 356* (394) pts; 2, Alan 


Jones, 176; 3, David Purley, 163* (172); 4, John | 


Watson, 142; 5, Vern Schuppan, 130 pts, etc. 
*best 10 — James Hunt is unconfirmed 
winner. 


to continue 


The Kojima Engineering team, 
which made such an impact at Fuji, 
will do the first few Grands Prix of 


1977, probably Argentina, Brazil, 


Long Beach and Japan. If all goes 
well they plan to do a full season 
with Masahiro Hasemi driving and a 
Japanese sponsor. 

The car, designed by former Maki 
designer Maso Ono, is beautifully 
constructed and clearly works, even 
if it did have the advantage of 
specially developed Dunlop Japan 
tyres. In many ways, it is advanced 
in engineering detail and immensely 
strong. 

The Maki was just awful, designed 
‘by Kenji Mimura. We understand 
that Kojima and Ono are hoping to 
‘prove their new chassis because they 
have been promised the Honda 3- 
litre engine which they claim gives 
500bhp. Our reporters are uncertain 
whether this is V12 (John Surtees) or 
air-cooled V8 (Jo Schlesser) unit. 


Show of 
Strength © 


At the Japanese Grand Prix last. 


weekend, the Organisers Association 
(the $100,000 Club?) announced that 
“In order to stabilise and strengthen 
the World Championship for Drivers 
of the FIA, a group of national sport- 
ing authorities and organizers of F-1 
Grands Prix have come to a formal 
agreement on October 12th, 1976, in 
Paris, to seek jointly: a solution to 
obtain the entry of F-1 competitors, 
a positive climate for automobile 
competition, and the quality of 
racing spectacle to which the public 
and the press are entitled. 

“A proposal will be communicated 
to F-1 competitors in the middle of 
November with the objective of 
securing the following guarantees. 

a, The respect of the spirit and terms 
of the three-year accord reached at 
the Brussels meeting of November 
15th, 1975, held under the aegis of 
the CSI. 

b, The nor-interference from pres- 
sure groups in the organizing and 
sporting direction of F-1 events. 

c, the strict adherence to the sport- 
ing regulations which have been 
enacted after consultation with all 
parties concerned. 

“Simultaneously this propose will 
also be discussed with the F-1 team 
sponsors and drivers.” 


@Jacques Laffite will be driving 
Hans Binder’s ex-works F2 Chevron- 
BMW B35 under the colours of Fred 
Opert at the forthcoming JAF 
Grand Prix at the Suzuka circuit on 
November 7, the fifth and final 
round of the 1976 Japanese Drivers’ 
Championship for F2 cars. Apart 
from the European drivers who we 
mentioned were competing last 
week, they will have to contend with 
strong local opposition and it will be 
interesting to see how Masahiro 
Hasemi (March-BMW 742), Noritake 
Takahara and Kazuyoshi (Nova- 
BMW 512s) fare, especially after 
their excellent perforniances in last 
Sunday’s Japanese Grand Prix. 


@ Although he extensively damaged 


his F5000 March-Ford GA V6 at. 
Brands Hatch last weekend, we > 
gather that Val Musetti wants to fit _ 
a Cosworth Ford DFV engine into } 


the back of the chassis for next 
/season which, according to Maurice 
Gomm, can be repaired. 


| Sunday was 


-years 


ammendment 


Listed below are some changes to the 
dates of international events which 
we published a few weeks ago. They 
are: 

Formula 1: Long Beach Grand 
Prix (April 3); Japanese Grand Prix 
(April 17); Canadian Grand Prix 
(October 2); American Grand Prix 
(East), (October 9) and of course, the 
British Grand Prix at Silverstone on 
July 16. - : 

ormula 2: Estoril (not August 7 
but October 2). 

Formula 3: Nurburgring (not April 

3 but March 27); Imola (not May 22 


but May 29); Silverstone (now 
August 29) and Jarama (now 
September 18). 


European Touring Car series: no 
i at Spa but Zolder (on September. 


Two-car F3 
Unipart team 


Although Tony Dron ended Uni- 
part’s first season of Formula 3 
racing by inverting his March-Dolo- 
mite 763 during the Brands F3 race 
last Sunday, we understand that the 
company are anxious to make a con- 
certed two-car team effort in 
Formula 3 next year. 

Apart from the lanky Dron, whose 
sultry looks have turned many a 
marshal’s eye, who is staying the 
course, the team had hoped to use 
their existing March to carry out a 
test day with the drivers they have 
in mind. Now it looks as if that won’t 
happen. Although Unipart have 
backed two cars this season, the 
latter being Dick Parsons in the one- 
off Anson towards the end of the 
year, it is unlikely that this deal will 
continue into 1977. 


Reason why 


A notable absentee from the Shell- 
Sport 5000 race at Brands Hatch last 
American Eddie 
Cheever in his Formula 2 Ralt-Hart 
RT1. Apparently Eddie had in- 
tended to compete at the race but 
when he discovered that it was being 
staged on the full Grand Prix circuit 
at the last minute, the Project Four - 
team decided that it wouldn’t be 
worth making the effort as, at the 
Bank Holiday meeting, they 
wouldn’t stand much of a chance at 
winning overall, “and they’re right” 
said Brian Henton, who was driving 
Brian Lewis’s F2 Boxer in the same 
event. Mind you, Cheever’s team has 
threatened to be at the Brands 
“Tribute to James Hunt” ShellSport 
5000 meeting next week as that’s on 
the short circuit. 


@ Need help in acquiring a sponsor? 
Then contact Jonathan Gee of Power 
Promotions & PR. Gee has over six 
experience of handling 
sponsorship and he is offering con- 
sultancy advice on sponsorship to 
drivers, teams and sponsors, along 
with full promotional back-up 
services. He can be contacted at 
Wokingham (STD: 0734) 780626 at 
anytime. 


@ We gather that the brand new 
Hesketh Grand Prix car, currently 
still in its design stage, is the work of 
Nigel Stroud, who’s been with the 
team since its early Fl days, ad 
Frank Dernie. 


EOE EE EEO EE — a ee 


Donington’s 
1977 dates 


Donington Park is pleased to 
announce that following the recent 
granting of planning permission for 
the recommencement of racing at the 
circuit, it has come to an agreement 
with Britain’s three leading motor 
racing clubs, the British Racin 
Drivers’ Club (BRDC), the Britist 
Racing and Sports Car Club 
(BRSCC) and the British Automobile 
Racing Club (BARC) to organise its 
Major meetings in 1977. 

Twelve dates have been reserved. 
by the RAC, pending the granting of 
a track licence to the circuit. 

After an absence of 46 years the 
excitement of motor sport will return 
to oo in March 1977 when 
the BRDC will organise the British 
Empire Trophy meeting for Historic 
Racing Cars. 

The British Empire Trophy 
meeting organised by the BRDC was 
the last car meeting to be held at 
Donington in 1939 before the circuit 
was taken over by the army, and 
many of the cars which competed in 
that legendary era of motor sport are 
expected at the opening meeting. 

Providing the circuit meets CSI 
international safety regulations it is 
hoped that a number of international 
meetings will take place in 1977. 

The BRSCC have applied to run a 
round of the European Formula 2 
Be opicnebip, the BRDC a round of 
the European Formula 3 champion- 
ship and the BARC two rounds of a 
Group 8 open single-seater series. 

Negotiations are also in hand for 
rounds of Britain’s major national 


championship to be included .in the _ 


programmes for the 12 meetings in 
1977. 


Donington Programme 1977. Mar 26/27th 
BRDC), British Empire Trophy; Apr 10th 
RSCC), Championship; Apr 17th (BRSCC), 
Championship; May 7/8th (BARC), 5000; June 5 or 
7th (BARC), inser July 3ist (BARC), 
; Aug 7th (BRDC), Championship; Aug 
26th/27th (BRDC), F3 International; Sept 11th 
(BRDC), Championship; Oct 1/2nd (BRSCC), Inter- 
national; 15/16th (BARC), International; Oct 
30th (BRSCC). European F2 Championship. 


@The queue outside the Fuji 


circuit’s main gate was 2 miles 
long . .. on Saturday night! 


Still on the 


ee EE ee rs er 
Switch over 


Ecclestone on the future 
of Formula Atlantic 


Stories surrounding the future of 
Formula Atlantic in this country 
next year suggest that both Bernie 
Ecclestone, boss of the Brabham- 
Alfa Grand Prix team, and Mike 
Hewland, creator of the internation- 
ally acclaimed gearbox concern, will 
have something to do with it. 

Well, we telephoned Ecclestone on 
Tuesday morning when he returned 
from Japan, and put the question to 
him. In short, he said that Formula 
Atlantic was now rapidly becoming a 
world-wide formula with series 
taking place in Canada, America, 
South Africa, the Far East and in 
New Zealand and racing, needed, at 
this stage, a category of racing like 
Formula Atlantic as a yardstick, a 
‘division where young up-and-coming 
drivers could race against each other 
in the same type of cars. Ecclestone 
felt that Atlantic, with its 1600cc 

ower-to-weight ratio, was an ideal 
‘ormula. 

But what of Formula 3, we asked? 
Ecclestone explained that he wasn’t 
against Formula 3, only that Atlan- 
tic could provide a better category, a 
better class of racing. “You could 
call Atlantic, Formula 3 if you want 


to. It doesn’t really matter. What. 


does matter is that we should havea 
world-wide international formula.” 

‘The conversation continued and it 
became clear that Ecclestone’s link 
with Formula Atlantic next year 
wasn’t as strong as the rumours had 
made out. He was just expressing in- 
terest in the category and trying to 
encourage it to grow. “It won’t hap- 
pen overnight. It won’t 9 b 
next year. It’ll probably take matic 
longer”, he added. ‘Formula 2 is per- 
fectly all right, and anyway, that’s a 
different type of racing. We can keep 
all our national formulae like Ford 
and Renault but we really need some- 
thing to draw from.” 

Ecclestone did admit, and this is a 
view shared by other Formula 1 con- 
structors and team managers, that 
choosing new talent from the dozens 
of categories available is totally con- 
fusing, like choosing between Bruno 
Giacomelli and Gilles Villeneuve, to 
cite but two examples we suggested? 
“Yes. That’s exactly what I mean.” 


‘secret list 


With Mario Andretti finally fulfilling the Pe ade of the John Lotus type 77at 


Fuji last weekend, we wonder whet 


better. Here 


rt 
putedly been putting in quicker lap times than that of 
long lens of a prying camera captures a controversial shot of 


team’s new type 78, which has re- 
the 77, will fare even 


Gunnar Nilsson testing the new car at Snetterton several weeks ago. 


But would Atlantic become a Ford 
monopoly as it is at the moment in 
that it uses the BDA series engine? 
“‘No, because you’d encourage other 
manufacturers to compete. You’d 
get people like Toyota involved, I’m 
sure.” Bernie then went on to agree 
with us that a series would only work 
at best, if it were policed like 
NASCAR is, for instance, thereby 
making sure there was an equi- 
valance formula constantly in force 
so that no one manufacturer would 

et an unfair advantage. Ecclestone 

id feel, however, that if he were to 
run a team in Formula 3, he’d win 
races simply by buying the best 
engines. He didn’t think that would 


be possible in Atlantic. We begged to 


disagree on that but one thing was 
clear, Ecclestone’s right, we do need 
a world-wide international ‘“junior’’ 
category and one supposes with 


Atlantic so strong elsewhere, per- . 


haps it is we who will have to con- 
form. Whether we call if Formula 3 
or whatever is, perhaps, irrelevant at 
this stage. 


While we're on the subject of 
Formula Atlantic, we understand 
that the Indylantic promoters are 


hoping to run qualify ing races for 
c 


next year’s ampionship with 
£4000 available for competitors at 
each meet. Everyone would get £100 
start money while the prize money 
would be split among the first six, 
the winner getting £750, the runner- 
up £400 and so on down to sixth man 
who'd get between £75 and £100. 

At each race, with the exception of 
Knockhill and Castle Combe, Lola 
Cars are expected to field _ two 
“works” cars for invited star 


drivers. At one stage, it was thought: 


that races would take place as the 
supporting event at a Grand Prix 
with F1 drivers having a whirl to act 
as a yardstick for the other drivers. 
A sponsor for the British series is ex- 
pected to be announced in two weeks 
time. | 


Finally, as to Hewland’s involve- 


ment, may we suggest it’s his com- 


pany offering a bonus scheme to 
competitors as they already do in 
British Super Vee races. 


“Yes, that’s right” said Ian Grob 
when we asked him if he’d finished 


with the Modus Formula 2 team. 
| This was because the young former 
: Chevron i 


rts car driver was 
taking part in last weekend’s Brands 
Shellsport 5000 race in one of Fred 
O s Formula 2 Chevron B35s, 
which Grob had hired for the 
occasion. It was the car last used b 
Rolf Stommelen at Hockenheim al- 
though fitted with one of Grob’s own 
Hart 420R 2-litre engines. 

Grob expressed himself happy 
with the car and said he was thinking 
seriously about running one in F2 
next year when, he hoped, he would 
have a better season than the one 
he’s just had with the troublesome 
Modus M7 and, latterly, a M4 
“Atlantic” spec. design. 


Reinstated 


Bight of the top personalities at the 
RAC featured in the elections at the 
Federation Internationale 1’Auto- 
mobile Autumn Congress _ this 
month. 

RAC Chairman, Sir Clive Bossom, 
who is also Chairman of the RAC 
Motor Sports Council, was re- 
appointed Vice-President of the FIA. 
Dean Delamont, Director of Motor 
alae was again elected a member of 
the International Sporting Com- 
mission (CSI), and Deputy Director 
Basil Tye remains a supplementary 
representative. 


@ Sources at the J apanese Grand 
Prix here say that an offer has been 


“made by the Marlboro McLaren 


team to Gilles Villeneuve to do about 
five races next season in a third car. 
This looks like being a similar deal to 
“e an offered to Jody Scheckter in 
1973. ; 


@ Apart from David’ Purley and 
Rupert Keegan, both Alan Jones and 
Vern Schuppan will be taking part in 
the Macau Grand Prix on November 
14. Jones will be driving one of 
Teddy Yip’s Theodore Racing 
Marches, suitably mpuetes, while 
Schuppan will handle the team’s 
Ralt RT1. The race does not count 
towards the Tarmac Championship 
in case you're wondering. 


“Driver error’ says Nunn 


“It was 100% driver error” said 
Team Ensign boss, Mo Nunn, earlier 
this week. He was referring to Jacky 
Ickx’s accident at the _ recent 
American Grand Prix where the 
Belgian survived a huge crash which 
all but destroyed the team’s Formula 
1 car. “I’ve spoken to Jacky”, Nunn 
told us, ‘“‘and he says he made a 
mistake. I’m telling you this because 
I believe a lot of people felt a com- 
ponent might have failed on the car 
thereby causing the accident.”’ 

Nunn also went on to explain after 
inspecting the wreckage afterwards, 
that the front suspension had, in 
fact, been torn, by force, from the 
chassis but although the wishbones 
had broken, they had been subjected 
to impact and had bent and 
‘stretched before breaking. As for the 
rear end of the car, “it’s 100% 
intact.” 

Talking about the possible cause 
of the sae ae wad that 

ving en to Ic e’s con- 
fident that Jacky made a mistake. 
“He told me that the car suddenly 


| went onto oversteer at thet corner. 


He said he kept his foot hard onto 
the throttle and started to apply 
opposite lock. As he moved his left 
hand upward to grip the top of the 
steering wheel, the car snapped to 
the right. Looking at the corner 
where he went off, I noticed there 
was a concrete mushroom-top type 
of kerbing on the exit and perhaps 
his right front wheel caught one of 
these, thereby whipping the wheel 
out of his hand”’ eouchided Nunn. 

Apparently Ickx has expressed a 
desire to drive the car again next 
season although at this stage, Nunn 
has made no plans about the 
driver(s) he plans to run. All he 
would say is that work is in progress 
on two brand new monocoques up at 
their factory and ‘“‘we’ll be ready for 
Argentina.’ 


@ Asked to compare the Fuji circuit 
to one in Europe following the first 
ractice session, Elf Tyrell driver 
atrick was moved to com- 
ment, “Yes, it’s like Enna... ten 
years ago!” 


Crawford’s 
near miss 


Jim Crawford, the talented 
Northerner who was cast aside by 
the John Player Team Lotus equipe 
at the end of last year, and who has 
hardly raced at all this year because 
an expected Formula 2 deal fell 
throu in mid-season, came ex- 
tremely close to racing at Brands 
Hatch last Sunday in the ShellSport 
5000 race. 

Crawford had arrived down in 


London earlier in the week to visit 


the Motor Show. To cut a long story 
short, he visited the notorious 
Victoria public house, dwelling of 
such beer consumers as Tony 
Lanfranchi, Gerry Marshall, Barrie 
Williams and many more. Jim ex- 
plained that he wasn’t racing but 
could, if £1500 were raised, drive 
Fred Opert’s spare F2 Chevron-Hart 
B35 at Brands as Ian Grob had hired 
the other and as the transporter was 
going down from Bolton, taking a 
second car wouldn’t be any trouble. 

In the time it takes to sink a pint, 
“Whizzo” had whipped everyone 
into gear and led by Mr Marshall, 
the contributions started to pour in. 
Everyone was asked to put in an 
amount and, very soon, £1200 was 
raised. 

Crawford was knocked out by it 
all. ‘‘I couldn’t believe it. Everyone 
down here in London really wanted 


to help. They were genuinely con- | 


cerned. I should have come down to 
London last March, not in October.” 
Anyway, phone calls started be- 
tween England and the States to 
trace Opert who was testing at Road 
Atlanta. But unfortunately, time ran 


out on Crawford and his “‘sponsors” 


and the deal never materialised. 


a Ss SB ? 
Viking invader? 
Dick Parsons’ misfortune continues 
at nearly every meeting. At Brands 
Hatch last weekend, having suffered. 
a sticking throttle in the first prac- 
tice which sent him scurrying into 
the undergrowth early on, he blew 
the clutch while leaving the pits to 
start the second practice and didn’t 
even get in a single lap with the Uni- 
part Anson. Parsons, who tested the 
works Viking F3 at Silverstone a few 
weeks ago, hopes that Cyril 
Maylem’s firm down in Dorset will 
be able to attract sufficient sponsor- 
ship so that they can realise an am- 
bition in running a two car works 
team in F3 next season. 
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SO JAMES HUNT 18 WORLD CHAMP, 


HIS DRIVING HAS BEEN BEYOND 
CRITICISM. HE'S GIVEN USA... 


Lauda comes to Brands 


“James Hunt is having a party at 
Brands Hatch”. That seems to be 
the theme of the Tribute to James 
Hunt meeting at Brands on Novem- 
ber 7 when the racing side of things 
is the final round of the Shellsport 
5000 championship and the Formula 
Ford festival. 

But the big news is that James 
Hunt has done a swop deal with Niki 
Lauda, and in return for James 
opening the Niki Lauda Racing Car 
show in Austria, Niki is coming to, 
Brands, remarkable when you con’ 
sider the ups and downs he’s had at. 
the circuit. And there’s even a possi- 
bility that he’ll drive a McLaren for a 
few laps. : 

Hunt himself will demonstrate the 
McLaren M26 among his duties on 
the day, which also includes giving 
45 lucky people a ride around the 


IROC down by the Riverside 


IROC action at Riverside ten days ago shows Al Holbert (above) putting the 


circuit, signing autographs and 
doing a question and answer session’ 
with the crowd. 

Among Hunt’s guests at the 
circuit will “be Jochen Mass, Phil 
Read and Barry Sheene, but if James 
Hunt is having a party, there should 
be many many more. It all starts 
around 9am and there’s a Vauxhall 
Cinema showing a film of the 1976 
John Player GP. The cost is £2 for 
adults, 50p for children, £1 extra for 
Grandstand seating although this is 
free when a booking is made in 


advance. 


Finely, there’s .a possibility that 
the final round of the Goodyear pit 
stop competition will be held at 
Brands as it couldn’t be held in 
Japan. The competition is between 
Penske and Hesketh but this is not 
definite yet. 


lean on Gordon Johneock while Johnny Rutherford (below) prepares to muscle 


out Richard Petty. 


ifs) 


> 
(BRITISH WORLD CHAMPION JUST WHEN 
'  WENEEDIT, HE'S AWoRTHY CHAMP, 


HE'S REALLY EARNED IT, HE'S THE... 


-. BEST GRANDPRIx DRIVERIN THE 
WORLD, HE'S BEATEN THEM ALL FAIR 
AND SQUARE ,HE WiLL. BE SPORTSMAN 


OF THE YEAR’ AND falls! 


a : 

Few of you thought that Mario 
Andretti would win the Japanese 
Grand Prix, and even fewer reckoned 
on the infamous Fuji weather which 
brought lap times plumetting. Des- 
pite the fact that nearly 50 per cent of 
you voted for James Hunt, it was of 
course Andretti in the rain, and that 
meant that nobody, but nobody was 
close to the average speed, and pre- 
cisely one person: gambled on. 
vaguely the right speed, but the 
wrong driver. : 

So the winner is again a lady, Miss’ 
D. S. Drew of Langley, Berks who 
thought that .the JPS driver was 
going to win at an average speed of 
132.616mph, which was some way off: 
the 114.0938mph average speed, but 
better than the offerings of the others 
who voted for Andretti. 

So to Miss Drew goes the final 
bottle of Moet et Chandon awarded 
for the 1976 Grand Prix season. 
Many of our readers have entered for 
the Moet et Chandon awarded for 
each Grand “Prix, and it’s been a 
pleasure to read your predictions. 
‘Perhaps next year we should kick if 
off with “Who'll be World Champion 
and with how many _ points?” 
anyway, ours and your thanks to 
Moet et Chandon for providing 16 
happy people with bottles of lovely 
bubbly. 


J WISH T WIKED HIM. 
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Petty pushes on home 
but Yarborough looks 
like getting the title 


Did you see that incredible piece of 
NASCAR action broadcast by ITV’s 
World of Sport last Saturday? If you 
didn’t, then curse yourself. If you 
did then you’ know what we mean 
when we say that visually, it must be , 
the greatest spectaclein motor racin 
today. For sheer excitement an 
close racing, it makes Grand Prix 
racing tame in comparison. 

The race covered by Dickie Davies 
and his mates was the Southern 500 
held at the Darlington race track (the 
birth place of NASCAR) a few weeks 
ago. That race was. won by David 
Pearson from Richard Petty and Feb 
have to admit, “King” Richard’s last 
corner manoeuvre was tailor-made 
for television. 

Since that Darlington race, the 
NASCAR Grand National circus has 
moved onward and last Sunday, the 
American 500 took place at 
Rockingham, North Carolina. It was 
the 28th round of the 30-race series 
and victory went to Petty who 
brought his STP Dodge home to 
victory, his third of the year, a full 
lap clear of the field. 

or the early part of the race, 
David Pearson led from the pole in 
his Purolator Mercury but then 
Dave Marcis took over in his K & K 
Insurance Dodge. Once _ again, 
Marcis proved he can run fast but 
once agaih, his car let. him down 
again. First it was a broken battery 
terminal and then, ultimately, the 
engine. This put Petty to the fore 
but also going with him was Lennie 
Pond, having his best race of the 
season in his Pepsi-Cola-backed 
Chevrolet Chevelle. But towards the 
latter stages, Petty, having 
recovered from a spate of early race 
unctures, turned it on and won the 
500 mile (492 lap) race by a clear lap. 

Pond was next chased, at a 

distance, by Darrell Waltrip’s 


~ Richard Brooks’ 


Gatorade Chevelle and Bobby 
Allison’s CAM2 Mercury. Then, a 
lap down, came series leader Cale 
Yarborough who, having qualified a 
lowly 9th, had an unhappy race in his 
Holly Farms Chevelle. Pearson was 
next on the same lap, his early lead 
having been halted by a_puncture 
while Donnie Allison’s US Army- 
backed Chevrolet Laguna (remember 
his way-out spins on Saturday?) and 
Truxmore Ford 
Torina completed the top eight, each 
a lap further back. 

Notable retirements were those of 
Benny Parsons (Kings Row Chevelle) 
and Buddy Baker (Norris Ford 
Torino), both with blown engines. 

As far as the championship is con- 
cerned, although Petty’s win has 
reduced Yarborough’s lead _ to 
around 100 points with two races 
still left to run, it’s unlikely that 
Richard can overhaul Cale because 
although a win nets you around 180 
points, 10th place overall is still 


’ worth around 130 points. In short, it 


means that Petty will have to beat 


Yarborough by a clear 10 places at- 


each race and that’s unlikely. 

The penultimate round is the Dixie 
500 at Atlanta in ten days time with 
the final two weeks after that. 


Championship 
positions 


Winston Grand National NASCAR Championship 
leading positions after 28 rounds): 1, Cale 
arborough, 4380pts; 2, Richard Petty, 4283; 3, 

Benny Parsons, 4014; 4, Bobby Allison, 3948; 5, 
Lennie Pond, 3669; 6, Dave Marcis, 3599; 7, 
Buddy Baker, 3560; 8, Darrall Waltrip, 3316; 9, 
Richard Childress, 3280; 10, Richard Brooks, 
3211pts, etc. . :- 

IROC Championship (leading positions after 3 

rounds): 1, A. J. Foyt, 36pts; 2, Bobby Unser, 35; 
3, Buddy Baker, 34; 4, Johnny Rutherford, 33; 5, 


-Cale Yarborough, 29; 6, Jody Scheckter, 28; 7, Al 


Unser and Richard Petty, 26; 9, Al Holbert, 25pts, 
etc. : 


Cudini and Pironi score. . . 


Ten days ago, the penultimate round 
of the Formule sis 3 Renault (nee 
Europe) championship took place at 
the Paul Ricard circuit in southern 
France. This was followed on by the 
fal race which took place at the 
Italian Imola circuit on Sunday. Al- 
though the series has long since been 
won by Didier Pironi in his Elf 
Martini, he has still been competing 
in the remaining rounds and, at long 
last, he has found a worthy chal- 
lenger in Alain Cudini who, with his 
Equipe Danielson Lola T410, has 
been putting in some swift per- 
formances of late. 


At the Ricard race Cudini, whose 
st experience has seen him win 2- 
re sports car races at the circuit 
for the works Alpine-Renault team, 
ut his car on the pr by 0.3s from 
any Snobeck’s BP Martini and 
Pironi. ‘ 

Snobeck made the best start and 
led initially from Cudini and Pironi. 
However, it didn’t take long for 
Didier to move past Cudini and, on 
lap 3, he hit the front while Cudini 
managed to oust Snobeck a further 


lace while Marc Sourd’s Antar 
ini just: touch. ; 


‘ Pironi 
to retake which he 


kept until the flag, beating Pironi 
(who was suffering from fuel feed 
problems) by 3s. Third place 
eventually went to Sourd, Snobeck 
having dropped to 8th on the last lap 
when his engine cut out. 

The remaining top six places were 
taken by J aotiuee Coulon (Martini) 
from Richard Dallest and Christian 
Ethuin in similar cars. Fastest lap 
went to Cudini at im 19.2s 
(89.01mph) for the short circuit. 

At Imola, Pironi was back in his 
rightful place on the pole, except 
that Coulon had suddenly woken up 
and put his car alongside. Behind 
them came Jean-Louis Bousquet, 
Dallest, Cudini, Ethuin, Snobeck, 
Sourd and the rest. 

Pironi made the best start but 
Coulon went with him and for the 
entire race, these two put on a 
splendid show with Pironi getting 
the verdict, and fastest lap at 
96.08mph, by 0.7s at the end. 
Bousquet was third, 10s down, but a 
couple of seconds clear of Dallest 
and the rest. 

Cudini retired with gear selection 
problems but had the consolation of 
finishing second to Pironi in the 
championship because his nearest 
challenger, Snobeck, had also 


retired. » ? 2g. 


SHELLSPORT 
EUROPEAN 5000 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Snetterton’ 


Driver 

David Purley 
Damien Magee 
Keith Holland 
Divina Galica 
Mike Wilds 

Val Musetti 
Richard Scott 
Brian McGuire 
Guy Edwards 
Bill Gubelmann 
Brian Henton 
Ray Maliock 
Emilio Villota 
Alan Jones 
Tony Rouff 
John Nicholson 
etc 


.* 1976 champion 
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RAC NATIONAL 
2-LITRE SPORTS CAR | 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Snetterton 


Driver 

John Lepp 
lain McLaren 
Tony Charnell 
lan Harrower 
Sid Marler 
Bob Marsland 


etc 
* 1976 champion 
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KEITH PROWSE 


BRITISH TOURING CAR 
CHAMPIONSHIP FS 
= 
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Driver Nat Class 

1 Bernard Unett* GB OD 9 
2 Win Percy* GB C 9 
3 Gerry Marshall* GB B 9 
4 Gordon Spice* GB A 9 
5 Tom Walkinshaw GB A — 
6 Barrie Williams GB C _ 
7 Andy Rouse GB B 2 
8 Peter Hilliard GB OD 4 
9 Martin Thomas GB B 6 
10 Dave Brodie GB B 4 


etc 
* Class winners 


PHILLIPS 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
FORMULA ATLANTIC © 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Driver 

lan Scheckter 
Roy Klomfass 
Dave Charlton 
Tony Martin 
Nols Niemen 
Guy Tunmer 
Basil van Rooyen 
John Gibb 

etc 


Lt 1), © Killarney 


1 
2 
| 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 


Oulton Park 


suum! | |S Silverstone 


My; eaa , © Welkom 


113. 


Manufacturers: Class A: Ford Capri (90pts); Class B: Triumph Dolomite Sprint (75pts); Class C: 
Toyota Celica (90pts); Class D: Chrysler Avenger (90pts). 
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. . . aS Prost loses his record 


Running alongside the Super 
Renaults at Ricard and Imola were 
the final rounds of the Formula 
“Prost” (Renault National) series. 
Once again the young man dominat- 
ing the proceedings was 20-year-old 
Alain Prost who, at this time last 
year, was just preparing for the 
Elf/Ricard racing iver’s school 
finals 


Prost saw himself on pole at 
Ricard for the 12th time this year, 
his Martini 0.04s quicker than Yves 
Le Strat’s similar car. However, 
even though this 
ultimate race in the 13-round series, 
the confirmed champion 3 
going to do anyone any favours and 


he led from start to finish, setting 
fastest lap at o8-2emee and winning 
his 12th race in arow by 11s from Le 
Strat. Behind Le Strat came Marcel 
Hubert in his Lola. 

There were surprises, however, in . 
the final race at Imola for Prost.’ 
Having incured electrical problems 
in his qualifying heat, he had to start 
near the back of the grid for the final. 
After one lap, he was up to 6th. Half 
a lap later he was 4th but then a 
“moment”’ broke his nosecone, 


editor is not bound to agree with readers opinions 


Trying their hardest? 


Having heard the result of the U.S. Grand Prix, I 
waited for my copy of AUTOSPORT to read a 
detailed account of the race to see how James 
Hunt managed to get past Jody Scheckter after 
45 aw I thought a possible mechanical fault or a 
small driving error would be the likely cause. 
However, I was chappasnese to read Jody’s 
attitude to the race in his column. He seems to 
imply that he allowed Hunt to pass without 

utting up much resistance. It would appear Jody 
eels the only thing that matters at this stage of 
the season is the race between Hunt and Lauda 
and that other drivers should not get in their way. 

We are not all simply interested in the Hunt 
versus Lauda contest. There are over twenty 
drivers in a G.P. and every enthusiast supports 
some driver who may never be in the champion- 
ship race. However, we would like to think that 
they are all trying their hardest throughout the 
whole season. 

I happen to think J hee has a great deal of talent 
but he will not be a World Champion if he does not 
think he can win every G.P. Every race should 
consist of at least twenty leading actors and not 
just two and a bunch of scene shifters. 
NEWCASTLE UPON- TYNE . BILL ROWLANDS 


Shock tactics 


I have just two points to make with reference to 
the British round of the European Rallycross 
Championship seen on TV on October 16. 

John Taylor should give up rallycross and go 
banger racing instead, or, buy a Porsche so that 
he can drive, rather than bash his way to the front 


of the field. I am sure Roger Clark could help him 


out with regard to the last point! 
OSWESTRY , SALOP 


Plea for Peterson 


Whoever won the championship deserved it. 
Being English I hope Hunt did. But the man who 
for the last six season has given all Formula 1 
fans great entertainment deserves next year’s 
crown: Ronnie Peterson, arguably the best in 
Formula 1 at the present time. Lotus now and 
March always, will never ay ar with a Tyrrell 
(they nearly always finish); best of luck next 
season, Ronnie. I am sure he must read the best 
motor sport magazine this side of Fuji. 

MILTON KEYNES, BUCKS. C. STEVENS 


Get-out clause? 


With the season for signing new contracts coming 
upon us, would it not be a good idea for those F1 
drivers sho have a personal objection to driving at 
the Nurburgring to have a special clause written 
into their 1977 contracts releasing them from the 
obligation to drive in the German Grand Prix? 

I seem to recall that Mike Hawthorn had one 
such clause, exempting him from taking part in 
the Mille Miglia, in his Ferrari contract for 1954. 

It would mean fewer cars but that is better than 
nothing (for the ’Ring is superb with even just one 
car circulating!) and at least they would be driven 
by the proper racing drivers, like Ickx, and mot 
by reluctant “prima donnas”’. 

DAVID A. P. BLUMLEIN. 
EALING, LONDON. 


Regulation wrangles 


I am incensed by the load of driven churned out 
by the James Hunt “supporters’’ since his dis- 
qualification from the British GP. What short 
memories people have! Do they not remember the 
Spanish GP earlier this year? The media in 
England have tactfully brushed those nine points 
under the carpet, but rest assured, followers of 
the sport throughout the world were as 
astonished at the outcome of that sequence of 
events, as no and seem to be over the 


A. C. GRIFFITHS 


b 
le 


phenomena and Ferrari were racing long before 
petty officialdom forced its ideas of how they 
thought motor sport should be run, upon us. 
Ferrari have generally opposed any new regula- 
tions, indeed they have long been pressing for the 
reduction of regulations regarding the construc- 


tion of racing cars, if not a complete free formula, © 


save an engine capacity limit. Now that would be 
racing! : ; 

- However, newer teams; teams that come and 
go, have supported many further rules and regula- 
tions in an attempt to gain either employment 
and monetary reward for themselves, or success 
and glory for their teams. In matters such as 
these, Ferrari have generally objected to change, 
but have always gone along with the majority 
decision, and constructed cars within the frame- 
work of the Formula One regulations. 

With these more stringent guide lines for con- 
structors, came the need for the administration to 
deal with the increasing number of queries and 
protests resulting from the rules. The appropriate 
bodies were quickly formed and there seemed no 


shortage of personnel to man these committees, | 


until we now have a most bewildering amount of 
red tape, pertaining to what could be a most 
simple sport. Protests have recently come to the 
fore in Formula One racing, and team managers 
today have to concern themselves more with the 
legalities of rule interpretation than with the 
everyday running of a racing car team. I repeat, a 
situation Ferrari has opposed from the start. 

Ferrari, believe it or not, holds motor racing 
above all else, and because of this he has always 
returned to the sport he loves to construct racing 
cars to the regulations of the day. To decry a team 
which protests, within the framework of the 
regulations, to the legality of certain points, in my 
opinion, shows an ignorance of the situation. The 
tools,Ferrari are using were manufactured by the 
regulations, and the regulations were made by a 
consortium of interested parties that, I repeat 
myself, were not endorsed by Ferrari. 

The British GP was a disgrace, and I wish I had 
not witnessed the howls of derision meted out by 
the Hunt fans, who were obviously ignorant of the 
rules under which the meeting was organised. At 
the Italian GP I was almost ashamed to be 
British. The Italian public had been cheated out 
of the Spanish GP result and felt a genuine 
grievance towards the sport — much the same as 
the British public feel at the outcome of the 
British GP. So who wins? Certainly not motor 
racing; and until the framework of Grand Prix 
racing is drastically revised and simplified we 
shall witness the gradual decline of the sport and 
the team best prepared to bend the rules shall 
come out on top of the best car/driver combina- 
tions. Motor racing would benefit in the long 
term, if individuals who regard themselves as 

igger and more important than the sport itself, 
t it tomorrow. : 
WEstT BROMWICH, WESTMIDLANDS R. I. HARMAN 


Jumping to conclusions? 


I feel that the time has come for me to launch a 
protest about the motor racing news medium’s 
attitude to the apparent lack of interest M. Jean 
Pierre Jarier has recently been showing towards 
his driving. 
It amazes me how true enthusiasts can so 
quickly forget one of the most exhilarating 
drivers in the Grand Prix Circus to watch. What 
about South America in 1975? But for mechanical 
failure, he was untouchable, and I and many other 
eople began to regard him as a future Jim Clark. 
85 I for one (and I am sure many others) should be 


extremely interested to learn the full facts behind - 


the decline of this potential star. 


BRENTFORD , MIDDX . G. R. DAVIDSON . 


Points to consider 


In recent weeks I have witnessed two controver- 
sial incidents in which protests have resulted 
from situations where one car has attempted to 
overtake another (the essence of motor racing). 
The first occurred during the Oulton Park round of 
the RAC national FF championship. Sarazin, 
following several unsuccessful attempts to 


' pass Warwick, ran into the back of the Hawke 


meeting Wentz ran into Rouff under similar cir- 
cumstances but this time the challenger got 
through putting Rouff out in the process. Rouff 
then protested against the “dangerous driving” 
of Wentz. 

The protests were upheld but while both 
Warwick and Wentz were fined and given ensorse- 
ments, Wentz was allowed to keep his race points 
when Warwick lost his. The results of these RAC 
rulings are that Wentz is now strongly favoured 
to win the Wentz vs Rouff battle in Indylantic 
and Kennedy has won “by default” the Kennedy 
vs Warwick fight for the National FF title. 

If a driver has the speed to close and yet cannot 

ass cleanly it is more likely, in my opinion, to be 

is own fault and yet the rulings of the stewards 
in both cases has meant, in effect, that the leading 
driver has suffered. 

I suggest that the RAC reconsider both decis- 
ions regarding the points situation. A final round 
of Indylantic where Rouff leads Wentz by two. 
points is far more interesting than one in 
which Wentz leads Rouff by seven, and a final” 
round of the National FF championship would be 
a better proposition if Kennedy did not enter it 
having already won the championship. 

SPARKHILL , BIRMINGHAM . T. RAWLINGS. 


Crystal ball gazing 


Reading in your columns of the latest, but . 
probably not the last, development in the saga of 
the Kleber Radial for Production Saloons, and 
kicking myself for having bought half-a-dozen, 
has prompted the following thoughts: 

Are the powers-that-be in motor racing, world- 
wide, really interested in the sport they admini- 
ster? Or are they merely vying with each other to 
create a host of ambiguous rules and regulations, 
which they can then interpret, re-interpret and 
misinterpret until those of us who actually pay to 
run motor cars don’t know whether we are on our 
coccyx or our olecranon process? 

Should I bother to continue with an expensive 
development programme for our ex-Brodie Capri 
Super Saloon, when its not yet clear what aero-* 
dynamic devices will be in or out? What are we 
going to do with a BMW 2002 Tii that is suddenly 
no longer eligible in the new two-litre class in 
production saloons — because it would have 
given the works or semi-works Fords and 
Vauxhalls a run for their money — ? 

Anyway, doing a spot of crystal ball gazing, what of 
the new Pratt and Witney chopper engine that 
produces in excess of 1650 shaft h.p. from a 
package 48” x 36’ x 28°? Should we be thinking 
about popping that in a Super Saloon and really 
pying ieey a run for his money? Or would it be 

anned, (especially if it won something)? 

Sometimes I feel we might all be better off if we 
handed the sport over to the Jockey Club. After 
all, they have been doing a fairish job admini- 
stering horse racing for a few years now. You 
don’t hear much about them changing their mind, 
or people breaking the rules (more than once 
anyway). , 
LONDON SE5 ALEXANDER MACMILLAN 
(Sponsor and Team Manager) 


Then as now? 


In the one shilling-and-six-penny 
AUTOSPORT issue of exact. ‘3 twenty five 
yous ago this week Sports News carried a 


rief preview of the final round of the 
World Championship, to take place that 
weekend at Barcelona. It promised to be a 
tense race with just two points separating 
Fangio (Alfa) and Ascari (Ferrari). It went, 


of course, to Juan Manuel Fangio who won 
convincingly with his 1} litre “high-boost”’ 
Alfa Romeo; Ascari finishing fourth. Other 
drama concerned AUTOSPORT’s representa- 
tive in Spain (Editor, Gregor Grant) who 
had forgotten his press passes and gained 
access to the circuit by waving a vintage 
SCC Prescott pass and shouting ‘‘Prensa, 
Prensa!” Gregor was aided and abetted by 
following close behind the XK120 Jaguar 
of David Murray who (once they were — 
safely in the paddock) admitted to havim 
no passes either. Things i z 


Slithering into the first turn soon after the start, James Hunt’s McLaren heads John Watson’s Penske while Mario Andretti’s pole squa 


been obliterated by the blinding spray. 


On top of the worl 


tting JPS has already 


Hunt’s brilliance brings him a deserved World Championship. — Andretti starts on pole and wins for JPS 
— Lauda withdraws from race because of weather conditions — Depailler puts in another great display — 


Home, James. 


Report: PETE LYONS — Photography: PHIPPS PHOTOGRAPHIC — Rac 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP _ 
Fl JAPANESE GRAND PRIX i 


Now we know he did win the British GP! 
Safe by one point, Master James:is our new 
World Champion. That’s really the only one 
of the incredible results of the incredible 
Japanese Grand Prix that counts. All the 
a makes good reading, but Hunt pulled it 
off! _. NG 

Practice was good, dry and untroubled, 
and the grid was an honest reflection of 
potential. It showed Mario Andretti on pole 
narrowly from Hunt, with Lauda well within 
striking distance and certainly in points- 
earning form. But race day-really ought not 


to have. happened,. not quite as early as it. 


did. After over an hour.and a half’s delay, 
the race was finally flagged off in weather 
conditions. that struck everyone — even 
those few drivers who were willing to race — 
as appalling. Because he got a superb start, 
Hunt was in front of all the spray and muck, 
the impossible visibility and the treacherous 
footing that made four drivers give up. One 
of them was Niki Lauda — the World 
Champion abdicated his chances in Japan. 


e Date: ALAN PHILLIPS 


toughed it out, for the weather against all 
local prediction cleared, and the last half of 
the race was run in drying conditions. So 
drying that rain tyres wearing out became 
the real factor, and set the surviving 
runners up for the utterly unbelievable 
finish that — : s+ 
No, you won't believe it in summary form. 
It seemed the wrong time of the year to do some- 
thing so new. Hanging in the blue sky above the 
circuit was Fuji, the snowy white legend. The 
foothills round about were covered in curiously 
distorted familiar foliage, Old Gold now with the 
breath of Autumn. In the fields aged women 
stooped to tend the rice. Thronging the tiny roads 
toward the speedway were hordes of tiny 
Japanese cars, some familiar (but like the Asian 
plant life, oddly altered in detail), many others 
totally new to European eyes. Every sign board 
appeared to be covered not with messages but 
with cosmetic calligraphy, and the little food 
shops offered hot dishes of which the only recog- 
nizable feature was the steam curling off the top. 
This would have been a wonderful place to hold 
an International motor race if only anyone had 
been in the mood to enjoy the novelty. But alon 
the length of the pit reais (and it was very lo ; 
the mood of the Circus was palpably weary. It 
seemed that central Japan was a long way to 
come to hold one more motor race — a new 
one at that, presenting problems that 2imest mo 
one had ever solved before, the outcome of which 


really couldn’t have interested more than two 
men. 

One of those men, Niki Lauda, went on tele- 
vision with his drastically heroic face and said to 
the world that, as far as the World Championship 
was concerned he reckoned he had already fought 
his major battle of the year and that he went into 
a mere triviality like a cliffhanger series finish 
totally relaxed. All the pressure, he expected, 
would be on his rival. 

James Hunt, striding longleggedly back from 
his final practice having qualified 0.28s ahead of 
the World Champion, although not on pole) said 
that from his point of view it was Lauda who had 
all the pressure. He had three points to defend, 
and that all James could expect was to have the 
best, bloody go he could manage and let the points 
fall where they may. 


Lauda was bouncing around the place on his 


toes, barking out technical commands to his 
team, hunching his shoulders away from hun- 
dreds of cameras and questions, responding to 
perhaps one in five entreaties with as few words 
as possible — except when he abruptly turned to 
pddross one particular remark with ‘“‘What you 
mean I’m difficult to talk to?” cer. # 
* Down the pits road was a not dissimilar atmos- 
phere. ‘James twitchy? No, I don’t think so really 
— although I guess he has been asking us to 
change things rather early. Usually he waits out 
the first practice session, says ‘I don’t like it but 
let me try it again,’ before he says to alter it. But I 
did notice we were altering it right away this time 


There was athird man in the equation: the man 
on pole, Mario Andretti. He had his own race to 
run, but he had sympathy for Hunt. “‘He’s got 
everything to lose, he’s got to win — what can I 
tell you?”’ 


ENTRY 


We had 26 on the entry list this time. They were 
going for what was originally to be 24 grid places, 
although later a 25th was added. 

The front suspension of the Ferraris had been 
altered a little at the “‘up-carrier”’, creating more 
camber-change with d tion. Lauda’s car was 
the most modified, and it created a definite 

in the car’s behaviour, if not its speed. “I 
be better if the weather was colder” 
berked the Champion. So you expected colder 


a T= ele Ore 


e 1 Was more speter. 

“You see, jyear making the tyres always 
harder, harder, harder. Our suspension, it is 
always ‘correct’. You understand what i mean, 
‘correct’? It is always the tyres are square to the 
ground. They travel colder than some other cars 
— like today, I see Ronnie, he have 290 degrees. 
Two hundred ninety! Niki have 210 not more. 

“But Goodyear, they cannot make two kinds of 
tyres and say to the other teams, these you may 
not use, they are dangerous for your car. Of 
course not. So — we have to change our car.” 

Down the rest of the list of Europeans, there 
wasn’t much of the mechanical novelty. The Elf 
Tyrrells in use were the same as before. 
Depailler’s still with long wheelbase and 
Scheckter’s with deep wing end plates. Like 
Ferrari, Tyrrell had a third car. At team Lotus, 
Andretti was down to one car this time like Nil- 
sson, Mario’s being the original JPS of the 77 
series, 11. Likewise there were only two Martini 
Brabhams, neither fitted with carbon brakes. 

The other notable things about the entry 
involved the sponsorship and driver side. On the 
Shadows was an additional name, Benihana, a 
chain of Japanese restaurants in the USA (the 
multi-millionaire proprietor, Rocky Aoka, races 
power boats for a hobby). Another oriental name 
was Teddy Yip, who was sponsoring the Jones 
Surtees. But the real Japanese flavour was that 
no fewer than four local drivers had found rides: 
Noritake Takahara in the other Surtees, Masemi 
Kuwashima in the second Wolf-Williams, 


‘Masahiro Hasemi in the interesting and beau- 


tifully turned out Kojima, and Kazuyoshi 
Hoshino driving a used 007 Tyrrell. 

Both the two last cars used locally-made racing 
tyres, the Kojima on Dunlops and the Heroes 
Racing Tyrrell on Bridgestones. “Hot Stuff” was 
the entrant of the Maki, which Tony Trimmer had 
been invited to drive. 


PRACTICE 


The participation of two new tyre firms changed 


the political balance of things during practice. 
After two years of nearly total domination, Good- 
year found themselves with opposition. Real 
opposition: Hasemi in the Dunlop-shod Kojima 
was dat ee his local knowledge to good use and 
finished the first practice session a sensational 
fourth quickest overall! That shook everybody, 
and it shook a new batch of sticky tyres out of 
Goodyear. 

Even before the end of that first Friday session, 
both Lauda and Hunt were given a set of the new 
stuff. In the afternoon just about all of the 
normally faster men were able to try a set — but 
not quite all of them. There arose a muttering that 
swelled into quite a mini-row. ‘“Unfair!’’ went the 
cry. “We're all supposed to get the sdme thing, 
it’s an agreement. Why, there’s just no telling 
how much farther up the grid we’d be with the 
qualifying rubber. There’s enough of them 
around, but they’re hoarding most of them for 
Ferraris and McLarens’! : 

Goodyear top man Denny Chrobak was matter 
of fact in his reply. “This ‘agreement’ they’re 
talking about is only in effect as long as there’s no 


Ad eed ees 
tyres to the men I think are going to get the job 
one for me. It’s as simple as that.” 
In pomt of fact the notion of qualifymg rubber 
was misleading. The “softies” everyone coveted 
were in fact simply the tyres that had been 
supplied for Mosport. Estimates of their worth on 
the abrasive Fuji surface varied widely, some 
drivers thinking it was a whole second and more, 
and some team managers being able to point to 
evidence amounting to about 0.2 sec. But more 
significant was the rather odd fact that, after only 
a few laps, the hard ones — which were actually 
medium, there being a total of three grades on 
hand — overheated and lost their grip quite 
drastically, whereas the soft ones would hang on 
for many more laps before going off. 

One theory that could explain this curiosity in- 
volved the fact that many drivers were running 


_ round the circuit with extremely low wing angles, 


living with loose handling for the sake of speed 
along the main straight. It has happened in the 
past that a car with low down force slides so much 
that the rubber in the tread actually has a harder 
life than if it were carrying more aerodynamic 
load. Other things come into it (racing cars are 
very complicated devices), but anyway most 
teams settled upon the soft ones for the race for at 
least some wheels of their cars. When it became 
clear that for one reason or another there weren’t 
enough sets to go round there were a lot of 
smouldering glances directed at Chrobak! 

From poor Denny’s point of view some of the 

urgency of the situation evaporated early in the 
Friday afternoon session when the Kojima 
crashed. Hasemi thought that perhaps somethin 
had broken, or that a front tyre had punctured. 
Arturo Merzario thought the crash could be ex- 
plained by the newcomer’s having tried to over- 
take him on the outside of the entrance to the 
very quick (4th gear) final turn onto the straight. 
Anyway the gleaming black machine went 
straight off on the outside, front wheels sliding 
desperate! , and into the barrier. The crunch was 
cushioned by large blocks of foam rubber roped to 
the face of the steel barrier, but it was still hard 
enough to severely tweak the left front corner of 
the tub. 
- The Japanese team stripped the bent chassis, 
strapped it to the top of their estate car, and 
drove it down the road, literally only a few hun- 
dred yards from the speedway gates, to their 
shop. There, they let it be known, a spare chassis 
was ready to build up. The car would surely be 
ready for Sunday. Enquiring bystanders poked 
their noses into the shop that evening and dic- 
covered the “spare tub” was in the form of a 
single sheet of aluminium, only just then being 
folded into a trough and fastened into a jig! 

No way that car was going to be ready for the 
race, it was all just to keep the television in- 
terested, wasn’t it. But the lure of that modest 
little workshop kept European faces poking in the 
door all the next day, and fascinated reports kept 
coming back to the paddock. “Oh, I stopped in 
there on the way in this morning, and they’ve got 
the tub about together. ’’”” Hey, I just ran over for 
a look and they’ve got the suspension hanging on 
it.” “During lunch they were putting the in- 


While millions acclaim Hunt as the new World Champion, one must remember that Mario Andretti 
drove a superb race to win the Japanese Grand Prix for the John Player Team Lotus organisation bya 


clear lap. 


John Player Special 
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Patrick Depailler put in another cracking display with the Elf Tyrrell six-wheeler and may well have won, had it not been for a puncture. Also revelling in ~ 
the near impossible conditions early on until engine failure intervened, was Britain’s other white hope, Tom Pryce in the Shadow DN8. 
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struments in it!” 
All rivetted, welded, bolted, clipped, ' wired, 
lumbed, eg adjusted and fettled, Kojima 
ngineering 007/2 arrived back in its garage 
all ready to go on Sunday morning. The team 
would very much like to join in the full Grand Prix 
season next year, and they jolly well deserve to. 
The Fuji Speedway has alternative circuit lay- 
outs, but the one in use for the first Japanese 
Grand Prix incorporated six distinct corners (two 
of them flat in the dry) for a lap distance of 2.7 
miles. It looked an interesting circuit, with a 
blend of fast swerves all along one side and a very 
long straight on the other, much like Kayalami or: 
Dijon. Some drivers, however, said it wasn’t as 


One reason why Kazuyoshi Hoshino took his ex- 
works Tyrrell from 21st on the grid to 8th at the 
end of the first lap was down to sheer skill and 
Bridgestone’s wet weather tyre. 


they’ve done the things we’ve asked them for’ — 
but there were a few places where a bit more 
might have been asked. One aspect that looked 
‘substandard to eyes schooled in present day 
Europe was a lack of kerbing at certain pots, 
where cars accelerating hard out of corners kept 
straying off onto the grass. This happened parti- 
cularly at the beginning of the long pits straight, 
and by the middle of Saturday’s final timed prac- 
tice (in the morning) large ragged chunks of the 
six-inch-wide bordering strip of concrete had been 
torn up and flung into the road. 

Another deficiency had appeared even before 


This is the vipers wet weather Dunlop tyre as 
fitted to Masahiro Hasemi’s Kojima which 
qualified and ran well. 


rege when on the Saturday before Hunt had 
een nonplussed to find that his McLaren was 
causing the surface of the track itself to break up 
in the wet! By Thursday journalists in hire cars 
were breaking it up in the dry, and it began to 
look like a giant problem was arising. However, 
the problem area was confined to just one patch 
(“And if they’d only move over a little and not run 
on it we'd be all right’’, complained one driver) 
where a very thin surface coating had recently 
been applied. On Friday night it was torn up and a 
seal applied to the original surface, and every- 
thing was fine from then on. 

The team manager of Ferrari fired another 
salvo in the political wars of the season by re- 
questing an extension of practice time. It was 
manifestly unfair, said, Audetto, that Hunt had 
come to test last week. “In Mosport we make an 
agreement, we make a paper, that nobody comes 
to Japan for testing before. So we didn’t. But 
McLaren; they quickly take a car from Watkins 
Glen and send it to Fuji, and they break the agree- 
ment.” To this race organizers turned an unsym- 
pathetic ear, and practice was its normal length. 

Hunt was in fact a scant one hundredth of a 
second to the good over Lauda at the end of the 
first session. Pace was third and Andretti fifth, all 
of them in the high 1m 13s bracket, which was 
just about what had been predicted. Poor Hasemi 
had not really got going before he crashed in the 
afternoon, but Andretti and Pace jacked the 
speed well up and stayed the fastest men by the 
end of the day. Regazzoni and Brambilla came 
third and fourth, which presented the quite 
unusual sight of Lauda and Hunt side by side on 
the third row of the grid at that stage. 

The stage was important, because the weather 
report was pessimistic: a front was building up in 
China and was due in Japan on the Saturday. It 
was probable that the grid order would stay just 
as it was. How James, with his record of poor 
starts, was going to get away from Niki and 
around a certain pair of drivers ahead to win the 
race and get his necessary three points advantage 
was the main topic of chatter over dinner that 
night. Photographers massaged their trigger 
fingers gleefully and discu just where they 
should station themselves for The Accident 
Shot. .- . 

In fact China withheld its wrath for another 
day, Saturday was dry and fine as Friday, and 
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Hunt joined battle with Andretti for the The 
JPS ver just won it by three the 
ir of them the only ones to get into the 12s. 
ario’s 1m 12.77s (133.99mph) was his first-ever 
GP since his F'1 sensational debut with Lotus 
at Watkins Glen in 1968. 

“Nah, the car isn’t particularly better, I mean 
it’s workin’ as good as it was yesterday. It’s just 
that the track is gettin’ better, more rubber 
down.” His car set with “practically no wing” and 
with the narrower dimension in the available 
wheel rims (10s and 18s rather than ils and 19s, 
which was worth something like lab? on the 
straight) it must have been something of a 
handful to drive. The corner onto the straight 
especially; approached through a flat-in-fifth right 
hander that seems to go on for a long time, the 
actual final corner is an abrupt tightening of the 
right hand radius which calls for a quick 
down change to fourth. It’s all gently uphill until 
the exit, when in the last few yards the cars slide 


up over a crest onto the more level straight. Some - 


of the lurid moments here are exciting indeed. But 
they are necessary, for the key to speed on the 
straight is right there. 

“Well, the first part of it, anyway. It’s long 
enough so the car will reach a terminal velocity 
eventually, but if you’re ever gonna tow by 
somebody you’ve gotta do it in the first half with 
your speed built up out of that corner.” 


Hunt had wound up the day before “quite 


confused. No, very confused.”’ He was getting 
“different results with different tyres which 
ought to be the same” and an understeer all 
around the circuit. He looked. dejected. But for 
Saturday the M23 was better. “Still not ‘just 
right, it’s understeering in the slow ones and over- 
steering in the fast ones now. I’m probably still 
running quite a bit of wing, and the ratios aren’t 
right yet. I’m going to have to spend the whole 
afternoon trying to get the car right for the race.” 
But his mood had shifted into something more 
like keen anticipation. 

“I’m going to just hope for a good start — I 
must make one some time! — and trust the car.”’ 

As for Lauda, third on the grid at 13.08, “the 
more laps the more understeer, so I stop”. He was 
becoming ever more disgruntled about tyres, 
which were doing things they shouldn't. ‘Fight 
oversteer, change tyres, fight understeer ....” At 
the end*of Friday he’d told his team that his 


James gets the message. 


engine was tired and they must change it. At the 
end of Saturday he said the same thing. About 
himself he allowed that he too was ‘Tired. Tired 
and confused.” Quite untypically, Niki had spun 
during the proceedings. 

The qualifying struggle between the three men 
at the top was so absorbing that it dominated 
attention, which was a pity, for there was some 
good action among the other teams. Intelligent 
management had helped Citibank Penske driver 
Watson onto the second row of the grid. Friday 
had ended with an abrupt bang as his engine 
canoe savagely “just when we were getting it 
right,” but progress continued on Saturday. Still 
a bit slow on the straight, presumably because of 
the driver’s preference for enough wing to make 
the chassis feel comfortable, the car wasn’t put 
onto its one allotted set of “softies” until late in 
the hour. Other teams had already discovered 
that they were at their best during the first few 
laps from fresh, so Penske held them back until 
the car, the track, and the driver were all ready to 


been having om the way. He hadn't 
ractising long on the first day before he was con- 


nted with a ting Brambilla, and only just 
stopped the Eff six-wheeler before rammmg it. 
That was the T-car, which Jody thought to use to 
develop os settings and ratios for his 
race car. But that didn’t work as well as planned. 
When most other cars were getting understeer on 
the available tyres, the Tyrrells were getting over- 
steer which was visibly hairy on the lnoher speed 
— of the circuit. But there were blistered 

onts as well. Before he was through he got a 
stone through his visor, too. 

Falling back to sixth on the second day of 
practice, Carlos Pace said his handling wasn’t so 

ood as the day before when his tyres were 
esher. He couldn’t get the power down to the 
road quite as early as before. 

Behind the Martini Brabham man the central 
part of the pack bunched quite closely together. 
There weren’t a lot of dramas troubling them. 
Ronnie Peterson had delays with fuel pump 
failure and then a pinion bearing broke, but even 
when he got going he found his left front tyre was 
holding him back. It was getting hot and going 
off, even when he tried the hardest of the three” 
compounds available. After practice March tried 
moving the battery from the nose to the rear to 
see if that might help. 

Team mates Brambilla and Stuck both had 
engine failure to hold them back. J-P. Jarier also 
had an engine blow and then a tyre blew too. That 
happened at speed on the straight, just after the 
chinks of concrete strewn across the road, 
although J-P didn’t think he’d actually run over 
any. Anyway, the left rear tyre exploded violently 
and dropped the Shadow so hard onto its corner 
that the rigidly mounted radiator put a wrinkle in 
the back of the tub! 

There were other problems with other teams 
but they seemed to even out, and the grid took 
shape in a not unfamiliar pattern. The man who 
wasn’t even at the back of it was the unfortunate 
Tony Trimmer, who would have been. far better 
off never answering Maki’s request. He’d come 
out to Japan two weeks early specifically to test 
the new car, but the first time it rolled a wheel was 


- in the paddock the evening before first practice. 


On the Friday the ungainly-looking machine 
allowed him but six laps between not picking its 
fuel up and unscrewing its gearbox internals. On 
Saturday Tony added two more timed laps before 
some electrical trouble persisted in shutting the 


Pussy-footing his way through the pools of water that were laying all over the track, Alan Jones brought his TS19 home into fourth place, their best result 


of the year. 
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Marlboro McLaren's moment of.anxiety as Hunt makes a late pit stop to replace his damaged tyres, 


thereby losing the lead. 
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engine off. 

ne other may was out of luck, and another in 
because of it. Kuwashima had practised in the 
second Wolf-Williams on Friday, not doing very 
well with it. By that evening, though, it began to 
look as if his backers weren’t going to come up 
with the agreed hire fee and so Walter Wolf, who 
had fetched Austrian Hans Binder along just in 
case, secured permission to swap drivers. He 
didn’t get going much faster than the other man, 
but a further request by Frank Williams to 


enlarge the grid was smiled upon and lucky Hans 
was into his second GP. 


RACE 


Uhh ... how lucky was it to be in this race, 
anyway? The promised bad weather did move in 
Saturday night, and Sunday morning was grey, 
gloomy, and very, very wet. Heavy mist hung low 
over the raceway, and rain sprinkled down 
steadily. Water had long since puddled on the 
track. Nevertheless, the mornin bf, eam 9 got off 
on schedule, and the F1 cars looked like children’s 
toys dragged through the mud as they slid around 
the corners. And off them: in the very fast fifth 
gear corner leading to the final turn Jarier and 


—— Moments leter team-mate Pace 

t too. The session ran to its end, and then 
drivers had a worried consultation and 

most of them — that they would not race in 
conditions. “Approaching the first corner there’ 
a huge puddle and you’ve got to brake for the 
braking area,’’ reported Hunt grimly. A 
planing was happening viciously all round the 
circuit, and visibility was eppatingly low. 

Now commenced another of those all-too- 
common situations in GP racing where nobody is 
in charge and everybody knows what to do — oris 
that vice versa? A few of the drivers boldly 
asserted they would be bapey to race; these 
tended to be March drivers. Well, he wasn’t going 
to race for a Championship in these conditions, 
asserted Hunt just as boldly, and many heads 
nodded in agreement. The officials scurried about 
in several directions, driving round and round the 
track on hopeful inspections (the circuit car 


splashing spectacularly and aquaplaning visibly) 


and calling worried conferences. Of course, there 
were several factors to consider before calling off 
the race, and each party naturally had his own 
favourite uppermost in mind. 

For several hours it looked as if the main, rather 
the only, story of the day was going to be the 
various sides of the non-story, but nearing 3pm 
the officials girded their multiracial loins and 
announced the race would indeed start. Con- 
ditions were even worse than before, despite 
tantalizing little intervals of seeming to clear. 

Everything balances out in life. Anyone who 
chokes with envy for a Grand Prix driver’s style 
of life a al to have been in the pits as James 
Hunt pulled his helmet on one more time. He had 
to step across to his car on a sort of plank bridge 
constructed by his thoughtful mechanics to keep 
his feet out of the water on the ground. He had to 
settle down into a seat wet despite an umbrella 
that had been covering it. He had to pause while a 
mechanic with a drill pierced ventilation holes in 
his visor. He had to run his gloved hands over the 
wet steering wheel, ignore the dozens of camera 
lenses invading his cockpit, and try to be civil to 
the onlookers who wanted to have some sort of 
last contact with him. 

“T’m not going to race,” he said in a very small, 
slow voice, “I can’t. I’m just going to drive 
around.” then he leaned his head back as far as 
the crash structure behind it would allow and shut 


‘Mighty’ is one adjective used to describe Vittorio Brambilla whose efforts early in the race with the March made it look as if it wasn’t wet at all, But it was 
and a wary Jochen Mass, who also drove asuperb race, follows. 
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of fuel Behind his shoulders wes £55 horsepower. 
Ahead of him was 2 road covered i many places 
by water inches deep. Above hm the ar was 
heavy with mist. Steady rain fell out of &. Behind 
him on the grid. .. . 

At three o'clock, the time that had finally been 


selected as the start — it was 5 Br the 
original time, and re eer pp ore _ 
the mist was so thick on the main straight tha 


visibility was 200 yards. The officials announced a 
further delay of five minutes. 

Then, incredibly, they got on with it. 

At the start, James made one of the best geta- 
ways of his career. With thick white spray balling 
up behind, he outdragged Andretti off the line. 

atson from the position right behind made just 
as good a start, and the Penske was taking second 
place as the spearhead of the ack splashed down 
into the tight first corner. Hunt was safe, his 
white McLaren nose cleaving clear air — the 
hardest part of its first lap safely accomplished. 

Hunt was still in front all around the six turns 
of the lap, his spray forcing Watson and everyone 
else to ease back several lengths. Into the first 
corner the next time round, from straight line 
speed this time, the M23 went onto the brakes 
very early: but even so it went intoa spay wobble 
in a puddle halfway down the long decelleration. 
Looming up behind the Penske snatched its 
wheels, and Watson made the instant decision to 
keep on going, straight down the escape road. So 
Andretti moved the JPS into second place. 
Behind him, in the ayer meneasing: 10g of wheel- 
and wing-churned water, were Scheckter and 
Brambilla, then the already astonishing Japanese 
Tyrrell of Hoshino, and then a red Ferrari. But the 
wrong one. Regga’s. Lauda, looming up vaguely 
in the spume, was well back and ea ie farther 
back. In fact, he was Cropping back into the pits. 

Niki was getting out of his car! 

He’d seen enough. He was quitting. “It’s just 
a murder to be racing out there. I’m not going 
to doit.” 

That’s what Emerson Fittipaldi thought, what 
Carlos Pace se and what Larry Perkins 
thought: they each retired too. It may not have 
been what nnie Peterson thought, but his 
engine stopped halfway round the track and he 
walked back. (Later his mechanic went out, fired 
it up and drove it back to the garage. It could 
have been water in the electrics.) 

A number of other drivers admitted to having 
the same thought, but they all carried on racing. 
No, not racing: they had to go too slowly and keep 
too far apart to be racing, strictly. Raising plumes 
of solid white water behind them, each car 
slithered around and around on the desperately 
treacherous edge of control. 

All except for Brambilla. The orange March 
went up the line like a forest fire leaping between 
trees. Leaning hard on his tyres, driving them 
into the most gritty sections of corners he could 
spot, Vittorio moved around Andretti into second 
and closed visibly on Hunt. 

But on the fifth lap he came into the pits and 
had his left front tyre changed. So James was safe 


again. 
It was Andretti second, but Hoshino moved up 
by Scheckter — private four-wheel Tyrrell ahead 


of works six-wheel Tyrrells — and then Brambilla 


moved up from his pit stop, from eighth to 
second. Jochen Mass came up and passed 
Andretti and when Brambilla overtook Hunt into 
the lead — and then spun off while he was still 
almost alongside him (!) — Mass was second. 
McLarens one-two! _ : 

It all had the intelligible pattern of a 
ee cecope, but after about 10 laps the weather 
seemed to be lightening, and by lap 20 it was defi- 
nitely clearing. The rain had stopped, the mist 
was rising, the road was very gradually drying, 
rooster tails were dwindling. 

Had anyone only known, the race could have 
been postponed a further 30 minutes, and then it 
would have been a decent contest in manageable 
conditions. As it turned out, those drivers who — 
for whatever mad motives — stayed out in the 
worst of the weather had payed their way into a 
meine Grand Prix. The speeds picked up, the 

iscrepancy between different cars shrank, and 
the Japanese GP got under way at last. 

Hunt was still alive and in front. Mass, spec- 
tacular Mass, moderated his pace and settled 
loyally in behind. Depailler his Tyrrell working 
very nicely in the slickness, forged by Brambilla 
for third, with Andretti chasing the March as 
hard as he dared. Then it was Watson hounded by 
Pryce, then it was Regazzoni driving sensibly 
around all alone. Stuck and Jones were together, 
and so were Nilsson and Scheckter (who had fallen 
far back with a misfire in the wet). Hoshino too 
had lost his early speed, having stopped when the 
water to thin to change a PS pars the 
thick tread of which had begun to tear apart. The 


front Goodyears going away anc who mac 
remarkable early decision to change to slicks. 

Hunt lost his “Hinterfreund” when Mass, 
dejected about it the telling, “‘fell off the 
road. I shouldn’t have slowed down. That’s what 
can happen when you slow down.” His car went 
sliding off the outside of that notorious fifth gear 
corner (6th in an M23) into the barriers, signa 
its right front corner but hurting only Jochen’s 
a So there was air yawning nakedly behind 

unt, and threatening to fill it were Depailler and 
Pryce. Shadow passed Tyrrell then and Tom was 
second — but not for long. His engine gave a few 
preliminary hesitatioris and then seized up. After 
a fine drive, Tom walked in as Patrick renewed his 
advance on Hunt. 

The track was now dry enough for the rain tyres 
to become seriously overstressed. In fact all the 
wet air was gone, the clouds had blown away from 
the circuit, some blue sky had appeared overhead, 
and the lowering evening sun had begun to glow 
warmly over the scene. Incredible. Mount Fuji 
began to loom through the clouds, showing hints 
of snow covered slopes. Cars began to sparkle. 
The still-wet tyre treads began to glisten. 

They were shredding and chunking too. The 
whole race was into a third stage, as desperately 
unstable as the first. Instead of the treads cutting 
through water to au at the road, the road was 
biting into the rubber. The soft rain cormnanngs 
already broken up into individually heated blocks, 


Onward Christian soldiers. 


knowing what to do about it from the mside 
s the trick. Depailler, goal of an Fl lead 
the Elf blue six- 


absence if not the reason for it, was certainly able 
to tot up the point for himself. Third place was 
OK, 4 points would do the job. If only his tyres 
would stand up toit.... 

Depailler’s weren't! Andretti completed his 
cautious attack and went by into the lead. The 
Tyrrell, sliding wildly, fell back toward Hunt 
again. At the exact end of 64 laps, nine from the 


‘end, one of Patrick’s worn-bare tyres went pe * 
eha 


just too late to shoot off into the pits road. 
to do a complete slow, struggling lap before he 
could get fresh rubber. 

So James was second, and six points were even + 
better, if only he could hold onto them. For his 
tyres were on their last shreds of tread. Anxiety 
growing with every lap, he kept trying to get his 
pits to tell him what to do. 

“T couldn’t get a communication going with 


> 
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them. to know if I could come m. J Gii='t want to 


| make the decision!” 

Nor in fact did the Kiwis. They were showing 
him signals every lap, giving gaps to fourth place 
(about 60 secs to Jones) so he could work it all out 
for himself, and showing an arrow which is the 
team’s symbol for telling a driver he may come m 
at his own discretion. 

In the end it was at his tyre’s discretion. The 
left front, scuffed down to and into the canvas, 
finally shredded. Sparks spraying and rubber 
flapping, red-and-white No 11 headed down into 
the pits road! A wave of reaction went along with 
it — shock at the finish line, wild jubilation at the 
Ferrari pit, stunned sympathy from the other 
English teams, and instant efficient bustle at 
McLarens. In 27 seconds they’d changed all four 
tyres to fresh ones (rain pattern still) and sent him 
out again — in fifth place. Too low! There were 
five laps left. 

This extraordinary race turned into fantasy. 
First the setting: it was growing cooler as the sun 
sank, and darker as the few patches of sky 
Beecent to the volcano that weren’t grey turned 
gold. The air was clear, but the track surface was 

still more damp than dry. Andretti’s JPS was well 
clear, a lap ahead new and able to nurse its tyres 
through their final few miles. The Ferrari pit, 
though, was roused into great waving bundles of 
arms because Regazzoni had achieved second 
place. But Regga, who had driven a nee un- 
‘troubled race the way, was lagging already 
with a soft eo rear tyre. So the next lap around 
it was Depailler back up in second place, and as he 
assed the Ferrari he blew off the Surtees of 
ones as well — for Alan too was struggling on a 
flat tyre! 

So in the next lap Regga and Jones came under 
attack from Hunt, who with every fiber of his 
being was trying to move up, somehow, anyhow. 
On the road it was Patrick and Regga together, 
with Jones in echelon behind and Hunt sighting in 
on him. Next time it was James Sp Bere the other 
two, chasing Depailler as hard as he could — how 
was he to know he was in third place. They were 
into the last lap. It was all right! 

There were ways a calmer man could have read 
the situation — Andretti, just ahead of them all 
on the road but a whole lap safe from them, had 
the time to study the tall illuminated lap board in 
‘the pits every lap. but when Hunt cruised round 
on his céol-off lap and came down the pit road he 
didn’t know where he’d finished. He didn’t grasp 
the a Sones 4 of the wild joyous applause all the 
way along the row of other pits. The leaping of his 
crew aboard the side pods of his car even before he 
stopped must have seemed bizarre behavior — if 
he noticed. He had other thoughts on his mind, 
and as quickly as he could tear off his black 
‘helmet he started to vent them. He was well 


Kazuyoshi Hoshino’s ex-works Tyrrell 007 prepares to swoop past Jody Scheckter’s six-wheeler du 


meva > = aes ee eS er aes 
of Teddy's beatific grimmimg face mches from his 
own) when one of the clamoring dozens of would- 
be wellwishers broke through to his brain. You're 
third, James! You've done it! You're World 


Champion! 

This was a day with a lot of other pieces to pick 
up. Absorbing the meaning of a triumph of his 
own was the Amercian Mario Andretti, who when 
all the sums were in and counted was able to know 
that he had indeed driven a perfect race. “I was 
determined to not do anything stupid today,” he 
smiled with vast, deep contentment. “I’ve lost 
races in the past just the way James did today. I 
lost a 5000 race last year at Road Atlanta when I 
was athousand seconds ahead with ten laps to go 
and then I found out I’d used my tyres all up. 


~ “So this time I was gonna be patient if it was 


the last thing I did, and I was determined I wasn’t 
gonna do anything foolish. I could see it was 
gonna clear up, and the way I figgered it, the race 
wasn’t gonna start until the half-way mark. That 
was when it was gonna take shape.” 

Driving the Lotus 77 as smoothly as he knew 
how, saving the tyres by driving through water 
wherever he could, pushing toward the end only 
as hard as he absolutely needed to, Andretti 
beoughy his four tyres in to the finish line — just. 
The left side ones were both showing canvas, and 
the left front one was showing canvas in an 
unbroken band an inch wide all the way round. 
How much further did Mario reckon that tyre 
would have lasted? “One more lap, exactly!” — 

Peter Warr was so proud of that tyre that he 
saved it out of the manufacturer’s demountin 
operation and a crewman washed it with soap a 
water; it’s not unlikely that one of these days that 
tyre will take its place beside the Goodyear rear 
tyre that, deflated, carried Emerson Fittipaldi to 


victory at Barcelona and which now is mounted in_ 


honour at the Donington Collection. . .. 


Poor old Patrick Depailler was not buoyant. 
about his second place. He’d seen his first F1 
‘victory there in front of his nose and then. . . “My 


left front tyre, it is completely bare, and my left 
rear too. It is just like James!” The quick flash of 
animation slowly died, and he looked glum again. 

Depailler’s team-mate had even less of a race to 
give him pleasure. Jody, after his initial good 


‘showing and subsequent lagging. had come into 
6 


the pits with tyre trouble. the crew were 
changing some of the tyres he kept the engine 
running at high revs, which produced a rapid 
overheating condition and in turn a burst over- 
flow pipe. Repairing that and refilling the system 


with pressurized water cost Jody five laps in all — 
so that when the abused engine began smoking. 


and finally faded ten laps from the end, his last 
run with Elf Team Tyrell left a sour aftertaste. 


_ Two of the other early stars came to bad ends as’ 


well. Watson, after pects back into the race 
from his escape road excursion, went out of it 


ring’ the Japanese driver’s impressive early race charge, 


—_ s”" Ss - ~ 2 —SE— i — 
up.” reported a watchmg photographer. “You 
could hear the bits tinkimg on the road after he 
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went by! 
The remarkably competitive run of the 
Bridgestone-shod J ese Tyrrell faded away 


when the tyres, which have rather a deep tread, 
chunking. Two ree stops used up the availi- 
ab supp , and Hoshino had to climb out and 
watch the finish from the sidelines. 

Hindsight unfortunately “proved” that those 

four drivers who elected to retire were “wrong”. 
Hindsight is brutal wisdom. All of them had 
shown strong moral fibre in so publicly making 
their choice when their fellows were willing to con- 
tinue a way eee gamble. 
» James unt, new World Champion, was 
gracious about the decision of the man whose title 
he had ae taken away. “I think Niki made 
absolutely the right decision. I still feel as I felt 
before the start, that it was madness to start m 
those conditions. All right, once we did start and I 
got in front I had pretty much of a clear road, for 
anyone behind, anyone else, it must have been 
appalling.” ‘ 

And the race winner’s post-race view: “I gotta 
respect the decision they made. I think it was* 
craz eo start the race — but now I’m kinda glad 
we did! 


while (above) the T'yrrell pit give Patrick Depailler the all important sign towards the latter stages, but to no avail. 
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Salvador Canellas (fifth overall) hurls his ungainly but 


deceptively quick SEAT through a typical downhill loose surfaced stage. : 


Darniche takes the title 


Jorge de Bagration’s first international win — 2nd place for Darniche assures the Frenchman of the 
European rally title — Jaroszewicz crashes — Report: MARTIN HOLMES — Photographs: HUGH BISHOP. 


Bernard Darniche is the new European 
Champion! He drove cautiously in his usual 
training Lancia Stratos (its first-ever event) 
to finish second behind Jorge de Bagration 
(Lancia Stratos). He thereby gained another 
60 points which gives him an unbeatable 
total of 380 points. His challengers for the 
championship were Andrezj Jaroszewicz 
(Lancia Stratos) and the local driver 
Antonio Zanini (SEAT 1430/1800). The 
Polish man left the road when lying second, 
half way through the second night, while 
the Spaniard finished third. Zanini had been 
delayed by two punctures which he received 
on one stage, and he had to fight hard to pull 
back from seventh place to fourth. He rose 
to third place when Fernando Lezama, a 
Spanish Ford Escort driver, volunteered to 
incur a time control penalty at the finish. 
This virtually assured Zanini of finishing 
second in the series — and assured Lezama 
of the thanks of SEAT for saving the 
national car manufacturer from having to 
make an expensive journey next month to 
the final championship rally in Poland. 

The Spanish Rally was the first time that all the 
top three European drivers had met together on 
one event. Every time one would score some tell- 
ing victory which would create a lead in the series: 
the irony of this event was that when all three 
met another driver altogether won! He was a 
Spanish amateur enthusiast, the first man to rally 
a Stratos outside Italy and to date, a person who 
has gained success on small events. On last 
year's ish rally he had led in the early stages, 


but he crashed and retired. Events on which he 
had scored victories in the past have been minor, 
short rallies. His form on rallies had always been 
uncertain. His racing career, in Formula 2 and 2- 
litre sports cars, has been more famous. Darniche 
started the event as strong favourite for the 
championship — and consequently not such a 
strong favourite to go for a win. All he needed was 
a good position in the top three or four places. 
Jaroszewicz started with only 254 points to the 
320 of Daniche — and needed to win desperately. 
And even more desperate was Zanini, who had 
only 240. Eighty points were at stake, with two 
rounds left — each of coefficient one, which meant 
that each would only offer the winner 20. 


ENTRY 


Darniche started at number one. The order of 
starting was not very material, as the first night 
consisted of asphalt stages, all rather short. His 
Be eae rally car was being prepared for the 

our de Corse, so he completed his training in a 
Renault 12. Was this some ex-works car, perhaps? 
“No, Avis of course!” (his normal work near Paris 
is hiring Avis cars). Alain Mahe, his co-driver for 
every event, save the specialised German rally, 
the Sachs Baltic, was again beside him in the darx 
blue Chardonnet-sponsored car. Next came Jaros- 
zewicz in one of his red and white Stratos. The car 
was privately entered as usual, but the colour of 
the car and the presence of many of his country- 
men made it obvious that this was a national pu 
licity activity. Other drivers told about his 
anxiety to succeed. Every night he would say that 
he was to make along and serious training ses- 
sion. Every night he would be back rather earlier 
than ex mumbling somethi about 
another accident. Every night the fai mech- 


anics would work late, making his training 
Stratos ready for the morrow. Then cane Zanini. 
If ever the conditions were designed for him to 
succeed, this was it. His co-driver Juan Petisco 
had been retained by the organisers to plan the 
route. In fact, the RACE had some troubles 
before the event, partly through the nearness of 
the Jarama European Touring car race and partly 
through internal problems — and they needed 


The new Champion — Bernard Darniche. 
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outside help to organise the event anyway. The 
RACE rally was designed to be anti-Stratos! The 
gravel stages on the second night were consider- 
ably longer than the asphalt stages reserved for 
the first night. On the asphalt stages, most of the 
route was downhill — to negate the power 
advantage of those Dino 6-cylinder engines. And, 
of course, he had the advantage of being local. 
Neither of the foreign Stratos drivers had been to 
the Spanish Rally before, and several of the 
stages were familiar to Zanini from other national 
events, not just previous Spanish internationals. 
His car was, of course, absolutely reliable. 

The other competitors were little more than 
formalities. The foreign drivers were hardly en- 
couraged. Regulations for the event were not even 
received outside Spain before the event. There 
had been a postal strike at a critical moment but, 
even so, requests for regulations were not dealt 
with any promptness and arrangements for pos- 
sible entries had to be handled by outside parties 
who had no authority. Some Escorts had been 
Benised from England as possible competitors, 

ut eventually in despair at not hearing from the 
club the drivers had to cancel their plans. Even 
those who eventually entered from abroad, like 
the German Werner Schweizer or the Frenchman 
Jean Paul Luc, told of similar frustrations. People 
began to feel that perhaps the organisers were 
under pressure to resist these foreign entries. 
They could not deter Bagration — but he had 
never proved.a serious driver on big events. The 
local private SEATs have in recent months 
proved unreliable especially when fitted with six- 
teen valve heads (the best of these drivers Carlos 
Trabado was given a works car for this event). 
There were two local Escorts: a good one for 
Fernando Lezama — as seen rather disappoint- 
ingly on the Manx Trophy Rally. This was a new 

1800 built in Britain David Sutton Cars. 
Then there was an extraordinary RS1600 built as 
a aig car and entered by the Palmera team for 
Beny Ferandez and a similar car but more orthod- 
oxly assembled for the Becmo team driver Pedro 
Bonet. The SEATs were the only official cars 
entered. 


SoTROSSoOeT OC OSES Fe 707E 


Last year saw an amazing atmosphere — an 
“end-of-season” spirit when it was win-or-bust. 
The crashes were frequent and hair-raising. Some- 
how this year it. was different. There were more 
serious drivers, despite the absence of the 
Spanish FASA and the official Spanish Chryslers. 
There was still a rule that only the top thirty cars 
(78 were entered, 66 started) would be allowed to 
start the second night of rallying. Last year this 
rule raised panic in the Spanish club drivers. Al- 
though the majority of the asphalt stages were 
downhill, they still favoured the larger cars. There 
were many little Simcas — and even three Seat 
127s — which stood little or no chance of making 
the second half. The events of the first night 
showed a reliability of the cars and a maturity of 
the drivers which made the chances of competing 
in the second half even tighter than expected. The 
first few stages were the same this year as the last 
but the crashes never happened. After the open- 


a 


Showing evidence of an excursion, Bernard Darniche takes his 


Top Group 2 and seventh overall went to the Opel Kadett of Ignacio Arroitia/Juan Carlos Pradera. 


“training”’ car to second position. 


ing two stages the rally made three laps of six 
stages each, which made training and servicing 
for the private drivers simple. 


RALLY 


Jaroszewicz was fastest on the first test, but 
then Bagration got into his groove and made fas- 
test time, one and the other. Darniche started 
badly: he had a puncture on the first stage and 
then on the third he lost three minutes (and a 
minute of road penalty at the ensuing control) 
when the throttle cable broke. Jaroszewicz had an 
anti-roll bar break — which left Bagration firmly 
in the lead. After thirteen stages the order was 
Bagration ahead by 89 seconds from the Polish 


- driver, two minutes ahead of Zanini, another ten 


seconds ahead of Canellas (the other SEAT 
driver), whilst the Escorts of Fernandez and 
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ECR EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP 


R.A.C.E. RALLY 
continued 


Lezama were next. Only then came Darniche. 
Fernandez’s Escort sounded and sped like a rac- 
ing car, but eventually everything started to go 
wrong. The alternator failed, the front suspension 
gave trouble and the oil pressure fell. It was time 
to go home! Lezama was oaIng brake fluid but 
going well, as was Bonet. Trabado never quite 
made the occasion with the third works SEAT. He 
eventually went off the road and overturned. I 

the leading Group 2 car (an Opel Kadett with fiv 


speed gearbox) Arroitia was ahead of Ortiz in the ° 


pec kest of the hard-driven Simcas whilst the race 
or the ladies’ prize was incredibly close: Nuria 
Llopis (Simca) was leading Pepa Ruedas (Opel 
Kadett) by only three seconds. 

At the end of the first night’s driving the order 
was still very close. Although Bagration had man- 
aged to pull ahead to lead Jaroszewicz by 2m 05s, 
the placings below the top ten were very close: 
less than five minutes separated the 15th from 
the 30th places. Gone was Luc with his CX2200: 
five road minutes with lights trouble put him out. 
Upset was Schweizer to have a lady driver 
(Ruedas) ahead of him in essentially an identical 
car! Darniche had passed Bonet into sixth place, 
but he was able to look forward to the natural 
order-changes that the loose-surfaces stages on 
the second night would bring. Zanini, with 2m 56s 
deficit was anxious that the roads would prove to 
be too hard for the plastic Italian cars. With his 
incredible defeat of the factory Fords on the 

avel stages on the Firestone still in every 
5 anish enthusiast’s mind, would Zanini now be 

le to head off the Stratos on the gravel as well? 

The second night. got off to an uncertain start. 
The weather which had been fine for the first 
night promised to deteriorate. With one of the 
stages making nearly 1600 metres’ altitude, 
would there be sudden falls of snow? Then, when 
cars reached this stage the radio link from the 
start to the finish failed, so it was cancelled. The 
gravel stages were linked in a ae that was 
tackled twice, so cars had to return later in the 
night. To Zanini’s alarm, it’: was Darniche who 
made the running. Jaroszewicz was having mis- 
firing trouble: the car sounded terrible. Suddenly, 
however, it began to clear, so perhaps the problem 
was something trivial like a sticking valve? The 
Pole was not seriously inconvenienced by this 
trouble — he was more worried about its possible 
cause. But then when it all went well he suddenly 
went off the road and damaged his suspension. 
Suddenly something positive had happened! But 
then on the previous stage something else was 
happening. Zanini had a puncture on the long 
25 stage, changed the wheel — and then 
promptly had another. In accordance with stand- 
ing SEAT team orders, he changed the wheel 
am! As if this was not a bad enough blow, 

anellas had a puncture — and again changed the 
wheel. Then he had a second as well. For a 
moment, Lancias were first, second and third. For 
an instant, one could almost detect a smile of 
satisfaction on the face of Nik Bianchi, who was 
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Andrzej Jaroszewicz, after several training accidents, had an official one on the rally. 
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attending and keeping control on his company’s 
customers . . . Suddenly the order changed 
radically. Jaroszewicz was out, Darniche leapt up 
to second, and third was Lezama. Canellas, who 
had come out of the puncture stage debacle two 
minutes better was down at sixth place, Zanini 
was seventh. For Zanini it was time for Action. 
With just a quarter of the rally left, Zanini had 
to fight for his European hopes. With Darniche 
ahead his chance of winning the series was slim, 
but unless he made a major effort now he would 
never rise higher than third in the series at all. He 
made a series of four fastest times which pulled 
him up to fourth place by the finish, still not high 
enough to save the team the trouble of et 
the Warsaw Rally. Then SEAT approache 
Lezama and talked in general terms about 
Spanish problems. Whether or not Lezema 
worries about the Spanish economy or whether or 
not he abhorred the thought of a mere Spanish 
Ford privateer being aknalt of a factory SEAT we 
will probably never know. The outcome was that 
it was agreed that Lezema would arrive at the 
final control some two minutes late to give Zanini 


third place behind Bagration and Darniche. 
Darniche himself. had a late-rally scare. Three 
stages before the end he made a turn into a corner 
and found the front bodywork had jammed the 
wheel — and off the road he went. It was the first 
time he had ever scratched a Stratos! Luckily he 
was back again with less than three minutes’ 
delay, but when Bagration stopped to tell 
Chardonnet that his car was off the road, 
Chardonnet’s face fell a mile. All ended well, even 
though competitors had to battle their way 
through snow falls on the drive to the finish. A 
privateer has won the championship at last! 


Spanish (R.A.C.E.) Rally, ECR Round 33 - 
(22nd/24th October, 1976) 

J. De Bagration/M. Barbeito (Lancia Stratos) 3h 25m 43s. 
B. Darniche/A. Make (Lancia Stratos) 3h 28m 29s. 
A. Aznini/J. Petisco (Seat 1430/1800) 3h 37m 24s. 
F. Lezama/J-M. Abasn (Ford Escort RS1800) 3h 38m 02s. 
S. Canellas/D. Ferrater (Seat 1430/1800) 3h 41m 12s. 
6, P. Bonet/J. Arnella (Ford Escort RS1800) 3h 44m 23s. 

7, |. Arroitia/J. C. Pradera (Opel Kadett GT/E) 3h 53m 06s; 8, G. 
Ortiz/M. J. Cabal (Simca 1200) 3h 54m 03s; 9, C. Torres/P. De 
Marais (Mazda RX3) 4h 03m 07s; 10, J. L. Echavel/L-M. Uriate 
(Simca 1200)4h04m16s, _ ; 

Group One winner: “Gavi’'/J-L Gonzales (Seat 1430/1800) 4h 
08m 49s (11th overall) i 
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Antonio Zanini is virtually assured of second place in the ECR after his R.A.C_E. result. 
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Airikkala discusses plans with Gerry Johnstone (left) and Bill Blydenstein 
fright) at the Motor Show. Having made his decision back in Finland, he 


Pentti signs up for Vauxh 


telephoned Gerry to agree to the proposals last Wednesday morning. Pentti 
commented: “I have watched DTV during 1976; the team and their new 
Magnum impress me. I have great confidence in them and the new Chevette, I 


shall try and win every time for them.” 


This week we are able to bring you a 
story which has been widely 
rumoured for more weeks now than 
Ps even the participants have 

een involved. Press Preview day at 
the Earls Court Motorshow is tradi- 
tionally a place where deals are 
signed and trade representatives 
gather, so when we heard that Pentti 
Airikkala, together with a number of 
key personnel from DTV were in 
attendance, it seemed that all those 
rumours were at last to be officially 
revealed to us. 


TOUR OF HAMSTERLEY 


Ward hands it 


Steve Ward is one of a small but 
gradually increasing band of very’ 
ae young British stage rally 

ivers. Last year, Ward started at 
number 226 on the Lombard RAC 
Rally. Very few peas had heard of 
him, for after all he had scarcely ever 
competed in stage events before. 
Ward finished 39th overall, a result 
which perhaps did not get the recog- 
nition it deserved. This year he has. 
been consistently quick and again 
came to prominence with a fine 
second overall ahead of men like 
Tony Drummond and George Hill on 
the Lakeland Stages. 


Last weekend he was at it again, 
and although he eventually went off 
the road, Steve managed to imprint 
his stamp on the second Teesside 
Motorsport Group’s Tour of 
Hamsterley before he did so. Winner 
of the event was, as last year, Fred 
Henderson in the Oates Garages 
Toyota Celica, but Ward was fastest 
on all but two of the 11 stages and 
completely dominated proceedings. 


The Tour of Hamsterley is unique 
in the north as a single venue special 
stage event run entirely in Hamster- 
ley forest. Eleven stages (including a 
superb nine miler as a grand finale) 
totalled a competitive 54 miles with- 
in a total route of 62, so the hours of 
action were scheduled between the 
very civilised 10.30/16.30 hours. The 
Tour of Hamsterley represents a 
unique opportunity for the road rally 
men of the north-east of England to 
try their hand at stage rallying, be- 
cause the cost of the event and the 


non-major championship status 
allows them to get both entries and 


sensible practice. 
_ This year the rally was sponsored 
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lessly stuck in dee 


Sure enough a delighted Gerry 
Johnstone rang us on Wednesday 
with the news that Pentti had signed 
with DTV for 1977. Airikkala has 
now flown off to Spain for a holiday 
prior to the Lombard RAC (which he 
is contesting in David Sutton’s 
Avon Tyres RS1800 as usual) but he 
had time to agree to the DTV pro- 
posals before he left. 

DTV are, of course, planning to 
run two Chevettes in the RAC Rally 
championship next year and the 
addition of Airikkala to the team 


to Henderson 


by Matgrove Motor Factors of 
Thornaby and similarly to last year, 
consisted of two laps of five stages 
each, plus the nine miler at the end of 
the afternoon. Fog and mist which 
was present at scrutineering per- 
sisted throughout the day and 
contributed to a number of spec- 
tacular incidents principally from 
the less experienced competitors. 
Ward took five seconds off the field 
in the first 2} mile test despite doing 
a third of it on a rear wheel puncture.: 
He did not look back from there. 
After four tests Ward led by 51 
seconds, but on the very stage the. 
BDA in the RS1800 died in a cloud of 
steam as the car crossed a ford. 
Thirty-six seconds were lost getting 
it going again, but just } mile down 
the road an extremely irate Ward 
put the car off the road while 
attempting a downhill righthand 
bend. The RS1800 became hope-: 
glutinous mud 
where it remained for over an hour. 
Lombard RAC practice was the only 
thing left for Ward in the afternoon, 
but he managed fastest time on four 
of the five repeated stages and 
caught no less than three cars on the 
final nine mile test. 

Thus the two winners of the Radio 
Tees Navigators Competition 
finished their rally in a very grati- 
fying first and second places — 
chauffeured by Fred Henderson and 
John Cockerill, the two cars separ- 
ated by just 28 seconds. These two 
drivers effectively controlled the 
stages after the demise of Ward. 


Owen (Vauxhall Magnum), 64.29. 


underlines just how serious they are 
about the project. As Gerry said: 
“we're really going to have work now 
to give him the back-up he 
deserves.” DTV’s current work 
sheet certainly makes interesting 
reading. Projects presently under- 
way include a new Chevette for Will 
Sparrow, possibly in time for the 
Lombard RAC; a new G2 Magnum 
for Paul Faulkner in case Will has to 
use his usual car on the RAC — a 
situation which may come about due 
to Chevette parts supply delays; 
next there is the question of a LHD 
Chevette for Pentti which must be 
ready and tested in time for the New 
Year (Tour of Dean). . . . there is Will 
Sparrow’s Magnum to re-fettle after 
the Castrol 76 in time for the RAC; 
and also a careful check over Jim 
McRae’s G1 car (Jim could still win 
the championship at the last hurdle 
from Chrysler), so no one is going to 
be bored at Shepreth over the next 


few months! Gerry, however, has. 


never been afraid of a little hard 
work and it will be very interesting 
to watch the progress of the 
Chevettes next year, especially with 
the incredibly talented Mr Airikkala 
at the wheel. =e 


As far as David Sutton is con- 
cerned, the situation remains in a. 
state of flux. Commenting last week, 
he mentioned that ‘‘naturally we are 
very sorry to lose Pentti and we wish 

im every success with his new 
team’’. David is currently roles a9 
more deals for next year, but nothing 
official has yet been decided. 


; 


Roger Clark/Stuart Pegg ( a 
Sandro Munari/Silvio Maiga ( 
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Simo Lampinen/X (S 
10 Maurizio Verini/Nini 
11 Walter Rohrl/Jochen Berger ( 


(Saab 96 


18 Tony Fowkes/Bryan Harris (G 
20 Billy Coleman/Dan O'Sullivan (E 


32 Nigel Rockey/Derek Tucker (GB) ( 


976 Lombard RAC 


Timo Makinen/Henry Liddon (SF) (RS1800) 

Bjorn Waldegaard/Hans Thorszelius (S) (Lancia Stratos) : 

Markku Alen/IIkka Kivimaki (SF) (Fiat Abarth 131 Rallye) 

Stig Blomqvist/Hans Sylvan (S) (Saab 99 EMS) 

Hannu Mikkola/Jean Todt (S 1 Toye Celica 2000 GT) 
(RS1800 

) (Lancia Stratos) 

Ove Andersson/Martin Holmes Cages Corolla) 


usso (I) ru Abarth 131 Rallye) 
[ r er (D) (Opel Kadett GT/E) 
12 Jean Luc Therier/Michel Vial (F) (Toyota Celica 2000 GT) 
13 Harry Kallstrom/X (S) (Datsun Violet) 
14 Fulvio Bacchelli/Francesco Rossetti (1) (Fiat Abarth 131 Rallye) 
15 Ari Vatanen/Peter Bryant (SF) (RS1800) 
16 Russell Brookes/John Brown (GB) (R 
17. Per Eklund/Bjorn Cederberg 8) (Saa 
) (RS1800) 
(Opel Kadett GT/E) 
(RS1800) 
21 Tony Pond/Dave Richards (GB) (Triumph TR7) 
22 Pentti Airikkala/Mike Greasley (SF) (RS 1800) 
23 Per-Inge Walfridsson/Austin Frazer Srihates Stratos) 
24 Brian Culcheth/Johnstone Syer (GB) (Triumph TR7) 
- 25 Chris Sclater/Paul White (GB) (Chrysler Avenger) 
26 Andrew Dawson/Andrew Marriott (GB) (Datsun Violet 
27 Rauno Aaltonen/Claes Billstam (SF) (Opel Kadett GT/E) 
28 Will Sparrow/Rodney Spokes (GB) (Vauxhall Chevette) 
29 John Taylor/John Jensen (GB) (RS1800) 
30 Ragnotti/Jaubert (F) (Renault Alpine A310) 
31 John Haugland/Fred Gallagher OES tama RS) 
33 Tony Drummond/Phil Short (GB) (RS1800) 
34 Paul Faulkner/Monty Peters (GB) (Vauxhall Magnum) 
35 Leif Asterhag/Anders Gullberg (S) (Toyota Celica GT) 
36 Tony Fail/Mike Broad (GB) (Opel Kadett) 


19 Anders Kullang/Claes rete 


by Peser Newton 


Donegal 
back on 
the map. 


Donegal is on again. This encourag- 
ing news was brought to us via 
Derek McMahon who recently con- 
vened a meeting of the Donegal MC 
to see what could be done to resur- 


rect the event. 


We gather that there is now a new 
rally committee and the dates sche- 
duled for next year are 17th/19th 
June. The organisers are using the 
same road bock as was used last 


year, and they hope to have the 


event reinstated in the ECR for 
1978. The Donegal Rally will once 
again be sponsored by the Irish 
Tourist Board. 


@ Over 600 people attended the first 
Rallye Sport forum of a new series 
which was organised on Monday by 
Haynes of Maidstone. The panel con- 
sisted of John Taylor, Stirling Moss, 
Tony Mason, Ari Vatanen and 
Stuart Turner and among the other 
attractions was the Scottish Rally 
film ‘Scotch — and Dry’ and the 
Graham Hill film. The whole evening 
raised over £1000 for the Graham 
Hill fund which was a tremendous 
effort. 

The Rallye Sport forums continue 
this week and next with Blackpool 
this Friday, and then Hull on Mon- 
day, Leeds on Tuesday, Perth on 
Wednesday and _ Carlisle on 
Thursday. 


seeding 


$1800) 
b 99 EMS Rally) 


Markku Saaristo/Colin Francis (SF) (RS2000) 
Pat Ryan/Mike Nicholson (GB) (Triumph Dolomite Sprint) 
Kyosti Hamalainen/Urpo Vihervaara (SF) (RS2000) 

Robin Eyre-Maunsell/Neil Wilson (GB) (Chrysler Avenger GT) 
Bror Danielson/Ulf Sundberg (S) (Opel Kadett GTE) 

Jimmy McRae/lan Muir (GB) Mee Yt Magnum) 

Ronnie McCartney/Rob Pendleton (GB) (RS2000) 
Heinz-Walter Schewe/Franz-Josef Moormann (Oy eae 911SC) 
Jean-Paul Perusse/John Bellefleur (CDN) (Saab 99 EMS) 

Jan Hettema/John Billet ra RS1800 

Walter Smolej/X (D) (Ope! Kadett GT/E) 

George Hill/X (GB) (Vauxhall Magnum Coupé) 

Drew Gallacher/David McHarg (GB) (RS1600) 

X/X (Chrysler Avenger) 

David Thompson/Alan Greenwood (GB) (RS1800) 
Jan-Erik Lundgren/Arne Johansson (S) (Ope! Kadett GT/E) 
Barry Lee/John Gittins (GB) (Datsun Violet) 

Franz Wittmann/John Morgan (A Ome Kadett GT/E) 
John Buffur/Vickr’ (USA) (RSI 
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Crowd control 
in Yorkshire 


As a result of the enormous number 
of tors that crowded into the 
Yorkshire stages on the Lombard 
RAC Rally last year, the Area 
Organiser has decided to take 
comprehensive action to uy. and 
prevent the jamming of roads that 
occurred on the last event. Gordon 
Forster had a _ meetin last 
month with the National Farmers 
Union, the Local Councils involved, 
the National Parks, the North York-. 
shire Police including the Scar- 
borough Police and Mr. Burke- 
Bloor, Area Manager ofthe RAC. 

It was recommended and finally 
accepted that the RAC will signpost 
just two routes for spectators. The 
first of these will direct spectators 
from the A170 in the village of 
Thornton Dale northwards to enter 
the Dalby complex through the. 
village of Low Dalby. All spectators 
using this route will be charged a fee 
_ at the toll gate at Forest Hill near 
Thornton Common House. cat 

‘The second spectator route will be 
signposted from Brompion takin 
spectators up through Sawdon an 
then right at Granary Farm towards 
the north east where again there will 
be a toll to be paid and parking pro- 
vided. On leaving, there will be no. 
return on that road. A one-way 
system will operate which takes 
spectators on the North Forest Road 
which passes one of the stage starts, 
and the spectators will then proceed. 
from east to west on the North 
Forest Road, past Brompton Moor. 
House down to Basin Howe, Cock 
Moor Hall, to exit on the A170 at 
Snainton. 

Following these recommendations, 
the Public Relations team for the 
Yorkshire area has called on the resi- 
dents over the whole of this route 
.and this suggestion of a one-way 
system has been thoroughly endorsed 
by them. The competitors’ route is 
through the village. of Wykeham 
through at the north side on to 
North Moor to the start of a stage at. 
the top of the hill and this will be 
kept clear of all traffic other than 
competitors. 

The Police and RAC Patrolmen are 
controlling the traffic flow in accor- 
dance with this system and anyone 
who tries to go against the pre-deter- 
mined flow will apparently be very 
severely dealt with. 


Charrington 
back 

Louth’s rally — 
again 


fully p etiates by the Lincolnshire- 


Louth Motor Club,for the 1977 Bass 
Charrington National Rally, which 


will take place ae Saturday, April 


16th, 1977. 

The event will continue with basi- 
cally the same format as the 1976 

ally, with the Start, Halfway and 
Grimsby. 
- Qne imnovation for 1977 is the 
dropping of cash awards. This move 
has taken with the intention of 
a ing the entry fee as low as pos- 
approximately £2.00 per entry will 
be made. 
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sponsorship 


again being situated in’ 


It is estimated that a saving of | 


Drummond or Stokes? 


The fmal round of the Castrol/ 
AUTOSPORT _ rally Geipienship 


takes place this weekend. The York: 


MC’s Raylor Rally will decide not 
only the overall championship but 
also the closely fought G1 battle in 
which a number of 
a chance at the title. David Stokes, 
who has led the championship vir- 
ually. all year by dint of some note- 
worthy consistent erformances, 
was finally relieved of his lead on the 
Castrol ’76 and now trails Tony 
Drummond by a handful of points as 
the championship moves to the 
Yorkshire forests — Tony’s back- 
yard. Drummond’s chances of vic- 
tory on this one seem to be very 
good, but interest will also be 
generated by the hoped for ap- 
pearance of Tony Pond in the 
Leyland TR7. Tony who will be 
accompanied by Mike Nicholson in; 
this instance, will be getting some 
more . vital testing prior to the 
Lombard RAC. A disc braked rear 
axle may be seen for the first time on 
the TR7. The leading 25 crews will be 


as follows: 
1, Laurie Richards/John Tew 
RS1800); 2, Tony  Pond/Mike 


‘Nicholson (TR7); 3, Tony Fowkes/ 


Bryan Harris (RS1800); 4, Tony 
Drummond/Phil Short (RS1800); 5, 
Gordon.. Bachelor/Rodger Jenkins 
Set oCd): 6, ragey Thompson/Alan 
reenwood (RS1600); 7, Paul 
Faulkner/Monty Peters (RS1800); 8, 
David Stokes/Bill Andrews (RS1600); 
9, Malcolm Wilson/John Davies 
RS1600); 10, Jeff Churchill/Roger 
vans (Chrysler Avenger GT); 11, 
George Hill/Mike Broad (Vauxhall 
Magnum); 12, Colin Grewer/John 
Laverack (Opel Ascona); 13, Richard 
lliffe/Tony McMahon (RS1600); 14; 
Steven Ward/Andy. White (RS1800); 
15, Graham Lepley/— (RS1800); 16, 
Dennis Pelling/D. Jobling (RS1600); 
17, Frank Pierson/Arthur Brick 
(RS1600); 18, Paul Appleby/Keith 
O'Dell (Dolomite Sprint); 19, Mike 
Rawson/Chris_ Gray (Opel Kadett 
GT/E); 20, Dick Rowland/Howard 


rivers still have: 


sae 
Tony Drummond — 100% reliability 
this year. 


Cooper (RS1600); 21, Henry 
Inurrieta/Martin Whale (RS2000); 22, 
Chris Lord/Rodney Spokes (Vauxhall 
Magnum); 23, Chris Field/Keith Read 
Ae Avenger GT); 24, Robin 

arrington/Philip Gunning (RS1600); 
25, Pip Dale/Richard Stark (Vauxhall 


Magnum). 
Other leading names _ include 
Bernard Bannin (26); David 


Hardcastle (27); Jill Robinson, Terry 


Kaby, Steve Reed, Geoff and Alan. 


Simpson, and other leading BTRDA 
crews — some in rather novel 
seeding order. 

Scrutineering is being held at the 
premises of H. B. Raylor and Co, 
Thomas Street, Hull Road, York; 
between 19.00 and 21.00 tomorrow 
(Friday) and the organisers would 
like to point out their regret over the 
24/3 hour halfway halt. This is appar- 
ently necessitated by the require- 
ment to turn all the stage arrows 
around as all the stages are being 
run in the reverse direction during 
the afternoon. Unfortunately this 
delay may mean that some crews will 
be attempting later stages in dark- 
ness. The halt itself is at the Corner 
Café on Marine Drive in Scar- 
borough. Spectator information is as 
follows: 


Spectator information 


SECTION 1. CASTLE 
HOWARD to 
SCARBOROUGH 


START: Map Reference 711699} 
Castle Howard between York and 
Malton 9.00hrs — scrutineering from 
6.00hrs to 9.00hrs. Catering avail- 
able — breakfast snacks and hot 
drinks from 7.00hrs. First stage in, 
grounds of Castle Howard, car park- 
ing in official car parks. 


oo ton Forest: Map Reference 749} 
2 


First car 9.43hrs. Enter by Wrelton 
A.170 via Cropton Village — parsing 
side of road to Rosedale Abbey — 
please park well off road. 


Dalby Forest and Staindale Forest: 
Map Reference 858862 and 889891 
First car 10.30hrs. Enter by Thorn- 
ton Dale A.170 North SP Whitby 2 
miles turn right SP Low Dalby via 
Forest Drive — do not park in offi- 
cial competitor service areas. Do not 
enter via Ebberston under any 
circumstances. 


Wykeham Forest: Map Reference 
939878 
First car 11.13hrs. Enter by 
Brompton A.170 via Sawdon follow 
arrows and park off road. Exit via 
one way system to Wykeham — do 
not attempt to enter via Wykeham. 


Sen Corn Café —. North 
Marine ive Map _ Reference: 


038898. Half way halt. 

First car 11.30hrs. Spectator parking 
on Marine Drive — food — bar — 
motoring films available. 


SECTION 2. 
SCARBOROUGH to 


‘CASTLE HOWARD 


Wykeham Forest: Map Reference 
939878 

First car 12.5lhrs. Enter by Bromp- 
ton A.170 via Sawdon follow arrows 
and park off road — exit via one way 
system to Wykeham — do not 
attempt to enter via Wykeham. 


Dalby and Staindale Forest: Map 
Reference 889891 

First car 15.50hrs. Enter by Thorn- 
ton Dale A.170 North SP Whitby 2 
miles turn right SP Low Dalby via 
Forest Drive — do not park in offi- 
cial competitor service areas — do 
not enter via Ebberston under any 
circumstances. 


Cropton Forest: 
749925 ; 
First car 16.48hrs. Enter by Wreltoni 
A.170 via Cropton Village — pore 
side of road to Rosedale Abbey — 
please park well off road. 


Castle Howard: Map Reference 


Map Reference 


711699} 


First car 17.36hrs. Winal stage of 
Rally — results in Castle Howard 

Home -— 6 food/drinks 
a 


Castrol 
AUTOSPORT 


RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


Chances.... 


As the situation now appears, Drum- 
mond will have to finish in the first 
six places to make sure of the cham- 
See or within five places of 

tokes (who must drop his lowest 
score this year — 3 points) wherever* 
he finishes. Drummond currently 
holds a lead of three points in the 
championship but his car finished 
the Castrol 76 in such a rough condi- 
tion (no LSD, ruined halfshafts, 
broken hubs, broken gearbox and 
failing piston rings) that Tony is now 
working flat out to re-prepare the car 
for the Raylor. The spare engine is 
only half complete and was in any 
case intended for the RAC so the 
Esso car will be running on the ‘old 
smoker’ which finished the Castrol 
"16. Drummond is naturally hoping 
that it will last the distance. 

Despite his dramatic accident on 
the Castrol ’76 and all round advice 
to reshell the Elgam Organs 
Vauxhall, Chris Lord has not had 
time on his side, so Macgregors of 
Poulton Le Fylde (Blackpool) who 
maintain the car, have replaced 
almost every conceivable panel (eg: 
two new wings, new roof, new boot 
and rear panel etc.) and it is now 
reported that the car is “something 
like straight”. Chris is still well posi- 
tioned to take the Gi title although 
it is rumoured that Chris Field may 
have an 1850cc unit installed. 

The Castrol points situation 
among the leaders of both categories 
is as follow Tony Drummond 97; 
David Stokes 94; Paul Faulkner 69; 
Russell Brookes and George Hill 64. 
Group One: Chris Lord 73; Chris 
Field 70; Henry Inurrieta 66; David 
‘Hardcastle 63. 


@ We gather that although the 
Raylor Rally was not a part of 
Dunlop’s rally tyre service plans this 
year, nevertheless a van is being 
scheduled for the event and anyone 
requiring tyres will find the Dunlop 
crew both at scrutineering on Friday 
and at the Castle Howard start. 


Castol plans 
for 1977 


Plans are now well advanced for next 
year’s Castrol/AUTOSPORT cham- 
pionship, and regulations will be out 
shortly. The full list of events count- 
ing towards the championship is as 


follows: 

The Tour of Eppynt; the 
Gwynedd; Mintex International,’ 
Cheltenham Festival; Avon National 


(formerly Tavern); Lakeland Stages; 


Hadrian Centurion; ATS Stages; 
Burmah; Raylor; Castrol °77; Wye 
dean Stages. 


Eight out of the 12 rounds will 
count towards the chan ip and 
a full announcement including all the 
relevant detail information will ap- 
pear in these pages shortly. 
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The Simpsons on their way to a fortuitous victory which virtually assures 
them of the BTRDA Gold Star title. 


GEMS BROCK STAGES | 


Simpsons tie it up 


The Soar Valley Motor Club’s Gem’s 


Brock Rally, which took 
Saturday, saw the unusual result of 
a shared first place when an upheld 
protest put Geoff Simpson back in 
the running after a mistake before 
halfway. 

This event, the tenth round of the 
BTRDA Gold Star Championship 
was very generously sponsored by 
General Express Motor Supplies 
(Leicester) Ltd., and their Managing 
Director Mr George J. Brock. 

Scrutineering began at-8 o’clock at 
Batchelor Bowles & Co. 
while documentation took place at 
the starting point, Victoria Park, 
Leicester. The first car moving off at 


llam, in order that this late start 


would ensure that the latter stages 
were run in darkness. This is one of 
the very few events which now 
includes hight stages. 


The total route was approximately 


180 miles, which originally included 
44 miles of stages. Three stages were 
cancelled, which reduced the stage 
mileage to 40. Very wet conditions, 
resulting from heavy rain during the 
morning made stage surfaces ex- 
tremely slippery, but fortunately 
there were more near misses than 
actual collisions. 


Husband’s Bosworth provided the 


start to the day’s excitement. It was 
a short 1 minute stage, concrete 
surfaced, and Piersons’ A2s gave 
him a good advantage, as he finished 
here one second up. Wilbaston I 
followed, 3} minutes of tarmac on an 
airfield perimeter track, and here 
Pierson gained another second, The 
third stage was Rocke I, the 
only spectator stage of the day, and 
consisted of one minute of loose 
surfaced farm track. A blind brow a 
quarter of-a 


receded a steep downhill bank. 


Ehich offered very little of the 
adhesion required to negotiate the 
very narrow bridge at the bottom. 
The two leading cars had some heart- 
stopping moments here, Simpson 
claiming to have crossed the bridge 
broadside, and Reed admitting to 
thinking his end had come! 
Stage four, Harry’s Park, a one- 
minute forest track, was mostly a 
case of “bravest is best’’, as the lon 
and very slippery straight requir 
some courage to negotiate it at top 
speed. Fermyn I, stage 5, a four 
minute forest section of very high 


2 


lace last’ 


Garage, 


mile in from the start: 


quality surface was undisputedly the 
favourite stage of the day, suiting 
Simpson’s technique and enabling 
him to take fastest time by eight 
seconds. 

Cuckoo Lodge was to have been a 
smooth tarmac operational airfield, 
but was unfortunately cancelled due 
to a flight of Harrier jets arriving a 
day early. 

The seventh stage, Ketton I, a 


quarry, was a three minute drive of 
hard-packed, treacherously slippery’ 


surface, covered by deep patches of 
water. This proved to be the com- 
capa end of the rally for two 
eading crews, and the complete end 
for the Escort of N. Wyatt & B. 


‘Sawford, when, after total loss of 


vision through a muddy water 
splash, they found: themselves im- 
mediately onto a 
the great heights they attained could 
be well-founded as on landing the car 
was found to have 444° too much 
negative camber! Leading crews 
Pierson/Brick and Porter/Rother- 
ham were both drowned out here too. 
Stage 8, Fireshade I was 4 
minutes of forest track and pass 
without major incident. John Eaton 
was suffering from a slipping clutch, 
but otherwise seemed well pleased 
with his new 2-litre engine. 
Harringworth I, the last stage 
before the halfway and mostly of 
concrete surface, proved to be 
Simpson’s undoing. His co-driver, 
with brotherly tact, suggests that he 
was hurrying for his lunch but less 
biased reports indicate that a fast 
right leading into a_ tightening 
lefthander which was mud-covered 
deposited the whole crew up to its 


- axles in a very wet ploughed field. 


This little diversion cost them a 
maximum, and it was a very dejected 
pair that pulled into the Little Chef 
at Morcott, having quite lost their 
appetites! ; 

Pierson, too, was now wondering 
whether it was worthwhile carrying 
on, as his car was now suffering from 
a demianed rear shock absorber, but 
eventually both crews decided it was 
only fair to their respective sponsors 
to continue. 

Steve Reed now found himself in 
the lead, but was more than a little 
concerned at John Eaton’s very com- 
petitive times, knowing that one 
mistake could easily cost him his 
position. 


mp. Reports of |. 


The afternoon stages were mainly 
repeats of the morning; four of these 
to be attempted in the dark, and the 
two tarmac stages being cancelled 
due to marshalling - difficulties. 
Ketton II was the only stage to 
provide problems when Paul and Ted 
Bamford had the dash board fall out 
onto their laps, making driving very 
difficult, and Frank Pierson made an 
attempt to beat Wyatt’s previous 
low-flying record. 

The last stage of the day, Gretton, 
a long tarmac stage with fast 
straights and 90° rights, saw any 
chance of a first placed mixed crew 
award disappear when Chrissie 
Ashford and Tony Gilholme’s Tyre- 
services Great Britain Vauxhall 


Magnum left the road on a 90° right. - 


And thus back to the finish at 


Keythorpe Hall, Tugby, where a hot: 


meal was available for those who 
wanted it. Results were provisionally 
available within half an hour of the 
finish, and it was soon established 
that a protest lodged by a com- 
pee further down the list, No. 52, 

ad been sustained, in effect that 
Stage 9 was cancelled due to some 
competitors having been allowed to 
attempt the stage twice. 

This meant, of course, that 
Simpson, who had been using the 
afternoon stages as practice, was 
now in the happy position of being 
back in the running, and a look at the 
leader board showed first place 
shared equally between Simpson and 
Reed, with John Eaton in third 
place. 


This effectively gives Simpson (un-. 


officially) the Gold Star Cham- 
pionship. Although with two rounds 
remaining it would appear that an 
exciting battle for second place will 
ensue between Pierson and Reed. 


MARY SIMPSON 


1976 Gems Brock Stages 


1=A. Simpson/G. Simpson (RS1600), S. Reed/J. - 


Goodman (RS1600) 493; 

3, J. Eaton/D. Spence (RS1600) 550; 

4, P. Bamford/T. Bamford (RS1600) 585; 

5, P. Doughty/K. Doughty (RS1600) 610; 

6, J. Laley/G. Atkinson (RS1600) 645; 7 
Hullard/D. Crawley (RS2000) 655; 8, 
Thomas/N. Siggs (Mazda RX3) 677; 
Thompson/M. Purdy (Mexico) 680; 
Tucker/R. Ridler (Escort TC) 705. 


_championshi 


Cibié trophy 


The future success of any sport 
depends on the flow of young 
talented competitors and this is just 
as true of rallying. Rapidly rising 
costs means that an even greater 
strain than ever is being placed on 
the resources of the newcomers in 
their efforts to Lie, on level 
terms with the established ‘stars’. 

In the hope of assisting one of 
these up and coming drivers each 
year, Cibié are instituting a new 
annual award to be known as “The 
Silver Oscar” which will be awarded 
to the novice driver who, in the 
opinion of a panel of judges, has that 
season shown most promise. 

The award will be in the form of a 
silver plated Oscar lamp suitably 
mounted and engraved, together 
with a complete set of Cibié lights 
and a cheque for £350. 

It will be open to all novice drivers: 
i.e. anyone who has not been placed 
in the first three in a national rally 

De an providing 
throughout the season the 


U carry a 
special 55sq” sticker, and will be 
considered on the basis. of 


performance in any of the following 
championships:— 

Pirelli: Cars & Car Conversions; 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT: Motoring News. 
The panel of judges will consist of 
the Rally Editors of the three maga- 
zines concerned, under a chairman 


‘appointed by Britover. They will be 


taking into account, when making 
the award, the type of car being 
entered, the level of sponsorship (if 
any), and a high level of consistent 
performance will be looked for rather 
than a few outstanding results. 
During the following season 
Britover will apparently also, 
provide technical assistance to the 
award holder, and offer publicity and 
romotional back-up to help him, or. 
er,further their rally career. 


Owen holds off Laurie 


Last Saturday’s ETC Borderland 
Stages rally, formerly a 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT round, was won 
by the Portmadoc crew of Will 
Owen/Evan Williams. The Welsh. 
Border Car Club, who run the event, 
had organised 18 stages including 
farm tracks, three quarries, army 
land and a visit to Loton Park. 

Owen who led from start to finish, 


held off a strong challenge from 


Laurie Richards/John Lewis in the 
Century Oils RS1800. Laurie, who 


finished second, just 12 seconds in 
arrears, was still suffering from his 
‘motion sickness’ acquired in Europe 
and would, he said, lave retired at 
lunchtime but for the fact that he 
was in second place. Owen’s RS2000 
finished with 1019 seconds penalties 
to Laurie Richards’ 1031, and Martin 
Watson/Peter Stokes (RS1600) on 
1140. Ian Hughes was an _unfor- 
tunate retirement when he rolled his 
new Mk2 Escort heavily in one of the 
quarries. 


Monsieur Chardonnet looks on as mechanics service Bernard Darniche’s 


ECR-winning Lancia. See page 22. 


Rallying Ss fastest lady! 


To the world and the media she was always just ‘Pat’. She left a gap in rallying which no other girl has 
been able to fill. GRAHAM ROBSON looks back with affection on the rally career of ‘‘Stirling’s sister” 


Pat Moss-Carlsson assists with a wheel change to her Saab on the 64 RAC Rally at Sparkford Inn. Pat 
finished 4th overall with Liz Nystrom, and clinched the ECR Ladies Award for the fourth time. 


There is this horribly complacent assump- 
tion that women cannot, and never could, 


drive a car as quickly and well as men. It’s. 


complacent because, on the whole, it also 
happens to be true. The results prove it. It’s 
all very well getting generous and Women’s 
Libby about good triers like Divina and 
‘Lella, but... Od Bass . 

There was one exception, and you didn’t 
have to make any compromises to admit it. 
She is the only girl I know who could beat 
the world’s fastest men driving identical 
cars, the only girl I know who ever held 
down a team place on merit. Who? It could 
only be Pat Moss. 

Pat started her competition career with 
every possible advantage, and every pos- 
sible drawback. The good news was that she 
was Stirling’s sister, and with the help of 
Stirling’s manager, Ken Gregory, she had in- 
stant entrée to most factory racing shops. 
The bad news was precisely that she was 
Stirling’s sister — and everybody was ready 
to say that she would get her chances on his 
reputation. 

Thank God for Pat’s ability. It only took 
about two years for the world of motoring — 
of rallying in particular — to realise that she 
had all the talent, and driving reactions, 
that Alf and Aileen Moss bred into their two 
children. The joke of “‘Stirling’s little sister” 
lasted for about two events, and the condes- 
cending remarks about a season. After that 
we were all impressed. . 


We? Well, no, not me. It might be it to say 
this, but I am a bit younger than Pat, and read 
about all her early exploits in AUTOSPORT . But it 
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will be nice for me to sit down with my grandchil- 
dren one day and say, with truth: “Once I naviga- 
ted for Pat Moss on a rally!” 

BMC’s Competition Manager, Marcus Cham- 


bers, gave Pat her first “works drive”, and 


med in a fatherly manner over her great 
European rallying exploits for many years. By 
modern standards,.too, BMC always got Pat’s 
services ‘“‘on the cheap”. Stuart Turner recently 
told me how Alf Moss rang him up one day at. 
Abingdon and said “Ford have offered Pat Moss 
£5,000 a year to drive for them. What are you 
going to do about it?” Stuart’s reaction was to be 
startled: ‘‘I didn’t know rally drivers were worth 
that much to anybody. They certainly hadn’t been 
at BMC, that’s for sure. So we let her go to Ford 
— I fixed her though, I ged up Pauline 
Mayman and Val Domleo to drive together for 
BMC, and that left Pat without a navigator at all 
for 1963!” ; 

From the late 1950s, when she took over at 
BMC from Nancy Mitchell, to the end of the 
1960s when motherhood and boredom took over 
from the attraction of Cesare Fiorio’s million-lire 
Lancias, Pat was the fast lady of rallying. In her 


full-time rallying career she drove for BMC, Ford, 


Saab and Lancia. Later appearances for Alpine- 
Renault and Toyota have been lucrative and suc- 
cessful one-offs. ; 
Pat made many good moves in her life, but 
prose. the best of all was to meet, love, and 
ter to marry Eric Carlsson. Eric and Pat were al- 


ready inseparables by 1960 — when Eric was just: 


as likely to be found driving a BMC service car as 
to be rallying his own Saabs — and after their 
marriage in 1963 it was inevitable that they 
should soon be driving in the same team. The 
story of how Pat joined Saab from Ford, and how 
Eric nearly joined Ford from Saab, and the frantic 
politicking which went on for weeks beforehand, 
is something of which Fi in and Mosley 
would be proud. Saab won, of course, but for a 


_self an MG TF from 


t 
time it was close. 

Pat’s introduction to rallying, almost as soon as 
she had learned to drive, was as third navigator 
(in the back of Ken Gregory’s Standard Vanguard 
estate) on what might whimsically be ed a 
‘navigators’ night trial’; the driver, and his car, 


‘were not at all important. 


Pat’s first ca as a driver, after a chance meet- 
ing with Ann Wisdom, was in her Morris Minor, 
breathed-on by Stirling’s mechanic Alf Francis.‘ 
Ann Wisdom, ‘Wiz’ to all who knew her well, 
later said in her introduction to Pat’s book** “We 
won this treasure hunt because we were the only 
people to find a worm AND a feather.’” eee: 

Her first real rally car was a new Triumph TR2, 
collected quite by coincidence from Dennis Done’s 
Berge in Chester on the same day as the Daily 

xpress MCC National rally was passing 
through. It was the final nudge to her urge to 
drive far and fast. The TR2 was rallied all winter, 
and by the followin Specs she had secured her- 

C for the 1955 Rally. 

That was just the start. Third among the 
Ladies, but well down in general classification, 
she had been bitten by the rallying “bug”. We 
know it well. The rest is history. By 1958 Pat was 
good enough to do a complete series of events for 

MC ~ and finish fourth overall in her second 
Liege-Sofia-Liege, in a big Healey. 

It still wasn’t easy to link Pat’s appearance, and 
her manner, with the way she drove a car. Al- 
though always a girl with broad shoulders, and a 
‘great deal of strength developed in hauling 
around horses on the show-jumping circuit, she 
was both exceptionally pretty, and exceptionally 
girlish. All the nice things applied to girls from 
the best schools applied to Pat — things were 
either “super” or “jolly nice”, and when surprised 


“. . . She lost her handbag at 
every opportunity. It was so regu- 
lar that Marcus Chambers had re- 
minders added to most BMC 
mechanics’ service schedule lists:_ 
“Has Pat got her handbag’?” 


she usually unleashed the most devastatingly 

wide-eyed stare, and grin. Like all delightful 

females she lost her handbag at every oppor- 

tunity (It was so regular that Marcus Chambers 

had reminders added to most BMC mechanics’ 

ea schedule lists: “‘Has Pat got her hand- 
ag?’’). ; 

In the early years, of course, Pat Moss without 
Ann Wisdom was as unthinkable as eggs without 
bacon. The two were almost inseperable, and in 
fact Ann was no mean driver herself. Both could, 
and did, get very depressed, and it wasn’t wise, 
even for a hard-bitten pressman, to ask questions 
at the wrong time. Those two pretty girls could 
unleash a surprisingly complete vocabularly if 
pressed! 

‘ Pat, in fact, was often more gloomy when she 
was doing well. Her team managers could usually 
read the signs, and though they were always wise 
to jumour her, they were secretly delighted at the 
same time. If Pat stormed into a service point, 


‘complaining bitterly that the car was flee 
er than 


pieces, that she was driving even slow 
usual, and that she wanted to retire now, and 
where was the nearest airport; then you could bet 
that she had just gained several places, driven a 
big Healey or a Mini-Cooper in a way that only 
Timo could emulate, and that she would probably 
have tackled an escaped lion at that very minute. 
By 1960, and the start of that marvellous year 
where Pat finally proved that she was as quick as 
any of the men, C had the cars to back up that 
incredible talent. The big Healey (reviewed here in 
Autosport on August 5 was now very fast, very 
strong, and very versatile. > 
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Sewers te > 


fastest lady! 


continued 

In that one season, Pat started eight rallies for 
BMC; she won the Coupé des Dames six times 
land that was in the days when girls like E 
Rosqvist, Anne Hall and Annie Soisbault were a 
competitive), finished seventh on the Geneva, 
eighth on the Tulip, second on the Alpine, and 
went on to win the Liége-Sofia-Liége outright! 

The Liége win, of course, is now a legend, for 
Pat beat everybody who was anybody in the rally- 

y in the 1960 business. That and the fact that 
her big Healey’s gearbox had to be rebuilt in a 
roadside garage before the final hectic night in the 
French Alps. 

Winning Ladies’ prizes, or classes, was good 
enough for most people, but it wasn’t good 
enough for the redoubtable Miss Moss. Boy- 
friend Eric Carlsson (and when you saw the mas- 
sive stature of that altogether outstanding Swede 
you realise how inappropriate the description is) 
constantly urged her to greater and greater rally- 
ing efforts. He must also have found the time to 
teach her a bit about driving front-wheel-drive 
cars. For it was in Mini-Coopers that her next re- 
markable season — 1962 — was shaped. 

The year started sedtiery SngUET: with Pat tak- 
ing her customary Ladies’ Prize in the Monte. Her 
Mini-Cooper — 737ABL — the first to be rally- 

ared by BMC at Abingdon, then went on to 

her to outright victory in the Tulip and the 
German rallies, and third overall in the Geneva. 
Oh yes, and in the same year she notched up third 
overall in the Alpine, second in the Polish, and 
third in the RAC — all in the same big Healey, 
TIARX. 

That car was named “Sunset Strip” by Pat for 
obvious reasons; she had great affection for her 
favourite cars and always gave them pet names, 


to drive 
Carlsson. 


business, in the longest, toughest, and fastest’ 


Pressing-on through the rain on the 63 RAC for Ford, tackling the Coed-y-Brenin stage. . 


With Lancia — Pat Moss-Carlsson becomes involved with the srutineers prior to the Sestriere with 
assistance from Domenico Paganelli and Team Manager, Cesare Fiorio. 
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eg — oe — ee — ee eee 
hand, she had other cars called Dirty Gert 
— — and The Thing, which she didn't 

les Thing Was a particularly umucsy 
Healey which never won anything for anybody. 
Pat, being a star driver, made sure she never had 
to drive it again — not after the first time. 

Ford, and short-time Competition Manager Syd 
Henson, started Pat off on the big-business rally- 
ing game by hiring her from BMC for 1963. Like 
almost everybody else that year who arrived at 
Ford expecting to drive Lotus-Cortinas, she was 
disappointed, and after only one season went off 

ive Saabs with her new husband Eric 


Eric might have been a new team mate but 
there was nothing strange about the Saab. She 


already used one in British nationals (in the days 


when people like David Stone or myself were 
necessary to do the navigating bit to keep her 
pointing the right way), with interesting and 
sometimes dramatic results. Those were the days 


when Saabs still had drum brakes, and it wasn’t 
always possible to get the car sideways enough to’ 


slow it down. I well remember one occasion in 
derreat wettest Wales, when Pat’s awed ‘Oh my 
GOD’ was uttered seconds before I knew we were 
goingoff.... — z 

At Saab she cemented her second great partner- 
ship — with the povrgeons (sorry ladies, I can 
think of no better description) Elizabeth Nystrom 


“She had great affection for her 
cars and alway gave them pet 
names. Uurx, Fruity, Able and Alf 
all had much to remember them 
by. On the other hand, she had 
other cars called Dirty Gertie, 
’Orrible 'Orace, and The Thing, 


which she didn’t like...” 


‘hand, produced remarkable 


.dazzlin 


as her co-driver. Little Liz could look, if the occas- 
ion suited it, like an innocent little 12- 

school girl, but was known to have a most exten- 
sive vocabulary in about seven ya pg se . 

Bill Barnett was once entertaining her to lunch 
when she spilled a cup of coffee all over a new 
dress — the resluting explosion had to be ex- 
plained away to his children as Swedish, when 
actually it was the very best Anglo-Saxon! 

Pat, in her Saab years (1964 to 1967) was still 
good enough to win events outright, even if her 
two-stroke cars were not. Only the massive hus- 
band Eric was that much of a genius — one who 
could overcome time schedules and big mountains 
almost by force of personality. Pat, on the other 
rformances in 
Europe, Britain, and in Africa. Her third place in 
the blizzard-struck Monte of 1965, behind 
Makinen and Bohringer, was a classic. 

Later, when Eric had retired as the acknow- 
ledged King of rallying (and only Makinen could 
really succeed a colossal talent like that). at. 
moved on to join the large and expensively tn- 
anced band of drivers at Lancia. With Liz (soon to 
marry rallying’s Ove Andersson) still in the co- 
driving seat, there were many more auspicious 
Fulvia HF results to come. It could have been no 
solace for Andersson in his Escort Twin-Cam 
debut (third overall in the 1968 San Remo) to 
know that one of the cars which beat him was 
crewed by Pat and his prospective wife! 

By 1969, with the Carlssons living in the south 
of France, Pat was much involved in the very im- 
portant job of producing her first baby, and re- 
tired from py Later, on isolated occasions, 
and with the usual success, she occasionally drove 
Alpine-Renaults, or a Toyota, but her regular 
rallying days were over. She left a gap in rallyin 
which no other fia: — not even Rosemary Smit 
ae Marie-Claude Beaumont — has been able to- 


Most idols and stars have feet of clay, but in 
Pat’s case we never noticed them. Even in her 
mid-thirties (and yes, even the ladies must add a 
few years in a long career) she could still get as 
excited as a schoolgirl about a piece of good luck 
or a big win. You would never find Pat swanning 
round looking bored and playing hard-to-get 
superstars. e wrote the most disarmingly 
honest letters of any rally driver I know, and fie 
way of turning down unwanted offers was quite 
unmatched. I don’t think she ever came to terms 
with her own ability behind the wheel of a car, but 
she certainly never underestimated it. She was 
the most unanalytical of drivers, and one of the 
most satisfactory interviewees. 

Later on, as she payeically put on some weight, 
she looked more than a match for the cars she 
drove. But somehow you never expected this 
young girl, this charming creature with the most 
ing of smiles, ever to drive a big Healey or 
even a Saab like that. But if you got-in her way on 
a long continental road event you soon found out 
that she did. 

You’ll notice that I haven’t mentioned sur- 
names for quite some time. To the world, and to 
the media, she was always just “Pat”. You never: 
had to tack on a surname — in the same way 
there’s only one “Timo” and only one “Roger” 
now, and will be only one “‘Ari’’ in the future. Miss 
Moss became Mrs Carlsson in 1963, and Mrs 
Moss-Carlsson for a professional name. But it 
didn’t, and doesn’t matter. Pat was Pat. 


** The Story So Far — by Pat Moss. Published by 
William Kimber in 1967. 


This week's 
centre spread 


This week we feature the prodsports 
winning Lotus Europa and MG Midget of 
Chris Meek and ‘Valli’ respectively. Both 
cars have been sponsored throughout this 
year’s two series by Biba, the well known 
cosmetics firm. Both cars have been highly 
successful with excellent preparation and 
the Lotus has run away with the top £3000 
to £4500 class, beaten once by a TVR while 
‘Valli’, despite her limited experience, has 
been well in contention throughout m the 
up to £2000 class, doing her share of 
winning too. Photo: Jeff Bloxham. 
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Unser S Tindal UNTITIdatuini 


an Redman championship — Jackie Oliver (second) 


Al Unser takes both heat and final wins — Unser’s win gives third placed Bri 
edman’s second — Report: CHARLES LORING! Photos: HUGH 


and Alan Jones (fourth) miss out on championship with 


MOONEY. 


Everything was almost precisely the way it 
should have been. Here it was the last and 
deciding race of the season with three men in 
with a chance at the Championship and, my 
God, if those very three didn’t come pouring 
into sight on the first lap melted together in 
a heated, nose to tail pursuit. But ahead of 
them some darn speedway racer had 
snatched the lead and was ruining 
everything. 


After missing the opening two rounds of | 


the year’s seven race Formula 5000 Cham- 
pionship Al Unser had lost all chances at the 
title but for this race he had qualified 
fastest and won his heat with apparent ease. 
As soon as the flag dropped to start the 100- 
mile final Unser pushed off ahead of Cham- 
pionship contenders Jackie Oliver, Brian 
Redman and Alan Jones. That did it as far 
as Oliver and Jones were concerned. 


You see, if they were to wrest the Cham- 
pionship away from Redman’s eternal grip, 


the Shadow man or the Theodore Racing 
driver had to win this race while Redman 
finished seventh or worse. Even if Redman 
retired a second place result wouldn’t be 
good enough. 

But Unser didn’t care about that stuff. 
He wanted to blow ’em all off and indeed, he 
proceeded to do just that. Redman finished a 


strong third in between Oliver and Jones, 


thereby retaining his SCCA/USAC Formula 


5000 crown for a third year. It was the 25th | 


time that Redman has finished among the 
first three in the 30 Formula 5000 starts he’s 
made in Haas/Hall Lolas. 

Good on yer again, Brian! 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Thirty-seven cars arrived for Riverside and the 


show hey put on was certainly the best of the. 
0 


year. Unfortunately, Riverside was the last and 
only California race of the year. Even so it was 
good enough to at least partially clear away the 
clouds which had cloaked the long, seven-week 
wait since the previous, penultimate round. 

The situation which existed after that second to 
last round was that Brian Redman had pulled 
himself back into a strong position to retain his 
Championship of the two previous years. 
However, both Jackie Oliver and Alan Jones had- 
slim chances of toppling Redman and that at least 
marked the 1976 season as being the most com- 
petitive ever. In preparation for this Champion- 
-ship-deciding race Redman was equipped as usual 
with a pair of Haas/Hall/Boraxo Lola-Chaparrals. 


One, the T332C he has used in the previous six, 


rounds, the. other chassis their unraced T430 
in Texas. A few days before practice Redman 
tested the T430 (which for the first time carried a 
7T332-style nose) at Riverside and though he found 
the car to be good through most of the course it 
was fully a second slower around the long, banked 
last corner known as Turn Nine. That was enough 
for the team to stick with their familiar T332C. 

Oliver’s Shadow had been lovingly repainted 
and refurbished so that its black sides absolutely 
gleamed. Also Jackie had the confidence-inspiring 
support of a pair of spare Dodge engines, the first 
time the team has been so equipped this season. 
Like Redman, Alan Jones had tested at Riverside 
early in the week, familiarizing himself with 
Theodore Racing’s Lola T332C for the first time. 
Jones had the added spur of French Formula 2 ace 
Patrick Tambay making his F5000 and American 
debut in Theodore Racing’s other car, the ex-Guy 
Edwards Lola T332, originally intended for Chris 
Amon’s use. 


Despite all this careful priming on the part of 


the three Championship-chasing teams, they were 


beaten to the pole by the Vel’s Parnelli Jones 


Top: Danny Ongais leads Brett Lunger, both in 
Lola T332s. Middle: Alan Jones nips inside John 
Morton's similar Lola. Bottom: Jackie Oliver in 
the second placed Shadow. 
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which had seen the benefit of a full week’s running’ 


team and Al unser. This time Al remained with 
the same Lola T332C which he had used in the 
first three of his previous four 1976 F5000 starts 
and after minimal Saturday practice he and his 
team sat back to see if anyone could better their 
best. Greasy and sand-covered as the track sur- 
face was due to both the accompanying IROC 
practice and an uncommonly nee rate of F5000 
engine failures nobody was able to approach 
either Mario Andretti’s qualifying record from 
last year or Unser’s best of the day. 

In fact, conditions were bad enough that none 
of the trio of Championship chasers made much 
effort to match Al’s pole effort and when Redman, 
Jones and Oliver realised ey had qualified in 
that order, second, third and fourth they too 
remained in the pits throughout most of the last 
session. 

Fifth and sixth fastest positions offered a pair 
of pleasing surprises in the shape of a very on- 
form Vern Schuppan and an impressive Patrick 
Tambay. Schuppan was exceptionally neat and 
tidy in lapping Dan Gurney’s Jorgensen Lola 
T332, his most competitive qualifying effort of 
the season, while Tambay on his first visit to 
Riverside and having his first taste of F5000, 
showed America what the cream of F2 is all about 
by lapping well in the second Theodore Lola. ‘“‘I 
am po this very much,” Tambay reported 
brightly, “it’s all very colourful to me, very differ- 
ent to Formula 2. I hope I can do more of it.” 

Seventh best was Danny Ongais who had to 
revert to his spare VPJ/Interscope Lola T332 
after crashing his regular car badly on Friday 
when the seat pulled off its mounts in the middle 
of Riverside’s flat-out esses. The indestructible 
Ongais emerged undamaged yet again, but his 
spare car persisted in oversteering badly so that 
he was unable to improve. Eighth was Brett 
Lunger with Carl Hogan’s First National City 
Travellers Checks Lola T332 and once again 
driver and team were pleased enough save for 
something of a deficiency in straight-line speed. 
Then, making his first F5000 appearance of the 
year, was local ace John Morton who had bor- 
rowed a Falconer engine from VPJ to run his own, 
sponsorless Lola T332. While completing the first 
ten was Teddy Pilette who complained that his 
VDS Lola T430 just wouldn’t put its power down 
in slow turns. Nonetheless, he was quite happy 
with the car through the faster turns and in- 
dependent section times showed him to be con- 
sistently quicker than anyone through the esses. 

Making his second appearance in the spare 
VDS Lola T430 was Warwick Brown who had to 
make do with a Morand engine while the regular 
drivers were given the team’s new Chaparral 
power units. Nevertheless, Brown was very 
pleased with the chassis and qualified eleventh. 
John Cannon had problems balancing his March 
73A/751 as well as spending a good deal of time 
testing Charlie Agapiou’s new Ford-powered 
F5000 car. Cannon’s best with the March was 


1min 14.845secs while he got the Agaptou around 


some four seconds slower. George Follmer also 
drove this neat, new design, but there was no real 
intention to race the car and it was withdrawn on 
Saturday evening. 

Thirteenth best was Maurizio Flammini, the 
Italian F2 ace trying very hard with Doug 
Shierson’s ex-Alan Jones March 76A_ (the 
Watkins Glen winner) but having to contend with 
considerable engine problems which in turn dis- 
rupted the team’s efforts to properly sort the car. 
Robin Herd was on hand for the days of practice 
and explained that the geometry and dimensions 
of the car were all a matter of guesswork, but that 
he had nonetheless learned enough to start laying 
out a proper design for a hoped-for two-car F5000 
team next season. 

Skeeter McKitterick qualified his ex-Andretti 
Lola T332 fourteenth ahead of Evan Noyes 


- familiar T332 and Peter Gethin’s VDS Chevron 


B32. Gethin had problems with a rear suspension 
link pulling out (it’s done that before) which he 
said kept him from pushing the Chevron as he 
would have liked. Former F5000 Champion 
Graham McRae returned again with his latest car, 
the GM38, which conforms essentially to Lola prin- 
ciples and goes one better than Tyrrell’s Project 
34 by wearing a complete cockpit surround made 
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of unpainted plexiglass. McRae qualified 22nd 
after his very first laps with the GM3. 

With as many cars as there were there was for 
the first time this year justification for splitting 
the field into a pair of 50-mile qualifying heats. 
Indeed such was the quality among at least the 
forward half of the field that it seemed the heats 
might be as good as some of the finals from earlier 
in the season. 


HEATS , 

The first twenty lap heat would be highlighted 
by Unser, Jones, Schuppan and Ongais while it 
would be of interest to see how Flammini might 
do given a cure to his recurrent engine troubles. 
The start was a bit ragged as Jones lagged well 
behind Unser on the run to the flag and was about 
to be gobbled up by Ongais as the flag came 
down. (‘“‘Oh, I’m sorry,” the starter later told 
Jones, “‘it won’t happen again like that.”’) With 
that Unser shot off into an immediately hand- 
some lead and Jones pulled his chin down and 
tried to chip away at the one second and more 
margin, 

Easily Jones pulled clear of Ongais and 
Schuppan and it soon began to look as if this was 
going to be one of those race-long chases which 
would depend on luck with slower cars and 
changing handling as fuel loads burned off and 
the balance of tyre temperatures shifted and 
changed. But on the fifth lap those prospects 
vanished. 

Down through the esses a particularly slow 
backmarker had the misfortune to ventilate his 
engine in a most spectacular manner. Moments 
later the leaders came blasting through the first 
blind kink to find a glistening film of oil and not a 
sign of warning flags. Unser mana ed to get 
through safely, although he did run off the road, 
through the dirt, over some tyre markers and lose 
his nose skirt in so doing. Then Jones slashed 
around the kink and with the added confusion of 
the dust cloud from Unser’s moment the 
Theodore driver lost both control and his own 
bearings simultaneously. The same happened 
when Ongais bent his way onto the scene and 
both men seem to remember a hint of another car 
snapping quickly across their field of vision at one 
point. Ongais managed to save himself but Jones 
re round and round and was back to tenth by 
the time he was pointed properly-forward again. 

That then was it. Unser pushed on to win by 
eleven seconds not from Ongais but instead from 
Schuppan who got by the oversteering Interscope 
car when the sand and oil complicated things 
enough for Danny to spin at the Turn Six hairpin. 
In the final stages of the race Schuppan had ta 
ease off when climbing temperature gauges told 
him of a cracked head while on the very last lap 
Ongais’ engine blew up and as he coasted home 
Jones completed his recovery drive by stealing 
third place. Morton went well, holding off Brown 
for fifth after Flammini who had forced his way 
past both of them, pulled into the pits because of 
a broken CV joint. - 23! 

The second heat was sent off in far better order 
than the first with Redman and Oliver tucking in 
bogetne and Tambay tacking onto the Shadow’s 
tail in third. Lunger and Pilette lead the rest but 
even by the end of the first lap the first three had 
broken away on their own. 
ee 
Fastest qualifiers 


Al Unser (Lola-Chevrolet T332) .....-..-------++--+> 1m 12.73: 
Brian Redman (Lola-Chevrolet T332C) .....-.-..----- 1m 12.92: 
Alan Jones (Lola-Chevrolet T332). ...-.---222-++-e05> im12.9% 
Jackie Oliver (Shadow-Dodge DN6B)......-------+--- 1m 13.12: 
Vern Schuppan (Lola-Chevrolet T332)..--...--.+e+++: im 13.48 
Patrick Tambay (Lola-Chevrolet T332)....-.----+---- 1m 13.59 
Danny Ongais (Lola-Chevrolet T332)....-.--------+++- 1m 13.67: 
Brett Lunger (Lola-Chevrolet T332).......------+-++- 1m 13.96 
John Morton (Lola-Chevrolet T332)......---+-+-+++++- 1m 14.56 
Teddy Pilette (LolaChevrolet T430).......---------- 1m 14.64 
Warwick Brown (Lola-Chevrolet T430).....------++--- 1m 14.67 
John Cannon (March-Chevrolet 73A/751) ...---------- im 14.84 
Maurizio Flammini (March-Chevrolet 76A). ..-.----.--- 1m 15.06 
Skeeter McKitterick (Lola Chevrolet T332) .....------- 1m 15.14 
Evan Noyes (Lola-Chevrolet T332)...-..-----------+- 1m 15.23 
a (Chevron-Chevrolet B32) .......-------- 1m 15.25 
eee Ee 
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And it was no stroke either. Into Turn Nine on 
that first lap Oliver made a dive inside Redman’s 
tail. But he couldn’t get any further and had to 
settle back into line just ahead of the surprising 
Tambay. 

Two laps later it was Tambay’s turn to make a 
move. ‘Everything was going beautifully,’’ 
Patrick described it, ‘‘and we didn’t seem to be 
going very fast so I decided I would make an 
attack. Down at the hairpin I drove for the inside, 

ot on the throttle. And nothing!”’ The points had 

roken off their post and the Theodore Lola 
trickled to a stop. Just as he was about to show 
off his skills, Tambay’s first F5000 run was 
finished. 

So it was now the two Anglo-American veterans 
Redman and Oliver Sigg aa at it. An inter- 
esting battle this was. man faster through 
Turn Nine, past the pits and down to the esses. 
Oliver picking up a hair through the esses and 
into the ix hairpin. Both about equal 
through the next, downhill left-right section and 
the Shadow’s Dodge pulling it right back onto the 
Haas/Hall car’s tail as they braked for Turn Nine. 

Looked like being a stalemate. And indeed it 
was. Until the nineteenth of the twenty laps that 
was when the black Shadow suddenly and in- 
explicab 
straight leading up to Turn Nine. 
missed a gear! “Bugger!” he grumbled later. “I 
couldn’t get third!” 

Well behind, Lunger drove steadily and well for 
third, losing his Belgian pursuer around the mid- 
point when Pilette’s Chaparral engine suffered a 
recurrence of a cracked head problem from the 
morning warm-up. That allowed Cannon to take 


swept past the white Lola on the. 
had 


John Cannon’s March leads Skeeter McKitterick’s Lola, and the rest. 


fourth by a car length from an attacking 


‘McKitterick and McRae, the latter going we 


with his new car. Peter Gethin had run with these 
three until the Chevron again suffered from that 
rear suspension link pulling out as it had in 
practice. 


FINAL | | ; 

The air grew thicker and smoggier and greyer 
than ever as the field rumbled off for the pace 
laps. Al Unser, on the pole, had just finished 
another thirty laps of IROC Camaro racing and it 
seemed fair to wonder if all those miles breathing 
that heavy air and working on that slippery 
surface might begin to sap his strength. Barring 
the chance of mechanical failure (of which there’s 
been very little on Unser’s VPJ F5000 car) the 
only hope for Oliver and Jones seemed to lie in the 
oe driver fading physically. A hope, at 

But Al wasn’t going to give them a chance to 
think about it. He scorched away from the start 

erfectly, clearing off from Oliver, Redman and 
Tones in that order, then Ongais se the rest. 
Schuppan, who had a new engine behind him, 
found for some reason the ¢lutch was slipping 
badly and as he nursed the pale blue Eagle Lola 


_ through the esses he faded to fifteenth before the 


tyres began to bite properly. Tambay, stuck at 

e back of the grid, found F5000 backmarkers 
even less wary than he’d bargained for and 
instead of picking up a few places on that first lap 
he picked up a smashed nose instead. He kept; 


going for one lap so that iis pit would be prepared, 


for his stop and when he did get going again with 
a spare nose from team-mate Jones car (which 


‘incidentally had Tess tab adjustment so that. 
Patrick found his car understeering) he was just 


running ahead of Unserontheroad. _ , 
At the front Unser was pulling steadily clear, 


Al Unser left absolutely no doubt as to who would win, taking victories in both the heat and the final. 


— 
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drawing Oliver along with him for a few laps so 
that the Shadow in turn pulled itself free of 
Redman and Jones. In a matter of laps the tyre 
chatter, or vibration, which Unser had experi- 
enced in his heat returned again, but he still con- 
tinued to edge away from the Shadow. By the 
tenth up things had settled down and very soon 
the VPJ Lola got far enough ahead that Oliver 
gave up his chase. ‘When he got five seconds‘ 
away I said, forget him. He was flying!” 

Further back there was an excellent battle 
going on over fifth place. Ongais lead it, his 
engine sounding awful and in fact pulling 
1000rpm less than it should. Nevertheless, he 
hung on and though Lunger and Cannon con- 
tinued to hound hard after him Ongais soon 
seemed to get their measure, “It took me a few 
re to figure out how to drive it like that, but 
when I got the hang of it I felt pretty safe.” 

Lunger had problems of his own. Fuel was 
spraying out of the injectors and over his back so 
that he was experiencing a slow burn around his 
shoulders. Cannon was therefore able to keep 
pressure on the oan Lola despite some exces- 
sive understeer while a few more seconds behind 
the VDS Lolas of Pilette and Brown were 
stru glin with zading Grace. Behind ail of them 
the blue Jorgesen Lola driven by Schuppan was 
closing rapidly, making up for its bad start in an 
impressive manner. Remarkably enough it was 
Sc upoge who ultimately prevailed over all these 
troubled men. 

First Lunger pulled off with seven laps to go 
when the Speen fuel finally ignited and singed 
the back of his suit. A few laps later Pilette’s 
engine blew. A lap after that Ongais’ did the 
same. Then a lap and a half from the end Cannon’s 
March shed a rear wheel after its stub axle 
sheared and suddenly Schuppan, who had been 
working through these w 1g wounded types 
anyway, suddenly found himself up to fifth ahead 
of Brown who mana to nurse Ais maladroit 
machine to the flag. Others who had been goin 
well only to run into mechanical gremlirs includ 
Morton (his lone engine Secs a_ head), 
Flammini (who had a massive slide when a u-joint 
broke while he was flat-out in top gear), 
McKitterick (who finally succumbed to the 
damage from a stuck throttle on the first lap) and 
Gethin (who cruised home slowly after yet 
another — the third this — failure of the lower 
rear link). 

Too bad the seventh SCCA/USAC F5000 race 
aay last race of the year. It was just getting’ 

‘ood. - 
£ First National City Travelers Checks CaliforniaGP 

iverside, October 17 _ 
SCCA/USAC F5000 Championship, round 7 ~ 
40 laps, 101.6 miles 


1, Al Unser (Lola-Falconer and Dunn/Chevrolet T332), 50m 9.004s, 
121.555m 


h; 
2, Jackie Oliver (Shadow-Dodge DN6B), 50m 21.7s; 


3, Brian Redman (Lola-Chaparral/Chevrolet T322C); 

4, Alan Jones (Lola-Bartz/Chevrolet Hees 

5, Vern Schuppan (Lola-AAR/Chevrolet T332); 

6, Warwick Brown (Lola-Morand/Chevrolet T430), 39 laps; 

7, Evan Noves (Lola-Campbell/Chevrolet T1332), 39 laps; 8, John 
Cannon (March-Chaparral/Chevrolet 751/73A), 38 laps*; 9, Patrick 
Tambay ja-Bartz/Chevrolet , 38 laps; 10, Peter Gethin 
(Chevron-Chaparral/Chevrolet B32), 37 laps. *Not running at finish. 

Fastest lap: Oliver, 1m 12.992s, cides a AP 

Heat one (20 laps): 1, Unser, 25m 0.624s, 121.870mph; 2, 
Schuppan, 25m 11.947s; 3, Jones; 4, Danny Ongais (Lola-Falconer 

/Chevrolet); 5, John Morton (Lola-Falconer and Dunn 


Chevrolet 6, 
Heat two 1, Oliver, i f 
- 1 (20 taps; mo Sane os sen ae ee 


By HENRY LIDDON 


Adventures 
in Aussie . . . 


Our trip to Australia for the Southern Cross Rally 
may have been disappointing as far as results are 
concerned, but we do know now, that the Escort is 
the ideal car to stem the Japanese flood on this 
event. We are all particularly sorry for poor Geoff 
Polites who had the unenviable job of co- 
ordinating and controlling the entire Boreham 
invasion from the UK! 

The flight nearly started on a bad note as it was 


not until the morning of departure, that we were- 


sure the tickets had been issued, but all our fore- 

ings were soon swept aside by the su 
charming service that we had from the girls on the 
Singapore Airlines 747, who managed to serve a 
light meal between London and Amsterdam on 
the outward journey, and coffee and biscuits 
between Paris and London on the return journey. 
— British Airways please note! We were soon 
settling down to the long haul to Singapore, 
beguiled by the incredible in-flight service which 
this Airline offers, not to mention the FREE: 
drinks! and it’s no wonder that their advertising 
sfogan is “The Airline that other Airline’s talk 
about.” 

The computer had decreed that the drivers 
would be in “‘non-smoking”’ and as luck happened, 
the mechanics found themselves in the rearmost 
row ot seats which were adjacent to-both-the 
lavatories and the bar! Roger Clark eventually 
managed to sleep for most of the long night, but 
as we approached Bangkok he sleep! y enquired 
“When the hell do we get, to Bahrain?”. 

Our journey was broken with a 24 hour 
stopover at the Mandarin Hotel Singapore, with 
everyone ind piging in a bout of frantic shopping 
with Nikons, Seikos and “instant suits” being 
high on the list! Indeed, Timo nearly missed the 
onward flight due to a lengthly final fitting!. 

Perhaps:a highlight of our stay was the visit to 
an oa Chinese fish restaurant followed by a 
few beers in the notorious Bugis street, which 
only comes to life after midnight. Watching the 
comings. and goings of the “persons” that 
frequent the area was fascinating, so much so, 
that even the volatile Mick Jones was rendered 

Chiess when one of these ‘“‘unfortunates” 
came and sat at our table. The evening ended on a 
sour note, when “yours truly”’ for the first time in 
his globe-trotting career, had his pockets picked 
and money stolen in the most disconcerting way, 
as we all walked back to our taxis! 

The press reception arranged for Timo and 

was most impressive — especially as we 
arrived in Sydney before 7am. During the two 
weeks that we were in Australia they have the 
two largest motor sport events in their calendar 
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— The Hardie Ferodo Bathurst 1,000 and the 
Southern Cross Rally — the mitial plans had been 
for Roger and Timo to race at Bathurst, but this 
was not to be, and we were all there as tors. 

Timo had raced on the track a few years back in 
a Mini and both he and Roger would dearly have 
loved to have a “slice of the action.” The event 
itself was fascinating to watch and had a superb 
finish with our own John Fitzpatrick just 
bringing his ailing Torana over the line in front of 
Colin Bond. Although the Jack Brabham/Stirling 
Moss entry and fiasco had gained most publicity, 
the biggest cheer was reserved for “Fitz” when he 
addressed the crowde at the finish with a very 
suitable English sign and words extolling the 
virtues of the superiority of “Pommy” racing 
drivers! Immediately after the event we all flew 
back to Sydney and next morning up. to Port 
Macquaire. The whole town of Port Macquaire 
revolves around the rally. For example — our 
Motel brought in their breakfast staff at 3 o’clock 

. in the morning to provide meals on the completion 
‘of the night section, they closed the normal 
restaurant and nothing was too much trouble for 
them, even the bar at rally headquarters was ope 
rae the 24 hours for four days and nights. 
Dan White, the route director for the rally issues a 
practice route card to foreign competitors which 
allowed us to see some of the problems in the 
forests and to get an idea of the roughness of the 
event! an excellent idea which impressed Jim 
Porter for possible inclusion in a future RAC. It 
was during this recce in the forests, whilst 
clearing a fallen tree that Peter Ashcroft came 
, near to bovine his foot run over by an RS2000 — 
so if you wish to have a works drive, don’t run 
over your team-manager’s foot! 

Before the rally, Ford hired the Amoroo tarmac 
racing circuit and gave a delightful lunch time 
Barbeque for Press and T.V. somewhat marred by 
rain, but enlightened by the appearance of Mr. 
Hunt’s double! One of the waiter’s serving the 
food was the living likeness — although the real 
James speaks English that we can understand! 


The rally is history now, but perhaps enough | 
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Peter Ashcroft — an expression of physical exertion — or pain at being “run-over’? 


praise aw. not ty <n pra Cowan's superb 
win in this very to an event, trymg to 
explain to UK sceptics the importance of the 
event and trying to explain why the leading 13 
cars were all Japanese must be a problem that is 
facing poor Peter Ashcroft at the moment. 

The Escorts ran beautifully in the forest and are 
without doubt the ideal cars for the event and 
apart from the differential geek failure they 
would have given a very different result. This 
failure has never happened before, and in UK 
events with short stages, the problems would 
never have occurred, but in the long stages, both 
Escorts lost oil and the axles ran ee Incident- 
ally, the car suffered no half shaft problems 
whatsoever. t “Sao 

The potas blished in Special Stage last 
week showed Makinen removing the halfshaft 
one to top up the differential oil through the axle 
tube. 


Thank you Ford Australia for an interesting 
trip and a crack at the “Cowan Cross Rally”. May 
we please come back next year for some more 
Kilpatrick Oysters? | 


A likeness to the new World Champion? Timo 
Makinen has his picture taken with Amoroo 
Park’s look-alike waiter (see story). 
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Keith Holland, below right and above, 
gear linkage came adrift. 


his Lola T4 


win in 


BRANDS HATCH — MOTOR SHOW 200 


Honours to Holland 


Holland’s victory after Bell’s troubles — last lap drama to Henton —. 
Purley disappointing — Formula 2 cars challenge. Report: JEREMY 


SHAW. Photos: GERRY STREAM. 


The annual ‘Motor Show 200’ meeting was 
run last weekend by the BARC and featured 
the penultimate round of this season’s 


interesting ShellISPORT 5000 European 


Championship. The combination of Fl, F2 
and F5000 cars in one race has proved to be a 
much better proposition than many sceptics 
had predicted at the beginning of the year, 
and much of the interest lies in comparing 
the performances of the various formulae at 
the different circuits. The previous round at 
Oulton Park had seen the Formula 2 Boxer 
of Brian Henton hounding, and actually 
leading for much of the race, Guy Edwards’ 
RAM Racing Formula Qne Brabham 
BT42/44. On the longer and faster Brands 
Hatch Grand Prix circuit, however, it was 
he that the more powerful F1 and 
F | machinery would have the edge. That 
is exactly what actually happened. The two 
quickest cars on the track, both in practice 
and the race were Keith Holland’s Len 
Gibbs Racing F5000 Lola T400 and Derek 
Bell in the exaeon of Highgate ex-John 
Watson Penske PC3. At the start, the 
Formula One car screamed away beautifully 
and for most of the twenty four laps the 
Maidstone driver, -Holland, had to be 


content with the idea of second place. 


However, the locating nut on the Penske’s 
gear lever had gradually worked its way 


loose and after about eighteen laps it fell out 
altogether, so the only way that k could 
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change gear was by holding and twisting the 
actual shaft. Thus handicapped, there was 
no way in which Bell could keep his earlier 
pate and it was only a matter of time before 

olland would go past, and proceed to 
a slightly fortunate but nevertheless 
extremely well-earned victory.— his first of 
the year and the seventh different winner in 
the twelve races so far contested. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


The entry for this round may not have been quite 
to the standard of that received for the last 


u 
‘ShellSport 5000 round to be held at the Kent 
circuit, but still, even after allowing for the non- - 


arrivals there were a total of five Fis, six F5000s 
and no less than eleven F2 cars on the 27-car grid. ; 
Practice was held on Saturday, but conditions 
were far from ideal in either of the two sessions. 
In the morning, the track was kept very wet by a 
persistent, cold drizzle which made quick lappe 
a very difficult spe. John MacDonald’s 
very impressive RAM/Ultramar Racing setup had 
the matter well under control though, and it was 
no real surprise to see their driver, Guy Edwards, 
at the head of the grid-sheet with a time of 1m 
35.48. Keith Holland was also impressive with the 


E.L. Gibbs Ltd Lola T400 being only 0.4s slower - 


than Guy and a full second faster than the next 
man, who was American Tony Rouff in the 
Netherton & Worth F2 Boxer. Derek Bell could 
only manage a 1m 37.0 in the smart Penske, 
slowed towards the end (the fastest part) with a 
peeling rear tyre — or “surface ination”’ as 
it was so eloquently described by one party. 


e ShellSport 5000 race at Brands, 


taking over from Derek Bell when the Penske’s 


Others to hit trouble were Brian Henton who had 
a Swindon-BDX engine expire in the other Boxer 
when he looked to be going very quickly, Ray 


Mallock whose engine would not run cleanly and 
David Purley, who could not get the tyres on his 
LEC Chevron B30 to warm up at all. 

The afternoon session started damp but soon 
began to dry out and it was obvious that all the 
times to make up the grid would come from this 
preaies. Within five minutes of the start though, 

uy Edwards managed to spin the Brabham into 
the armco at Graham Hill Bend, rubbishing the 
nose section and a front corner, while a few 
minutes later Musetti had his second spin of the 
gay at Clark Curve/Clearways only this time he 
did the job properly and kinked the tub of his 
Ford oe March 751 quite severely. With 
Peter W also spinning off at Stirli and 
bending the monocoque of his A.R.T. 

TS15, the officials decided that it would be best to 
stop the practice to retreive the ‘dead’ cars. 
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Holland ended op 2 happy fastest op Im 240s 
0.8s outside the Libre record of Devid Purley. Bell 
was fastest for much of the time but just as he 
was about to go out for a last big effort, the 


ch flag came out, while at the same time 
ith was out making his pole winning lap, his 
last flying lap of the day. 


With Henton’s engine having blown in the 
morning, he switched over to Tony Rouff’s 
F2 car and the American had to settle for the 
Formula Atlantic model with which he has 
seen much success of late. Brian’s best in the 
afternoon was a 25.8s, while, interestingly, Rouff 
managed a time just 0.2s slower when he was 
allowed out in the same car. Also recording a time 
of 1m 26.0s were the F2 cars of Richard Robarts 
(Myson-March 762) and Ray Mallock (Ardmore. 
March 752), the latter having cured the misfire 
with a change of metering unit. Ian Grob settled 
in extremely well in the Fred Opert Chevron-Hart 
and made steady progress throughout the day to 
end up with a best of 1m 26.8 this being his first 
outing in the car and his first race since his horri- 
fying crash at the same ciruit in August: Purley 
could still not get his tyres up to working 
temperatures, ‘‘we were all right in the hot 
summer but can’t get the car to work in the cold.” 

Of the rest, Brian McGuire never got the 
Williams on proper ‘dry’ settings, Musetti re- 
peered with his older F2 March and qualified it 

-way up the grid, John Nicholson had electri- 
eal trouble in his Vega-powered March and Geoff 
Friswell was content to merely qualify his newly 
rebuilt R. E. Bates March, now using a 742 tub, as 
his injured leg was still giving him pain. 


PRACTICE TIMES 

Keith Holland (F5000 Lola-Chevrolet T400) ............ 1m 24.0s 

Derek Bell (L1 Penske-Ford PC3).....,......0..-000e- 1m 24.2s 

Brian Henton (F2 Boxer-Ford PR276) ..............55- 1m 25.8s 

Richard Robarts (F2 March-Hart 762) ................. 1m 26.0s 

Ray Mallock (F2 March-Ford 752)..... Re Fre eles AS = 0s 1m 26.0s 

Brian McGuire (F1 Williams-Ford, FW04))............--- 1m 26.2s 

lan Grob (F2 Chevron-Hart B35) ........-...--.-000-- 1m 26.8s 

David Purley (F5000 Chevron-Ford B30)............... 1m 27.0s 

Bernard de Dryver (F2 March-BMW 752) ...........-.-- 1m 27.4s 

Divina Galica (F1 Surtees-Ford TS16) ................. 1m 28.8s 

Dereck Cook (F2 Chevron-Ford B27) .........--.-5-05- 1m 29.0s 

Emilio Villota(F1 Lyncar-Ford)...........2....+00+--- 1m 29.2s 

Val Musetti (F2 March-Ford 742) ...........-----++05- 1m 29.6s 

Tony ‘oral ‘At Boxer-Ford PRA76).......... Senate m 30.2s 

John Nicholson (F2 March-Chevrolet Vega 752) ......... 1m 30.8s 

Nick May (FAt Sana-Ford ..............--- a Pita, Sevah ose m 31.0s" 
Mike King (FAt Lola-Ford T360B) ...........2..+-+-05- 1m 31.4s* 
Geoff Friswell (F2 March-Hart 742) ............ eke ee 1m 31.8s 

Jose Uriarte f 2 March-Ford 762):2s sioner ene s Aes im 32.0s 

Roy Baker (F2 March-Ford 752).,.......+2+.+2.++2+++- 1M33.6s 

Chris Featherstone (F5000 McRae-Chevrolet GMl)....... 1m 34.0s 

Peter Wardle (FAt Surtees-Férd TS15).........--..---- 1m 34.6s* 
Brian Robinson (F5000 Lola-Chevrolet T330)........... 1m. 34.8s 

Guy Edwards (F1 Brabham-Ford BT42/44B)............ 1m 35.2s 

Philip Guerola (FLibre Brabham-Ford DT30)............ 1m 38.2s 

Chris Choat (F5000 Trojan-Chevrolet T101)............ 1m 52.0s 

Martin Birrane (FAt Chevron-Ford B29).............--- 1m 54.2s* 


* non starters 


RACE 


Twenty-four cars took up their places on the grid 
and as the lights flashed from red to green Derek 
Bell made a tremendous start from the outside of 
the front row and was able to gt far enough. 
ahead to pull over to the inside for the line 
through Paddock Hill Bend. Robarts also got 
away well and tried to follow Bell, but Holland 
eased him back into third place ahead of Henton, 
Purley who had made a fine start, Mallock, Grob 
and the rest. McGuire had been “‘caught with my 
pants down” watching for a non-existent ten 
second board and he eventually crawled away at 
the tail of the field. 

Derek Bell showed that he is in fine form at 
present by pulling out a lead of about three 


Ne) 


Brian Henton’s Boxer is scarcely visible through 
the enormous smoke screen he made on the final 
lap when his oil cooler -broke after a coming- 
together with a slower competitor. — 


seconds in the first four laps or so, while Holland 
was similarly hauling clear of a close battle for F2 
supremacy between Robarts and Henton, with 
Purley trying to hang on as best he could. 

After ten laps the order was the-same with 
Mallock a good sixth behind the LEC car, though 
Guy Edwards had just passed Grob, having 
climbed well from the twelfth row of the grid, and 
was now closing on the Ardmore March. Bernard 
de Dryver was running a steady ninth well clear of 
a close dice between Tony Rouff’s rapid Atlantic 
Boxer and Johnny Nick’s F2 March, McGuire 
having retired, in disgust, after spinning when 
trying to get past Emilio Villota’s apparently 
mirrorless F'1 Lyncar. 

As the race progressed, Robarts began to edge 
clear of Henton, who was having only his second 
race of the year and he admitted to being a little 
rusty, a slight lapse of concentration seeing him 
bend the nose spli 


slight oversteer.” It all began to look rather 
processional with no real dicing and all the gaps 
remaining fairly constant. 

All that changed though when Bell’s gear 
linkage fell apart and on lap 19, Holland closed 
right up onto the Penske’s tail. As the leaders 
went into Paddock for the 20th time there were a 
bunch of back-markers in the way and Holland 
grabbed his chance, “it was now or never” and 


dived for the inside line to take the lead in glorious ~ 


style, thereafter pulling away comfortably to 
score a fine win. On that same lap, Purley 
indulged in a quick spin dropping him behind 
Edwards and Mallock, though these two would 
probably have passed him anyhow as the electrics 
were playing up badly and Sanne a chronic mis- 
fire. At Surtees (appropriately!) Divina spun her 
TS16 due to clutch bothers and further on, at 
Westfield, Musetti lost his March in a big way 
and was lucky to step out of his second big 
accident of the weekend unscathed. 

The drama was still not over though, for on the 
last lap at Druids, the slow Roy Baker spun just 
in front of Bell, who had Robarts and Henton 
hard on his heels. In the confusion, Bell went to 
the outside, fishing for gears, Robarts took the 
inside and Henton tried an even tighter line..The 


March and Boxer clashed, breaking the latter’s oil 


cooler and sending out a huge smoke screen. 
“Super Hen” had scraped through to second 
place, but fearing permanent damage to the 


Derel Bell was ecstatic after his fine run in the Hexagon Penske in which he led for many laps before the 


gear linkage broke. 
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tter on the grass, which altered. 
the handling of the car from “slight understeer to. 


tairc spot aneac of: the cous ore ore 
never looked like oy mpeg on his fifth place, 
ear of Ray Malliock, while 

nth 


Brands Hatch Motor Show 200 
SheliSPORT European 5000 Championship, round 12 
October 24 


24 laps, 62.73 miles 
1; Kath Holland (5.0 Lola-Smith/Chevrolet T400), 33m 56.2s, 


110.90mph; 

2, Richard Roberts (2.0 March-Hart 420R 762), 34m 08.0s; 

3, Brian Henton (2.0 Boxer-Swindon/Ford BDX PR276), 34m 10.6s; 
4, Derek Bell (3.0 Penske-Cosworth/Ford DFV PC3), 34m 14.6s; 

5, os Edwards (3.0 Brabham-Cosworth/Ford DFV BT42/44B), 34m 


_ 39.6s; 
6, Ray Mallock (2.0 March-Swindon/Ford BDX.752). 35m 03.2s; 


7, lan Grob (2.0 Chevron-Hart 420R B35), 35m 06.6s; 8, David 
Purley (3.4 Chevron-Lec/Ford GA B30), 35m 10.2s; 9, Bernard de 
Dryver (2.0 March-BMW 762), 35m 18.2s; 18, Emilio -Villota (3.0 
Lyncar-Cosworth/Ford DFV), 23 laps. : 

Fastest lap: Bell, 1m 22.8s, 113.63mph (librerecord). - 


SUPPORTING RACES. 


The only racing that took place-on Saturday were 
two heats and a final of Formula Ford, a non- 
championship race this around the GP circuit. The 
first heat, after lunch, took place on a rather dam 
track, and from pole position, Steuart Veitch too 
the Zero 6 Discotheque Royale RP21 straight into 
the lead and while others around him fell off, con- 
trolled the car well to come home an undisturbed 
winner. Mike Colin in an Image looked equall 
certain of second but on the penultimate sevent 
lap, Steve Lincoln who had been third early on 
and then spun a couple of times, put Colin off line 
at Clearways and he went off terminally, so into 
second came Mike Taylor in Banstead Car Hire’s 
Alta, despite having a spin. In fact he was the 
only survivor of a five cat dice which included 
Lincoln, Peter Lawrence (spun at Druids), Eric 
Horsfield (spun at Clark) he Roger Pedrick (spun 
at Graham Hill Bend but finished fifth). b 
Wilson climbed up from a lowly tenth on the first 
lap to be third from Horsfield and Pedrick. 

The entry for the second and drier heat seemed 
much better in quality and was a tremendous 
three car battle for the lead between Derek 
Warwick’s Warwick Trailers Hawke, Frank 
Bayes’ me and race record holder. Mike 
Thompson’s Rostron. Early on it was Warwick 

ursued by Thompson but after three laps, 

hompson and Warwick got mildly crossed up 
out of Clearways and Bayes led for a while, before 
the European champion got it back again. Then 
Bayes made a final effort on the last lap but it was 
Warwick by 0.8s from Bayes and then Thompson 
0.6s behind. An equally good scrap for fifth was 
somewhat spoiled when Geoff Smailes (just in 
front at the time) got his Kismet Hawke crossed 
up at Clearways and both Philip Bullman and 
Mark Syms (also in Hawkes) got involved so that 
Don MacLeod nipped through to take an easy and 
competitive fourth in his Linguaphone Van 
Diemen some way in front of a recovered Syms. 
Not so Bullman who punctured a-brake pipe on 
restarting and arrived at Paddock without any 
rear brakes. and went off rather hard into the 
Armco on braking, damaging all four corners. 

The final at the’ end of the day was a fine 
preview for the Formula Ford festival, for despite 
the grid positions being fairly apportioned 
between heats one and two, the lead battle was a 
superb dice between the _ second heat 
protagonists. Initially, Steuart Veitch challenged 
Derek Warwick in the lead but he went off at 
Surtees on the first lap, so Frank Bayes started a 
relentless pursuit that saw him up with Warwick 
on a couple of occasions, and then fall back frac- 
tionally. Bayes’ tremendous speed through Clark 
and Clearways, demonstrated all afternoon, 
would surely see him win but after twelve laps 
and 20 minutes of racing, he nipped out of 
Warwick’s slipstream fractionally too late and he 
missed out by the shadow of his Image. These two 
pulled well away in their dice, but behind was 
another no less interesting. At first it was led by 
Rob Wilson, Mike (Alta) Taylor, Don MacLeod, 
Mike Thompson and Mark Syms but then 
Taylor disappeared and both Syms and MacLeod 
moved to the head of the queue, fighting out third 
for a while until the ex-BOC champion moved 
away, leaving Syms to fight off Wilson who in 
turn then had to fight off Thompson. Warwick 
easily took a new long circuit record. 

First race of the day on Sunday was for former 
mechanics in Shellsport Escorts, most of whom 
had risen to competition managers or trade 
representatives for racing. Anyway, it was Bob 
Green (Girling) who took off into the lead with 
John Smithurst (Ferodo) right behind him with 
Jaguar’s famous competitions man Lofty 
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Ye a ; 

: i mext whale Dae Law SU) disappeared 
from fourth with a= excursion at Graham Hill 
Bend. Green and Smithurst mixed it merrily for 
five laps until Smithurst got by into Paddock and 
Green then spun at Druids. Lolts England was 
slowly caught by the battling duo of Brian Wood 
(Dunlop) and Maurice Edwards oes’ and they 

t by England in the last five laps, so that it was 
mithurst, Wood, Edwards and England in the 


first four with Brian Rees (Jaguar) completing the: 


top five with a steady run. 

The BBC Radio One field had their final round 
over 12 laps of the GP circuit, and it was 
completely dominated by Tony Lanfranchi’s 
Bay fair sponsored Opel Commodore which he 
took to a 22s win and his own 61st at Brands, 
despite an engine running on only five cylinders. 
Once Brian Pepper (Opel Commodore) had dealt 
with David Taylor’s BMW 3.0 Si and Phil 
Dowsett’s Capri (which took two laps), Pepper 
finished an easy second ahead of Dowsett. For 
some time though, Dowsett had to follow Taylor, 
only getting by in the last few laps with Taylor 
the constant shadow. The best battle was for fifth 


where Gerry Marshall (Vauxhall Magnum Coupe) - 


had a great dice with Bob Saunders’ Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint but Saunders stopped the fun on 
lap nine with a spin at Surtees so finished a more 
distant sixth. John Brinley was quite happy for 
Alan Minshaw to take the GRV-prepared Demon 
Tweeks/Manchester Liners Mazda Rx3 to a win 
in the £1601 to £2000 class, although Minshaw 


had fun with both Adam MacMillan’s BMW 3.0Si . 


_ (Record) 


ee is 


more powerful cars. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Formula Ford, heat one (8 laps): 1, Steuart Veitch (Royale-Minister 
RP21), 16m 2.6s, 78.20mph; 2, Mike Taylor (Alta-Rowland BT1F), 
16m 22.2s; 3, Rob Wilson (Tiga-CES FF76), 16m 33s; 4, Eric. 
Horsfield (Dulon-Rowland MP17). 16m 36.6s. Fastest fap: Veitch, 
im 58.4s, 79.47mph. : } 

Formula Ford, heat two (8 laps): 1, Derek Warwick (Hawke- 
Minister DL15), 15m 26s, 81.29mph; 2, Frank Bayes (Image 
Minister FF2B), 15m 26.8s; 3, Mike Thompson (Rostron-ASD CT75), 
15m 27.4s; 4, Don MacLeod (Van Dieman-Scholar RF76), 15m 
32.2s. Fastest lap: MacLeod, 1m 51.6s, 84.31mph. 

Formula Ford, final (12 laps): 1, Warwick, 20m 30.8s, 91.74mph;' 
2, Bayes, 20m 31s; 3, MacLeod, 20m 44.6s; 4, Mark Syms (Hawke- 
GGS DL15), 20m 46.8s; 5, Wilson, 20m 48.2s; 6, Thompson, 20m 
48.6s. Fastest lap: Warwick, 1m 0.8s, 93.34mph Record). ; 

Racing mechanics competition managers in Shellsport Escort 


s (10 laps): 1, John Smithurst, 11m 14s, 64.29mph; 2, Brian. 


‘ood, 11m 20.6s; 3, Maurice Edwards, 11m 22.8s; 4, Lofty 
England, 11m 24.8s; 5, Brian Rees, 11m 28.2s; 6, Stan Chalmers, 
11m 34.6s. Fastest lap: Smithurst, 1m5.6s, 66.05mph. 

BBC Radio One production saloon car championship round, over 
£2400, £2001 to £2400, £1601 to £2000 and upto £1600 (12 laps); 
overall and over £2400: 1, Tony Lanfranchi (2.8 Opel Commodore 

), 23m_17.6s, 80.79mph; 2, Brian Pepper (2.8 Opel 


-GS/E), 23 ( 
Commodore GSiE), 23m 39.6s; 3, Phil Dowsett (3.0 Capri'Il), 23m’ 


51.4s; 4, David Taylor (3.0 BMW 3.0 Si), 23m 53.4s. Fastest lap: 
Lanfranchi, 1m 55.2s, 81.68mph (Record). £2001 to £2400: 1, 
Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupe), 78.35mph; 2, Jeff 
Allam (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum pig 3, Malcolm Prior (2.3 Vauxhall 
Magnum Kira ee lap: rshail, 1m 58.4s, 79.47mph 


76.89mph; 2, John Brindley (2.0 Mazda RX3); 3, Tim Sawdkin (1.6 
Ford Escort Mexico). Fastest lap: Minshaw, 2m 0.6s, 78.08mph 
(Record). Up to £1600: i, Danny Alderton (1.2 Honda Civic), 
73.53mph; 2, Neville Knight (1.3 Simca Rallye !); no other starters. 
Fastest lap: Alderton, 2m 4.6s, 75.51mph (Record). 


TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 


Sweet and sour 
with Spice 


An incident between the two leaders, 


Gordon Spice and Tom Walkinshaw, rather 
soured the final round of the Keith Prowse 


RAC Touring car championship in the last . 


race at Brands Hatch on Sunday. 
Walkinshaw having been baulked on the 
previous corner was leading a closely follow- 
ing Spice into Paddock when Spice dove for: 
a gap on the inside of Walkinshaw’s normal 
line and as the Scotsman came across as 
normal, Spice hit his rear wing and they 


both spun out of the lead. On the restart - 
Spice got going first, but at Druids, both. 


went up the damp right side and 
Walkinshaw braked late, locked up his front 
flat spotted tyres and hit Spice’s Capri, 
spinning it around again and hitting the bar- 
rier himself. The stewards later made no 


strict ruling, but took a serious view. How- 
ever, this left Colin Vandervell with overall 
victory in Triplex’ Capri, and more 
important, Bernard Unett took a 
tremendous tenth victory out of ten races to 


clinch the up to 1300 cc class and win the- 


See outright in Mopar’s Avenger 


PRACTICE 


Gerry Marshall in DTV’s Magnum was on pole 
position, a fine effort this against the Capris but 
Gerry well judged a drying track in practice to get 
his slicks on at the right moment and set 1m 


49.8s. His only complaint was that he needed a 
new diff but otherwise it showed that Bill. 


Blydenstein’s team have well and truly caught up 
in their season to the entire pack. Beside him, 0.2s 
slower was Gordon Spice in the MM Plant Hire 
Capri without problems as was Andy Rouse in 
Leyland’s Dolomite Sprint on the outside of the 
grid, a further 0.2s down. 

Row two held Chris Craft’s Hammond Sauce 
Capri on 1m 51s, perfectly happy, sharing with: 


‘Dave Brodie’s -Mazda RX3 whose im 52s 


reflected a thrown water pump belt when the 
track was drying. The Capris of Colin Vandervell 
(Triplex) on lm 52s and Tom Walkinshaw 
(Castrol) on 1m 54s headed row three, Vandervell 
being happy as ever in the conditions, while 


Gerry Marshall was again a class winner in the Keith Prowse round, although he was constantly 
pestered by Andy Rouse’s Dolomite Sprint, following below. Marshall started the DTV Magnum from 
ole position on the grid, and might have been the overall winner but for being passed by Colin 


andervell’s Triplex Capri in the final laps 
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£2000: 1, Alan Minshaw (2.0 Mazda RX3),. 


Bendix fuel pump like Walkinshaw while Percy 
had a puncture at the end and never got out on his 
slicks. Danes Erik Hoyer (RS2000) and Holgar 
Knudsen (Opel Commodore) sandwiched - 
Dowe’s Mazda on row five, the RS 2000 being the 
first Mk2 that we’ve seen racing regularly on the 
tracks, shod by Goodyear and being more 
production than G1, said Hoyer. 

Championship leader Bernard Unett shared row 


six with Adrian Webb’s Capri, his Avenger 


singing around as usual, but just one second 
slower was Simon Kirkby in the first of the under 
homologated AlfaSud Tis with Jon Dooley next a 
further 0.6s down in his similar Campari Dealer 
Alfa Team example, the Suds seeming quicker 
than before. Right at the back behind more Alfas, 
Sprints and Brian Muir stepping in to Mare 
Smith’s Renault 5TS was Geoff Lees’ Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint, a works example which unfort- 
unately had a valve sticking in practice and 
needed another engine for the race, Lees merely 
qualifying in practice. 


RACE 


Marshall quickly took off from pole and held the 
lead from Rouse, then taken by Spice on the first 
lap, but by midway through the second lap, Spice 
had taken Marshall and Craft got by Rouse while 
the pursuers numbered Brodie, Vandervell, 
Walkinshaw (fighting through) and Woodman 
before a gap to the rest. In fact it was this eight 
who provided a fine race for soon it was Spice 
ursued by Craft before Walkinshaw, Marshall, 
use, Vandervell, Brodie and Woodman while 
further back, poor Lees felt another engine 
tightening up and retired. 

Spice had his mirrors full of Hammonds Sauce’s 
Capri and on lap four the Capri got by, only for an 
enormous cloud of smoke to signify that some- 
thing was wrong and he pulled off a half lap later. 
In fact it was a leaking oil cooler, but he obviously 
couldn’t continue. 

Behind the leading group, Win Percy had estab- 
lished his usual class lead, some way ahead of 
Williams who was with Stuart Petterson’s Capri, 
Hoyer’s RS2000 and the Danish Opel. Further 
back, Bernard Unett led the small class but 
Hilliard was dropping back and Jon Dooley was 
second in class, while Muir had retired on the first 
lap with gearbox trouble, and the other Suds were 
battling together. 

The focus of the lead battle was soon on 
Walkinshaw deeds apeersnd so it continued. 
Marshall threw off Rouse as the latter’s overdrive 


- was slipping, while Vandervell clawed in touch. 


All this lot were quite close as were Brodie and 
Woodman, the latter with a recurrence of his 
practice trouble. 

As they came up to the thirteenth all important 
lap, Vandervell had made inroads into the 
Marshall/Rouse battle and split the two of them. 
When Spice and Walkinshaw did their pas de 
deux at the start of the fourteenth lap, Vandervell 
nipped ahead and there he was to stay, just 1.6s 
ie the first three in a fine touring car race. 
Brodie kept it together for fourth while Walkin- 
shaw claimed fifth after passing his adversary 
Spice a good deal easier than Spice had passed’ 
him. Woodman completed the front runners with 
Percy taking his class and Unett gaining his 
easiest win in the series so he said. He also took a 
lap record despite saving the car in top gear and 
Walkinshaw and Marshall were other new lap 
record holders in a slightly controversial race but 
a good one for British Tourin 


g cars. 
BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Keith Prowse Touring car championship, round 10 
Brand: 151 


Is Hatch, japs 

1, Colin Vandervell (3.0 Ford Capri II), 27m 11.6s, 86.50mph; 
2, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupe), 27m 12.2s; 
3, Andy Rouse (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 27m 13.2s; 
4, Dave Brodie (2.3 Mazda RX3), 27m 18.6s; 
5, Tom Walkinshaw (3.0 Ford Capri Il, 27m 22.2s; . 
6, Gordon Spice (3.0 Ford Capri I), 27m 23.6s; : 

7, Vince Woodman (3.0 Ford Capri 11), 27m 25.2s; 8, Martin 
‘Thomas (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 28m 14s; 9, Win gs 
Usage Ue GT), 28m 14.4s; 10, Roger Dowe (2.3 Mazda 

m 21.8s. 

. 2301cc to 3000cc: 1, Vandervell, 86.50mph; 2, Walkinshaw; 3. 
Spice; 4, Woodman; 5, Holger Knudsen (2.8 Opel Commodore GSE): 
6, Stuart Patterson (3.0 Ford Capri |). Fastest lap: Walkinshaw, 1m 
46.4s, 88.43mph Record). ; 

1601cc to 2300cc: 1, Marshall, 86.47mph; 2, Rouse; 3, Brodie; 4, 
‘Thomas; 5, Dowe; 6, Erick Hoyer (2.0 Ford Escort RS2000). Fastest 
lap: Marshall, 1m 47.4s, 87.61mph (Record). 

1301cc to 1600cc: 1, Percy, 83.29mph; 2, Barrie Williams (1.6 
Toyota Velica GT); 3, Jim Edwards (1.6 Toyota Celica GT); 4, Maggie 
Anderson (1.6 nault 17TS); no other starters. Fastest lag 
Williams, 1m 51.2s, 84.61mph. 


Upto 1300ce: 1, Bernard Unett (1.3 Hillman A GT ‘ 
2, Jon Dooley (1.2 Alfa Romeo AtaSud Ti; peter fambard (a 3 Ata 
PoAcian Gertoreli Ho ale Romeo G os Seni 
5, Adrian li (3 Alla Romeo GT Junior) 6, Andrew Shanks 
a3 Hillmen Avenger GT) Fastest lap: Unett. im 55 4s. 81 53m0h 
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tardy start. 


‘onny Andersson heads the F3s off the grid with Geoff Brabham second and Geoff Lees (left) making a 
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‘BRANDS HATCH — FORMULA THREE 


Swedes lead the procession | 


‘A rather processional Formula 3 race, non- 
-.championship, opened the day’s proceedings 
over the Grand Prix circuit. It was won by 
Sweden’s Conny Andersson with com- 
“parative ease over his fellow-countryman, 
-Conny Ljungfeldt in a Modus. Britain’s big 
hope Rupert Keegan was never in touch with 
these two, and at the end, he dropped back 
‘to Geoff Brabham at the end with a front 
“tyre going off. A lively midfield battle really 
.showed what F3 should be like, even 
heralding memories of the idyllic days. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 
- Even though this was a non-championship race, 
for the Paul Nicholas Trophy, a fine field of F3s 
was assembled for the main supporting event to 
the 5000 race. Practice was held, in two half-hour 
- sessions, on the Saturday and after a very damp 
morning all the grid times were recorded in the 
‘drying afternoon period. 
Continuing his current upsurge into the world 
of Formula 3 in his usual Rob Roy Racing/ 
Chevron Cars Chevron B34 was the talented 
Warwickshire driver Geoff Lees, posting a time of 
1m 28.4 to claim pole position. In the wetter 
morning period Geoff was running to the same 
settings: as he had at the soaking Vallelunga 
meeting, but now the track was not so wet and he 
found the car understeering badly. A change to a 
thinner front roll-bar produced a dramatic 
improvement from eighth to first fastest. Having 
rectified a moving a sponge the promising 
young Australian Geoffrey Brabham really 
started flying towards the end of the ‘dry’ practice 
to record a good im 28.6s, while Conny 
Andersson completed the front row with his 
Speedprint March, the Swede over in England to 
contest the last two races of our season and 

riencing no undue worries. ; 

Row two comprised Stephen South’s ip ish a 


Dortmunder Bier March 763 and a second Swede, _ 


this year’s national F3 champion Conny Ljung- 
feldt in a Modus. South had nm fastest in the 
morning, but was slowed slightly in the afternoon 
by a broken nose stay, while Ljungfeldt was going 
well in the Modus once driven by Jean-Louis 
Schlesser (on the front row at Arras a few months 
ago) and Jac Nelleman, the car featuring a parallel 
lower link rear suspension layout rather than the 
more usual MI wishbones. Conny was also taking 
advantage of the non-championship status of the 
event b Hsing tbe slightly softer compound G50 
tyre. The BAF Chevron of Ruper Keegan, was 
tbo e on the next fow, using the softer still G53 


45 


tyres on the front but was hampered by a top end 
misfire and then fuel mp ailure. Dutchman 
Boy Hayje should have been alongside in his F & 
S Ralt but he crashed heavily on some oil in prac- 
tice and did not start. 

RACE 

Conny Andersson made a tremendous start to 
lead the pack through Paddock and he peg ik 
from Druids with a couple of lengths over fellow 
countryman Ljungfeldt, Leés, Brabham and 
a gee who made another of his now customary 
good starts. Around the back they went then, but 
over the loudspeakers came the news that Lees 
had spun at Westfield. Can anyone remember 
when Geoff last spun in a race? His wife, Helen, 
thought that it was probably back in his RP16 in 
1974! aged e had closed right up on 
Ljungfeldt at Hawthorns but got too close at the 
next bend and put two wheels on the mud. The car 
was forunately undamaged and he later rejoined 
the race after a stop for a new nose. 

At the front though, Andersson and Ljungfeldt 
simply took control of the race and romped away 
to fme Swedish 1-2. Keegan soon passed Brabham 
but Geoff hung on well, as did South, until the 
latter spun off at Stirlings and returned disconsol- 
ately to the pits with a damaged nosecone. Ian 
Flux, running his Ockley Ralt on M&H tyres, 
which are a lower profile than the Goodyears, was 
another to have made a good start before 
spinning on lap two at Graham Hill Bend, so Tiff 
Needell took over sixth which became fifth with 
South’s demise, in the Safir after another very 
competent showing. 

Unfortunately the race was en pro- 
cessional, apart from a very lively midfield dice 
though even that broke up by halfway, but New 
Zealander Brett Riley came through it all well to 
seventh place in his Modus, having rectified a 
haunting practice vibration. 

Rupert Keegan’s third position had seemed 
secure with a few laps to run, but then one of his 
front G53s started to go ‘off’ and the resultant 
understeer almost enabled Brabham to take the 
place at the end. 

' Paul Nicholas Formula 3 Trophy 


15 laps, 39.20 miles 
1, Conny Andersson (March-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 22m 20.4s, 
105.29mph 


“Mario Ferraris having retir 


Gray wins as 
Irish crash 


The 1976 Mallory Park season ended with 
bang last Sunday — literally for some, met: 
phorically for most. The BRSCC Midlan 
Centre once again took over from anothe 
organisation and were rewarded with a fin 


| entry, excellent racing and a reasonabl 


crowd considering the armchair attractio 
on TV. As the Townsend Thoresen Formul 
Ford 1600 Championship draws to a clos 
the racing is becoming really keen, and | 
may be that the experience of South Africa 
Kenny Gray will give him the title which h 


‘lost to Geoff Lees last year, for his win i 


the final brings him within ten points « 
David Kennedy with two races left. Pos 
Kennedy crashed heavily in his heat i 
company with the Frenchman Yves Sarazi 
while they were lapping a back marke 
while fellow Irishman Derek Daly crashed i 
the final while challenging Gray for the leat 
Derek Walker’s Fiat 850-Ford won th 
Hitachi round by a whisker from champio 
elect Jeff Ward; Malcolm Jackson pippe 
Vernon Davies in the closing stages to tak 
the final Sytner of Nottingham Clubmen’ 
round; and Nick Whiting’s amazing yelloy 
Escort once again trounced several V 
monsters in winning the non-championshi 
special saloon event. 

A _ pecteot start (ie: he almost jumped it!) too 
Derek Daly into the lead of the first FF 1600 hea 
but his yellow Hawke DL15 was soon unde 
strong pressure from the similar car of Dere 
Warwick. It all boiled over on the last lap whe 
Warwick tried to squeeze past Daly on Stebb 
Straight, put two wheels on the grass with a litt] 
encouragement, and spun: at high speed - 
fortunately without hitting anything. He carrie 
on to finish fifth while Matthew Argenti’s Royal 
RP21 took over second after passing Graham 
Tilley’s Crosslé 25F at Gerards, which promptl 
spun into the bank. 

The second heat began as a three-way struggl 
between Kenny Gray in the Scorpion Royal 
RP21 and the Crosslé 30Fs of David Kennedy an 
Yves Sarazin. Kennedy’s bid for the lead at th 
Esses on the first lap failed, which led to a bum 
in the rear from the closely-following Sarazin, wh 
eventually scraped by at Gerards on the fifth lay 
just as they came up to lap some slow bac 
markers. For reasons best known to the wil 
Frenchman, he drove into the back of the back 
marker, and bounced off into Kennedy who wa 
round the outside minding his own business. Bot! 
Crosslés crashed heavily, Kennédy’s cartwheelin 
many times and hitting the bank befite coming t 
rest upside down. David was extricated and take 
to hospital where, amazingly, his injuries wer 
confined to heavy bruising and whiplash. Th 
centre section of the Crosslé stood up remarkabl 
to the impact but the corners were all rubbed of 
and a new car will be needed for the last tw 
rounds. The race ran out with Gray unopposec 
while Rick Morris, taking his turn in the work 
development Hawke DL17 prototype, just hel 


_off South African Trevor van Rooyen’s pink RP2 


for second. heat contained the third Irishman 
Bernard Devaney, in his yellow Hawke DL15, an 
he led, Northampton-domiciled: Ulsterman Jin 
Walsh for five laps before the race ground to 
halt ‘after yet another monumental shunt, thi 
time involving Geoff Smailes, whose Hawke DL1 
was pushed off by Swiss Teddy Voellmy (Va 
Diemen RF76) as they went up to the hairpin i 
third and fourth places, Voe y’s team-mat 
‘a lap earlier fror 
that place with broken suspension after a — 
together at the hairpin with Tony Barley’s Roy 
RP2I. Smailes’s car narrowly missed a tree and 
marshal, landing a total wreck but its eve 
cheerful driver was unhurt: 

‘The final could hardly have been mor 
spectacular but the racing was as close as eve 
Gray took an immediate lead from the outside c 
the front row while Walsh followed him int 
.Gerards from the second row, ahead of Daly an 
Devaney. However, Jim’s Rowland engine w 
misfiring occasionally with condensor trouble an 
he was soon pushed down to fourth by q 
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Dubliners. Daly was quickly up with Gray, 
despite an anxious moment at Gerards when the 
throttle stuck open, and he made several bids for 
the lead down Stebbe but the wily Gray was 
always on the inside line for the Esses. Then, on 
the tenth lap, a similar manoeuvre as before 
almost ended in disaster for Derek’s throttle 
stuck open again and he careered into the 
sleepers, just as Ronnie Peterson’s F2 March did 
a few years ago. The Hawke destroyed itself but 
Derek climbed out of the twisted wreck with 


nothing worse than a badly bruised leg. This left. 
Gray far enough ahead of Devaney to carry on to 


an untroubled win, while Derek Warwick put in 
the kind of drive to be expected of the European 
champion and came through from the fifth row to 
snatch third from Walsh. Van Rooyen and 
Argenti in their Royales prevented Morris from 
taking any championship points to sustain his 
challenge for the championship, while Paul 
Smith’s RP21 just headed the similar car of John 
Village for eighth, close behind Rick. 

After ring failure in his best engine in practice 
had forced him to fit a less potent spare, Jeff 
Ward knew he would have his work cut out to 
keep his Epic Accessories Imp ahead of the 
similar car of Richard Long and Derek Walker’s 
Fiat 850 Coupé, which its constructor was racing 
for the last time. The threat from Long ended on 
the grid when the Imp’s starter motor failed but 
Walker was a different proposition and hustled 
the champion’s car for eight laps, hardly pausing 
while some of the Fiat’s engine cover blew away. 
On the ninth lap Derek took the lead at Gerards 
and just held it to the end, although Ward was 
drawing alongside as they crossed the line. 
Malcolm Johnstone, who has now added the ex- 
Rob Mason/George Bevan car to his stable. of 
racing Imps, held on to third throughout despite a 
rear wheel unscrewing itself, but the Imp of Roger 
Tebbutt had to give up its fourth place to Don 
Hardman’s Cooper when the gear lever 
_ itself on ‘the third lap. As ever the 850 

is of Geoff Gilkes, David Enderby and 
Charles Bernstein provided a magnificent battle 
for the class lead, involving themselves with the 
Mitre Mini-Ford of Bill Barrett and, towards the 
end, Long’s Imp as it came through from a push 
start. After all three 850s had taken their turn in 
font, Gilkes drove round the outside of the others 


at the hairpin on lap eight and took the win in his © 


Imp-engined car from Bernstein and Enderby, 
who had worked hard on the front of his car 
replacing radiators after a practice accident at the 
irpin. All three were under the old class record, 
although Gilkes was quickest, and neither Long 
nor Barrett could beat them. The Fiat-Ford also 
set a new record for the 1-litre class. 

Vernon Davies made a welcome return to the 
font of a Clubmen’s race in the final round of the 
al of Nottingham eweneD. jis updated 

2 now running on some more suitable tyres than 
of late. For seven paps be kept pare ere 
runner-up Malcolm J, at bay, but the letter 
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Jeff Ward leads ‘Derek Walker’s 1.0 Fiat 850, but the positions were to be reversed by the end of the ra 


found the gap he wanted at Gerards on lap eight, 
pulling away to win by 1.2s. Relieving the Mallock 
domination in third and fourth places were the 
Hustler SS4A of Richard Groombridge and Peter 
Deal in the Pink Panther Gryphon C4A, these two 
changing places more than once before settling 
for that order some three seconds behind Davies. 
It was also very close for fifth and sixth between 
the U2s of Martin Mansell and Richard de la Rue, 
with Tim Gath not far behind in seventh in his U2 
ahead of Andy Diamond’s diminutive Diamond 
R6 in its first race. Champion Nick Adams put in 
a few desultory laps in the _half-prepared 


Haggispeed Mk 8 before second gear went 


missing. es. t- 

A mixture of prodsports and 1-litre special 
saloons were well matched, although the 
inevitable Chris Meek won with that Lotus 
Europa (very) Special. Rod:Gretton’s Team Euro 
Burgess TVR 3000M stayed on the outlawed 
Kleber RSs to try and stay with Meek but to no 
avail for, just as he was catching up, the clutch 
rod fell apart on the eighth lap. Chris Alford, 
having a one-off drive in the works/Stewart 
Halstead TVR 3000M inherited a distant second 
having shaken off the 1-litre Mini of Robert Roe 
and Peter Taylor’s Europa. Don Hardman, in 
Colin Scrimshire’s Anglia MAE, had his first 
experience of rear wheel drive, going well in the 
unfamiliar car to take fifth ahead of the class- 
winning Ginetta G15 of David Beams. 

Inevitably the V8 power of Colin Hawker’s 
DFVW and Mick Hill’s VW Beetle-Chevrolet left 
Nick Whiting’s 2-litre Escort-BDG lagging at the 
start of a well-supported non-championship 
special saloon race, but Nick soon had the big cars 
in his sights, trying to pass both at once on the 
outside as they slowed for the Esses on lap one. 
However, Hill held on ahead of Hawker until 
Gerards on lap two, while Whiting was past both 
“VWs” before the end of the lap when Hawker’s 
gear selection problems began. As the race went 
on, Colin found himself groping more and more for 
gears at the hairpin, falling way behind the hard- 
cnet Whiting and only just holding off Hill in 
the dash for the line after tactically losing his 
gears and filling the track at the hairpin on the 
last lap: Close behind both was Alistair Lyall’s 
smart Escort-F VC which had had Tony Sugden’s 
Escort BDE for company until the last lap when 
an ominous misfire set in. Peter Baldwin’s 
rapidly-driven Mini-BDA won the 1300 division 
while who should be second but that man Ward 
again in his 1-litre Imp, although Jeff Mann’s 
Anglia-BDA should have had that honour but for 
slowing on the last lap, thinking that the flag 
which was on its way out for Whiting was meant 
for him. 

The Classic Saloons put on their usual, 
mpectacular display with a full grid ranging from 

Meacham’s winning Jaguar 2.4 to Kevin 
Owen’s Ford, which made itself very unpopular 
mimsing round a smokey last. Tom in 
second of Lord B *s WPRT 24s nearly 


returned to nature with a huge moment on the 
grass on the first lap but recovered to take second 
while the other three class winners diced among 
themselves to the finish with Graig Hinton’s 


Jaguar Mk VII in third ahead of Andy 
McLennan’s A35 and Miles Marshall’s Borgward 


Isabella TS. 
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Formuta Ford 1600, heat 1 (7 laps): 1, Derek Daly (Hawke-Minister 
DL15). 6m 5.0s, 93.20mph; 2, Matthew Argent Royale-Scholar 
RP21), 6m 3.8s, 93.51mph; 2, Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar DL17), 
Fastest lap: Daly, 50.8s, 95.67mph. 

Formula Ford 1600, heat 2 (7 laps): 1, Kenny Gray (Royale-Scholar 

RP21), 6m 3.8s, 93.51mph; 2, Rick Norris (Hawke-Scholar DL17), 
6m 7.6s; 3, Trevor van Rooyen (Royale-Minister RP21), 6m‘7.8s. 
Fastest lap: Gray, 50.8s, 95.67mph. 
’ Formula Ford 1600, heat 3 (5 se 1, Bernard Devaney Malis 
Smith DL15), 4m 22.6s, 92.54mph; 2, Jim Walsh (Royale-Rowland 
RP21), 4m 22.8s; 3, Cameron Binnie (Royale-Minister RP21), 4m 
32.6s. Fastest lap: Walsh, 51.0s, 93.30mph. P 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford 1600 Championship round (15 
laps): 1, Gray, 12m 50.6s, 94.60mph; 2, Devaney, 12m_52.6s; 3, 


‘Derek Warwick (Hawke-Minister DL15), 12m 55.0s; 4, Walsh, 12m 


56.6s; 5, van Reaver, 13m 2.8s; 6, Argenti, 13m 3.0s. Fastest lap: 
Gray, Devaney, Warwick, Walsh, Daly and John Village (Royale- 
Smith RP21), 50.6s, 96.05mph. : y 7 

Hitachi Special Saloon Car Championship round (10 laps): 1, 
Derek Waker .O Fiat 850 Coupé-Ford), 9m 4.8s, 89.21 mph; 2, Jeff 
Ward (1.0 Hillman Imp), 9m 4.8s; -3, Malcolm Johnstone (1.0 
Sunbeam Imp), 9m 11.2s; 4, Don Hardman (1.0 Mini-Cooper S), 9m 
16.0s. 851 to 1000cc class: 1, Walker, 89.21mph; 2, Ward; 3, 
Johnstone. Fastest lap: Walker, 52.8s, 22-O3mgeh (record). ee to 
850cc class: 1, Geoff Gilkes (848 Mini Clubman-Imp), 85.41mph; 2 
Charles Bernstein (850 Mini); 3, David Enderby (843 Mini), Fastest 
lap: Gilkes, 55.0s, 88.36mph (record). 

Sytner of Nottingham Clubmen's Sports Car Championship final 
round (10 laps): 1, Malcolm Jackson (Mallock U2-Arden/Holbay Mk 
14), 7m 49.0s, 103.62mph; 2, Vernon Davies (Mallock U2-Holbay Mk 
14/18), 7m 50.2s; 3, Richard Groombridge (Hustler-IWR SS4A), 7m 
53.0s; 4, Peter Deal Reeds gett 4A), 7m 53.8s; 5, Martin 
Mansell (Mallock U2-Abbott Mk 11B/16), 8m 0.4s; 6, Richard de la 
Rue (Mallock U2-Davron Mk 16), 8m 0.8s. Fastest lap: Jackson, 
45.4s, 107.05mph. . 

Production Sports Cars and Special Saloon Cars (10 laps): 1, Chris 
Meek (1.6 Lotus Europa Special), 9m 26.2s, 85.83mph; 2, Chris 
Alford (3.0 TVR_3000M), 9m 58.8s; 3, Robert Roe (1.0 Minj-Cooper 
S), 9m 59.6s. Production Sports Cars £3001 to £4500. class: 1, 

eek, 85.83mph; 2, Alford; 3, Peter Taylor (1.6 Lotus Europa). 
Fastest lap: Meek, 55.2s, 88.04mph. Production Sports Cars £2001 
to £3000 class: 1, David Beams (1.0 Ginetta G15), 77.68mph; 2, 
Lionel Shakespeare (2.5 Triumph TR5); 3, Eric Carr (1.6 TVR 
Grantura Sprint). Fastest lap: Beams, 1m 1.0s, 79.67mph (record). 
Production Sports Cars up to £2000 class: 1, ‘‘Valli’ (1.5 M 
Midget), 72.20mph; 2, David Richardson (1.3 MG Midget); 3, Peter 
May (1.3 MG Midget). Fastest lap: May, 1m 4.0s, 75.93mph. Special 
Saloons 851 to 1000cc class: 1, Roe, 81.05mph; 2, Don Hardman 
an Ford Anglia MAE); 3, Tony Hallam (1.0 Hillman oe: Fastest lap: 

oe, 57.8s, 84.08mph. Special Saloons up to 850cc class: 1, Keith 
Bass (848 Mini), 74.69mph; 2, Michael Jackson (850 Mini); only 
starters. Fastest ie: Bass, 1m 2.8s, Ao te 

Social Saloon Cars (10 laps): 1, Nick Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort 
BDG), 8m 21.8s, 96.85mph; 2, Colin Hawker (3.0 Volkswagen- 
Cosworth 1600 DFV), 8m 39.4s; 3, Mick Hill Se Volkswagen- 
Chevrolet 1300 V8), 8m 40.8s. Over 1300cc class: 1, Whiting, 
96.85mph; 2, Hawker; 9, Hill. Fastest lap: Hawker, 48.0s, 
101.25mph. Upto 1300cc class: 1, Peter Baldwin (1.3 Mini Clubman 


‘Allen/BDA), 88.72mph; 2, Jeff Ward (1.0 Hillman Imp); 3, Clinton 


Bourke (1.3 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest lap: Baldwin, 53.2s, 92.35mph. 

Classic Saloon Cars (10 bia 1, Bob Meacham (2.5 Jaguar 2.4 Mk 
1) 10m 56.2s, 74.06mph; 2, Tom Leake i-? Jaguar 2.4 Mk 1), 10m 
59.6s; 3, Graig vi a Jaguar Mk Vil), 11m 10.8s. Over 2700cc 
class: 1, Hinton, 72.45mph; only starter. Fastest lap: Hinton, 1m 
3.8s, 76.17mph (record). 1902 to 2700cc class: 1, Meacham 
74,06mph; 2, Leake; 3, Peter Halls (2.6 Ford Zephyr Mk 2). Fastest 
lap: Leake, 1m 3.8s, 76.17mph (record). 1252 to 1901cc class: 1, 
Miles Marshall i Borgward Isabella TS), 72.33mph; 2, Mike 
Hawes (1.5 MG Magnette ZB); 3, ie Hutton (1.5 Wolseley 15/50). 
Fastest lap: Marshall, lm 5.4s, 74.31mph. Up to 125lce class: i. 
Andy ech orion CG Austin A35), 72.41 ; 2, Mike Cox 
Austin A35); 3, Bill Stone Morris Minor 1000). Fastest lap: Tony 
Raine (LO AZ5), im 56s. 74.08mph (record). 
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Phantom preview 


Who was the unkind ~ who, posing as Louis 
Stanley, phoned and invited me to what he 
described as an exclusive preview of his new car 
and driver at Silverstone last Wednesday? ; 

Ah, I thought. The long-awaited opportunity 
for me to see Mr Stanley’s amazing new 500 


horsepower engine and discover the identity of. 


the appointed ace who will steer the Stanley 
family’s racer back along the paths of glory. 

Alas the whole thing was a cruel hoax. And now 
I join with all the other Stanley-BRM fans 
waiting in breathless anticipation for the 
announcement of the real thing. 


Grauniad grumbles 


How surprising it was to see the Guardian whizz 
kid reporter Charles Cook exercising that papers 
impressive line in double standards at Watkins 


len. 
““Cook, formerly the Guardian’s motoring 
reporter, wrote a magnificent swangsong piece for 


the paper as his last oeuvre before being moved on 


tolessspecialisedfields§ = j= .. 
Part of the great swansong piece recounted how 
ngeipe writers were a bunch of spoilt, over 
indu 
accepting the hospitality of the industry. 
Surprise, surprise when Cook turned up in the 
Goodyear hospitality unit at the Glen ane in 
use of the reap pags he had so bitterly criticised. 
And then he left his over indulged hack friends 


amazed by using Geodtyees = phone to file his, 


rather wordy story with London office. 
There was more amazement when on discover- 


ing that the Observer man was not present he 


announced he would make a few bob on the side 
by filing a story for that paper. When none of his 


fellow hacks would tell him the phone number of | 


the Observer he began to suspect that he was 
overstaying his welcome and it was later made 
vocally plain to him that this was very much the 
case. He was seen to exit in a speechless pink 
blush and was not seen again. 


Sure-fire system 


The recent Paraguyan Rally was won by the. 


volatile and quick tempered local hero Juan 
Carlos Calvo in his Toyota Celica. After the 


formal and very splendid prize giving it was 


announced that the victor was to have his licence 
removed for 12 months. 


Some technical infringement perhaps. Infringe-' 


ment yes. Technical no. Quite simply he had shot 
a marshal. 

Yes folks. As simple as that. There was, I 
believe, some disagreement over the time to be 
stamped on his card at a control and when he 
couldn’t make the marshal see his point of view he 
offered him the point of his gun and pulled the 


niger hcae, eae :. 
e hapless marshal collected a bullet in the leg. 


while our hero went on (with his time card and a 


perfect time) to win the laurels and the silverware. 


They’re a passionate lot these rally people. 


Muddled mourners 


What a terrible diaster Tom Wheatcroft’s funeral 
was. Nobody turned up. And the 
upset by the non-appearance of his “ 

‘om Wheatcroft himself. — 

Yes, I suppose you’d like me to read that again. 

It happened this way. With Tom’s Donington 
circuit nearing completion it seems that the other 
circuit bosses were beginning to worry about the 
competition. Their concern manifested itself in 
the spreading of little amusing stories concerning 
Tom’s health and welfare. 

The one being put about by John Webb that 
Tom was about to go bust didn’t seem to work. So 
the next one through the rumour mill had it that 
Tom had cancer and had been given only two 
years to live. A petit histoire hardly designed to 
inspire confidence in those people about to do 
business with the new circuit. ; 

ightly alarmed by-the news of his forthco: 
demise, Tom and his manager Ian Phillips decid 
to call the bluff of the yarn spinners and issued an 
invitation to the funeral. 


_ 1977. an 


hacks who ruined their impartiality by: 


ing full, 


son most 
ends” was” 


From John Webb came no traceable reply. 
Jimmy Brown of Silverstone said that joking 
about a man’s funeral wasn’t really very funny 
and Sid Offord of Thruxton leapt to the phone and 
called his Council members, presumably believing 
the funeral hoax to be genuine. Mr. Offord is not 
noted for his perspicacity or his speedy ability to. 
see through a simple hoax. _—_—-- 
- Although none of the worthies appeared at the 
funeral it would seem that the jovial Tom has 
made his point. He is alive and well, and laughing 
as usual, and not apparently suffering from any of 
the much-promoted financial constrictions. - 

Donington, despite the efforts of the opposi- 
tion, have dates for 12 car meetings next year 
including an International Formula 3 and maybe 
even an F2 round of the European Championship. 
The inaugural meeting is scheduled for March 
is to be called the British Empire 
Trophy Meeting, tying in neatly with the last 
meeting run at Donington in April 1939 similarly 
named. : a 

Half time score: Wheatcroft United, 1 — 
Antique Circuits, nil. 


Now — it’s Batman > 


Amazing the bevels ou meet at Earls Court at 
the SMM&T Motor Show. There was Ari Batanen 
and Vauxhall racer John Marshall. There was: 
even a Lancie Stratus. 
According to the SMM&T press office that is.: 
Nice of them to send me their pre-show puffery. 
Odd, I was sure I saw Vatanen and Gerry and a 
Stratos there. 
_ Wake up SMM&T. Or next year you'll get more 
than your EarlsCaught. | 


Just the ticket? 

It has been suggested that March’s export reject, 

the burly Brambilla, might join Surtees for next 

year. Not as odd as you might first imagine. 
Marchmen Mosley and Herd have plainly used 


up all Vitt’s great talent (and sponsorship money) 
and despite early season confidences that Vitt 


was The World’s Great Test Driver are now pre-. 


ared to soldier on without him. Would he suit 
urtees? : 
Sources close to Edenbridge ventured that 
John would approve of a man who got his foot in 


| it, wasn’t a great thinker and didn’t say a lot. 


Vitt fits the bill. And Big John speaks good 
Italian, a legacy of his motor cycle days with 


The living proof... Tom Wheatcroft dicing with 


Ronnie Peterson ona slot-car track. 


Augusta and later with Ferrari. 

or all the reasons that Brambilla could & 
jonny the Suess OO hai ee 
eaving. He’s a powerful thinker, an 
talker but often appears not to have his foot im th 
right place. oe it, Le 

Campbell, Brett’s man from New York wh« 

raises the money, is said to be winging his way 
across the Atlantic with a fresh bag of dollar: 
looking for a berth for the former Marine for nex 
year. 


RAMblings 


Following the RAM Brabhams around during the 
latter part of the season has been a bit like 
playing Find the Lady. Now you see them, nov 
you don’t. 

Mr Loris Kessel slapped various injunctions or 
the cars in an effort to recoup what he alleged wa: 


. money owed to him by RAM’s John MacDonald 


One appeared in the hands of that da 
sponsor-getter Guy Edwards at a British clubbi 
sprayed in one of his many benefactors colours 
Another was supposed to be in Japan in a nev 
colour scheme and now they would appear to have 
changed hands. Mr ‘‘Monkey’’ Brown the well 
known north London trader and buyer of oddities 
is said to be the new owner. Meanwhile there i 
talk of MacDonald running a new March nex 
‘year for Stommelen. 


What's in a name? 


The now long in the tooth Heskeths are due to b 
pensioned off to where ever tired old Formula On 
cars go. Which leaves Bubbles Horsley witl 
nothing to run next year.. : 

Or does it? I hear that Patrick Head is bus 
sharpening his designing pencils, which as ye 
have failed to procure anything even mildly suc 
cessful, in the Northampton area. 

Which produces another problem. I mean, yo 
can’t have a racing car called a Bubbles can you 
And as any former naval man will tell you i 
wouldn’t be nice to call it a Head. 

_ Suggestions on a post card please. A bottle o 
my favourite bubbly — Moet and Chandon — fo 
the name which Bubbles adopts for his new car. 


Safety first 


Much fuss is made about safety in Formula On 
racing. The CSI send men all round the worl 
worrying and caring. The drivers have a safet; 
‘committee and spend a great deal. of time nit 
picking over detail and having done so laydow1 
edicts to the organisers. But is it really just some 
thing they do to use up their spare time or do the} 
really care about safety? 

Originally Armco was the Great Salvation 
Then people and motor cars got sliced in half s 
catch fencing came in. Mark Donohue was killec 
by an errant timber post supporting a catch fence 
Both Jarier and the late Tony Brise were cloutet 
hard by wayward posts. Several spectators hav 
been injured by them. 

Frank Walker, the scientific boffin of Allie 
Polymers Development division came up with : 
scheme whereby the catch fencing could be sup 

orted by plastic posts which fragmented unde 

igh impact and later went on to devise an eve 
safer water-filled post. - 
“ “Peter Jowitt, who acts jointly as consultant fe 
the Constructors and the Drivers, was impresset 
and asked Walker to continue with his work. Tha 
was a year ago. ; 
_ Walker now has a hefty file on the matter 
Largely of unanswered letters. Jowitt attende 
one meeting. Walker describes Jowitt as “el 
sive” and wonders if there is some underlyiny 
political reason behind his not wishing to discus 
improvements in safety for drivers. am 
spectators. yee, 

Walker is confused. A mild-mannered man, bh 
offered his company’s services to the sport at n 
charge. “We saw it as an opportunity to help th 


: making money : 
some genuine heed to safety. Rather than the li 
service they pay it at the moment. 
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by John Bolster 
MAZDA 929 COUPE 


Ornamental 
Oriental 


In my part of the country, the name of Mazda is 
ected for their good-looking pickups, which are 
useful for so many rural pursuits. The 929 coupé, 
the subject of this test, is a somewhat different 


vehicle, a bit on the flashy side but exceptionally: 


easy to drive. One gathers that it was intended to. 
be Wankel-powered, but it is now offered with the 
firm’s well-known overhead-camshaft four- 
cylinder power unit. 

When the car was first delivered to me, I was 
somewhat disconcerted at the display of bright 
metal in front, which is exceeded by that at the 
rear, where the whole back panel has a metallic 
finish. However, there are people who admire such 
an exhibition, so I shall say no more. Having 
taken a closer look, however, I was shocked at the 
orange-peel finish of the paintwork on the test 
ear; after all, this is not a cut-price offering from 
the Eastern bloc. 

The design might be called ‘standard Japanese’, 
if one excepts Honda. There is a MacPherson 
front end, with anti-roll bar, and the inevitable 
live rear axle on’semi-elliptic springs. The usual 
recirculating ball steering gear and disc/drum 
brakes are found, while the specification claims 
that the wheels are ‘superbly styled with chrome 
nuts and hub centres as well as deep rim- 
bellishers’ — no comment. The engine has a single’ 
overhead-camshaft, a capacity of 1769cc, and it 
willrunon 2-starpetrol. 

The interior treatment is more restrained than 
the exterior, with comfortable, cloth-upholstered 
front seats. The rear compartment has more leg 
room than in some coupés, but one’s head may 
come into contact with the sloped rear window 
glass if one is tall. The luggage boot is a deep 
cavern with a very high sill, which makes the 
loading of heavy luggage difficult. 

The engine is smooth, flexible, and reasonably 
quiet, with a lot of torque for its size. The low axle 


wen eee = 


gearing (high numerical ratio) makes it out- 
standingly ively on top gear, the acceleration 


from 20 to 30mph being remarkably rapid and 
without a sign of rumble — Messrs Vauxhall, 
Opel, and Ford please note. However, the engine 
can reach rather high revolutions in top gear, the 
rev-counter entering the red section on occasion. 
If one turns a blind eye on this, the car can exceed 


100mph under favourable conditions, but 98mph- 


is the honest maximum. 

Obviously, it would be absurd to drive at 
6000rpm, but the engine does not sound at all 
distressed. At a more usual 70mph cruising speed, 
the engine turns smoothly and without apparent 
effort. A slight boom period has been cleverly 
arranged at 90mph, where it will not bother the 
average owner. The 4-speed gearbox is quiet and 
handles in exemplary fashion, which is typical of 
Japanese boxes. 

e steering is pleasantly light for town work 


and though it perhaps feels a little vague at first, . 4 
Below: Coupé body shell does not allow sufficient rear headroom. Above: hi, 
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the driver soon comes to terms with it. The front 


suspension behaves well during hard cornering, 
for although the tyres scream lustily, they do not 
let go and allow the car to plough straight on. The 
rear end is adequate on smooth surfaces, but 


bumps may cause the axle to leap, the tyres 


naturally losing adhesion. 

The ride is most disappointing and I found the 
discomfort very tiring on a long run. Even on 
motorways it is choppy and it copes badly with 


inferior country lanes; I cannot imagine what it. - 


would be like on the outskirts of Barcelona, for 
example. It is well known that the English have 
hearts of oak, but the Japanese must have cast- 
iron bottoms. The ride is not as unbearable as 
that of a Mini on Denovo tyres which I drove, and 
some rally cars I have tried are worse, so I shall 


merely say that the 929 is on the back row of the 
as far as riding comfort is concerned. The 


grid 

brakes stand up well to quite fast road driving. 
Perhaps I have been too critical, for some of the 

cars which sell well in Britain have notably 


inferior suspension, and they ity good for your 


liver to be well shaken up. Nevertheless, the 

Mazda is certainly not a cheap vehicle and there 

are some very comfortable cars in its price class. 
This is a remarkably lively car for its engine 


hly stylized 


a 


wheel and fascia... 


v as ae 
The somewhat disconcerting display of bright metal in frontis only exceeded by that at the rear. 


. 


size, performing most of its work on top gear in 
the manner of a big V8. It is not outstandingly 
economical, but then it is of substantial 
construction and by no means light. The gear- 
change could not be easier, the clutch is smooth 
and progressive, while the-remarkable tore of 
‘the engine at almost zero revs makes it_almost 
-impossible to stall. There is a certain amount of 


- ‘wind noise at the higher cruising speeds and some 


road noise on certain surfaces, but the general 
noise level is reasonably low. ~ ud Po 

To the purist, the Mazda 929 may appear to be 
under-engineered and over-decorated. There are 
some customers, however, who will buy it for its 
impact on the neighbours when parked outside 
Mon Repos. For the lazy or not very skilful 
driver, it may well be the ideal car. 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 


var anes Mazda 929 2-door coupé, price £2,649 including car tax 
an . 

Engine: Four-cylinders, 80x88mm (1769cc). Compression ratio 8.6 
to 1. 83bhp DIN at 5000rpm. Chain-driven overhead camshaft. 
Hitachi twin-choke carburettor. 

Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh gearbox 
with central change, ratios 1.0, 1.373, 2.005, and 3.403 to 1. Hypoid 
rear axle, ratio 3.9 to 1. : 3 
Chassis: Integral steel body and chassis. Independent MacPherson 
front suspension with anti-roll bar. Recirculating ball steering gear. 
Live rear axle on semi-elliptic springs. Servo-assisted dual circuit 
disc/drum brakes. Bolt-on steel wheels, fitted 175 SR 13 tyres. 
Equipment: 12-volt_ lighting and starting. Speedometer, Rev- 
counter, Ammeter. Temperature and fuel gauges. Clock, Heating, 
demisting, and ventilation system with heated rear window. Radio 
aerial built into windscreen. 2-speed and intermittent wipers and 
washers. Flashing direction indicators with hazard warning 
Reversing lights. 5 

Dimensions: Wheelbase 8ft 3in. Track 4ft 6.3in. Overall length 13ft 
1lin. Width 5ft 5in. Weight 214cwt. ; 
Performance: Maximum speed 98mph. Speeds in gears, third 
7imph, second 52mph, first 30mph. Standing quarter- 


mile 17.8s. Acceleration: 0-30mph 3.8s, 0-5Omph 8.2s, 0460mph 
12.1s, 080mph 23.3s. 
Fuel Consumption: 22 to 25mpg. 


The rough nature of the Keilder stages at the weekend proved ideal for Andrew Cowan’s almost indestructable little Colt Lancer. 


BORDER RALLY 


Cowan adds to the permutations 


Fine win for Bill Taylor — Cowan’s third place with the Colt keeps his 


Scotsman championship hopes alive — Tour of the Trossachs will 
decide it all — Report: GEORGE DEAN 


The Border Rally, penultimate round of The 
Scotsman Scottish Championship. did 
nothing to clarify the standings — if any- 
thing it complicated the issue. The main con- 
tenders, Murray Grierson, Jimmy MacRae, 
Drew Gallacher, Andrew Cowan and Ian 
Wilson all added something to their scores, 
but the rally was eventually and comfort- 
ably won by a very rapid drive from Bill 
Taylor/Ian McIver. They took the lead from 
Drew Gallacher/Ian Muir on stage eight and 
thereafter pulled away in convincing style, 
aided by a gremlin in Drew’s brakes which 
affected him on one of the longer stages of 
the rally. 
_ “The rally itself was something of a travesty — 
Grganisationally sound, accurately timed 
shove one stage was scrubbed when the 
ital clock got a finger stuck), and with the 
almost obligatory computerised results service it 
was forced to use the Kielder complex just three 
weeks after it had been ravaged during the soggy 


Lindisfarne. The debate about Forestry charges . 


Which (one hopes) is continuing in the rarified 
osphere of Belgravia must surely include 


e Forestry Commission commitment either to | 


waive charges where roads have not been re- 
graded, or to provide roads of some minimum 
standard. To pay the same rate for the motorway 
stages of mid-Wales, as for the rocky horrors of 
Kielder seems quite wrong, and the 102 starters 
of the Border Rally would endorse that Kielder in 
is current condition was unacceptably rough. 
One wonders what will happen before the RAC 
Rally — if anything. 


ENTRY 3 


Drew Gallacher made his ‘comeback’ to rallying 
on the ’75 Border, and earned widespread admira- 
tion for his drive into second place behind 
Makinen. He therefore started at one, with Ian 
Muir navigating, in his outwardly unprepos- 
sessing but mechanically excellent Escort. 
Murray Grierson/Roger Anderson were at two 
having repaired the elderly car after its Burmah 
roll. Jimmy MacRae had John Horton co-driving 
the Group 1 Magnum (which at least explained 
the welcome presence of the Dunlop truck!) at 
three, followed t by the Eastford Motors Escort of 
Alestair Brearley/Roger Turnbull. Allan Arneil 
was destined for a brief outing, succumbmg to 2 
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broken oil pice in the middle of an early stage. At: 


six Ian Wilson/Charlie Young in the Low’s Opel 
had an experimental 2.3 litre engine installed, 
with the aid of a rev-limiter to ensure no mech- 
anical disasters. 

With the benefit of his recent Australian pre- 
Border Rally practice run, the rough Kielder 


. roads, and the rugged Colt Lancer it was no great 
- surprise that An 


rew Cowan would achieve a 
good result, and he was followed by Russell Close 
who also ran strongly throughout in the Motor 


Centre RS1800. Dom Buckley put ub some fast - 


times, but was ultimately excluded from the 
results while Bill Taylor was seeded down at 10, 
lurking out of sight and mind of the early runners. 
So often Bill has come to the Border Rally with 
the fate of the Scottish Championship (which he 
has never won) hanging in the balance. This year 
with no interest in the series he simply relaxed 
and drove. Arthur Jasper/George Sangster were 
at 11, and scheduled to lose a wheel in mid-stage 
while the twelfth starters, Donald Heggie/George 
Dean had a forgettable run, punctuated by un- 

redictable braking and, for three stages a gear- 
ever detached from its gearbox. 

The field was swollen by the inclusion of the 
contenders in the Triple ‘C’ championship, but 
quite what impression of forest rallying they got 
is not certain. Tony Worswick got his Escort nto 
sixteenth place by the finish, while the unlikely 
Magenta of Alan Thurlow managed 18th and first 
in class which was a good effort. Jon Lloyd’s Imp 
also won its class, finishing 25th overall. 


RALLY 


From a civilised 10am start in Hawick, the 
route headed directly to Byrness where the 
normal three Aa te led via Blackblakehope and 
Rooken Edge down to Comb. Taylor and 
Gallacher shared the honours over these three 
stages, while Jim MacRae (always a fast starter) 
was close behind, with Russell Close also showing 
well. While these stages were somewhat cut up, 
the next batch of four from Comb to lunch at 
Plashetts were largely unacceptable. MacRae 
broke his alternator mounting bracket, lost the 
fan belt, and then burst his radiator. Taylor and 
Gallacher were again front runners, but the rough 
going suited the Colt of Cowan. Murray Grierson 
had got himself into gear by now and recorded 
fastest time on SS6, which was definitely the 
roughest of the batch. 

Lamchtime positions showed Gallacher a scant 


_and rough conditions. Ian 


one second ahead of Taylor, with Grierson 23 
seconds further behind. Cowan was fourth with 
Close fifth, but MacRae’s problem had dropped 
him to seventh behind Alastair Brearley. 

The second half consisted of seven stages on the 
south side of the Kielder-Falstone yellow plus the 
loop at Deadwater. The first of these ran fear the 
tarmac start at Stannersburn over to Chirdon- 


-head, and was cleaned only by Bill Taylor, while 


the second was the normal route over the moor at 
Clintburn. Together these stages were the best of 


_the event, and Bill Taylor was again fastest on the 
. second, but only just in front of an incredible run 


by MacRae. Drew was losing out with poor 
brakes, while Close punctured. 

The tenth stage is a ‘traditional’ Border Rally 
affair. Instead of using the conventional route 


‘north from Rushy Knowe to Whickhope Cottages, 


the organisers dig up every year a collection of ex- 
tremely narrow, grassy, emp tracks, which see 
no usage in other events. With a target time of 64 
minutes, and mile after mile of low-speed skitter- 
ing, Bill Taylor was quickest on 10.39, from Drew 
Gallacher on 10.51. No one else broke 11 minutes, 
while the maximum was set at only 14 minutes 
which several late runners failed to beat. One 
beneficiary from the slow times and low maxi- 


_mum was Murray Grierson who gyrated up an in- 


evitable firebreak. With no starter motor he 
looked to be there for the duration, but Stewart 
Robertson stopped to assist, thereby keeping 
Murray’s championship hopes alive. 

The final stages saw a determined Cowan stave 
off an assault by MacRae on his third place, 
despite a blown fendarankat on the Colt, while 
Taylor and Gallacher were secure in their places, 
both men having driven superbly in difficult, wet 

Wilson had a somewhat 
subdued drive, but his seventh place leaves him 
with an arithmetical chance of the championship. 

_ The post-Border scores now are MacRae 71, 
Grierson 68, Cowan 64, Gallacher 61, Wilson 58 
and the issue will be settled in three weeks on the 
Tour of the Trossachs, which has been drafted 
into the series. With only 35 stage miles the 
action on that event will be furious from the start. 
Maximum achievable scores are Cowan 79, 
MacRae and Gallacher 76; Grierson 75; and 
Wilson 73. Hence, first or second for Cowan will 
give him the title, but the permutations are 
several. 
1976 Border Rally 
_ B. Taylor/l. Maclver (RS1800), 73.48; 
. Gallacher/|. Muir (RS1600), 75.07; 


B 

D 

A. Cowan/H. McNeil (Colt Lancer), 75.48; 

" cRae/J. Horton (Vauxhall Magnum) 76.24; 


a 


RAC issue mandatory 
points scoring system 


At the last meeting of the RAC Race 
Committee, proposals were consi- 
dered to adopt standardised points 
allocation systems for all commercial 
racing championships in 1977. These 

roposals were adopted by the 


ommittee and henceforth registra- - 


tion of such championships will 
only be granted on acceptance of 
these regulations which are designed 
to simplify the understanding of the 
results. : 
- Changes to the aa iven 
to a competitor who is excluded 
for technical offences have also been 
made: now a “proportional” per- 
centage loss of points rather than 
the arbitrary “two maximums” 
deducted in 1976. This percentage 
loss reflects the effect that such a 
loss has on championships that 
differ considerably on their number 
of qualifying events. The regulations 
are: 
1, For races run without classes, the 
pants scored for every race wi 
e 20-15-12-10-8-6-4-3-2-1. An 
additional two points will be 
awarded for the fastest lap. 
2,.For races run with classes, the 
points scored in every class in 
every race will be as follows: 
4 or more starters in the class: 
1st-4, 2nd-8, 3rd-2, 4th-1; 
3 starters in the class: 1st-3, 2nd- 
2, 3rd-1; 
2 starters in the class: 1st-2, 2nd- 


? 


Points 
confusion 
in Radio One 


It seems that the BBC Radio One 
production saloon car oints 
positions cannot be finalised this 
week as there’s a certain amount of 
disagreement over the number of 
oints gained by John Brindley. 
een followers may remember that 
Brindley, who drives the ex-Jock 


Robertson, Mazda, was deprived of . 


two scores during the series after 
scrutineering at Mallory. Park and 
Ingliston. The series is scored on the 
best 15 rounds out of a total of 21, 
and the dispute is over from which 
score the penalty points are sub- 
tracted. 

The man who’s most affected by 
this is fellow Mazda driver Eric Coo 
who thought he had the class sewn 
up until he read AUTOSPORT last 
week and saw that Brindley had a 
chance of taking the class away from 
him. Cook duly set to to rebuild his 
engine, but it was clearly a rush job 
and the Mazda never featured. Now, 
with Brindley being acclaimed class 
winner after his second place on 
Sunday, Cook is __ protesting 
Brindley’s points position. The 
situation arises after a communique 
from the RAC to points scorer Mike 
Kettlewell after they rescored 
Brindley’s points on their interpre- 
tation of the rules. The matter now 
goes on to the RAC. BS 


@ Nick Crossley, the former Formula 
Four driver of Delta fame and the 
Horseless Carriage Company is 
gomg Monoposto next year. It’s 
currently fitted with a 1000cc 
screamer. 
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1 starter in the class: 1st-1. 

An additional 1 point will be 
awarded for the fastest lap in each 
class. 

3,.The competitor’s final total of 

oints be calculated as fol-’ 
ows according to the total 
number of rounds in a champion- 
ship: 
Up to 10 rounds — discard one 
score; between 11 and 15 rounds 
— discard two scores; over 16 
rounds — discard three scores. 

4, If a competitor is excluded from a 
race as a result of the care oat 
of his vehicle, he will lose 
points and prize money from that 
race, plus 20% of the maximum 
number of points that could be 
scored in the championship. The 
numbers will be rounded up, i.e. 
no decimal points. 

5, If a competitor is excluded from a 

race, he will still count as a starter’ 

and this will not alter the points 
allocation to other competitors in 
relation to the number of starters. 

Points scored by a driver in 

different classes will be totalled 

separately towards his final 

placing. A change of car within a 

class, however, will not affect a 

driver’s points total. 

7, Ties will be resolved in accordance 
with current regulations. 

8, Existing instructions on action 
by Stewards in adjudicating 


a 


technical questions remains. 


Llandow 
for sale 


It seems that SWAC can’t afford the 
bills for work recently heaped on- 
Llandow by the local council... They 
said that a certain number of toilets 
had to be constructed and with a 
cost running into thousands of 
pounds, SWAC have regrettably put 
the circuit up for sale. The decision 
was taken at a recent annual general. 
meeting. : 

It now seems that Wales will lose 
its only racing circuit unless some- 
one comes to its rescue. The BRSCC 
are still willing to run races there 
apparently, although in common 
with most competitors, it would be 
appreciated if the new owners would 
also resurface the track as the 
bumps can only get worse. 


78 in 750F 


This year’s 750F champion is Chris, 
Hague of Ringwood, Hants, who 
won eleven of the 26 rounds of the 
championship in his self-built and de- 
signed Wessex. Proving how popular 
750F racing is, Hague had to beat 78 
other competitors in his quest for the 
championship. Second, with seven 
wins, and a point behind Hague, is 
Tim Green, who designed and built 
his own car up in Malton, Yorks, and 
third was another designer, John 
Giles of Daventry who had three 
wins, but six seconds. 

During the season, lap records 
were broken at. ten different circuits, 
the fastest being at Mallory Park, 
held by Roland Nix at 88.67mph. 
tna pone. 1 Cs Hague 80; 2 ie Grae 

ci ; 2, Tim ; 
7% 3 John Giles. 75. 4. Lyn Evans. 66: 5. Bob 
Sampson .65-: 6. Rofanc Nex. 60. i 


Above and below, the nasty accident to Geoff Smailes during his Formul 
Ford heat at Mallory Park on Sunday. Note the marshals who were hit b 
debris and the flying wheel. 


7. 


————— 


Klebers still in demand — 
RAC act at two circuits 


Kleberness reached its height of 
penidity at Mallory Park at the 
end and a pretty awful 
reflection at Brands too. Prodsports 
raced at Mallory and production 
saloons at Brands. 


The height of it all was at Mallory 
where scrutineers checked cars on 
the grid, but Rod Gretton hung back 
im this non-championship race and 
only took to the grid late, between the 
two and three minute boards. He 
arrived in his TVR too late to be 
checked but watchful scrutineers 
spotted his tyres on the car on the 
grid. However, Gretton’s TVR devel- 
oped mechanical trouble when 
second to Chris Meek and pulled off, 
driving Hi to the transporter 
and almost falling off the ramps. 


Dickinson’s 
Mk 2 Escort 


With his best season for some time 
just finished, Lincolnshire Escort 
driver Tony Dickinson is already pre- 
ee 0 1977 with the building of a, 
oe ame Mk2 Escort saloon into’ 
ich the best of the 1976 car will be’ 
transferred. ; 
As well as much greater mechani- 


cal reliability of his cars and some’ 


quick driving in 1976 Dickinson 
holds one a record: that is the 
support of the same backer for the 
past five seasons and hopes that 
1977 will again see him associated 
with Messrs Pearson, the main im- 

ers of Grimme potatoes ans beet 

vesters (in case you too wondered 
what the name on the red and white 
Escort stood for). 


@ We would like to point out that the 
Autopalace rally was not ahearee 
solely by the North Wales CC but 
jointly by them and Clwyd Vale MC. 


Chris Meek (left) was presented with the Colin Chapman/Latus Trophy by 
een Chapman at Earls Court last week. Meek wins the trophy as most 

cessful Lotus racer in 1976 by taking his Lotus Europa Special to 28 wins, 
one second and one third in 30 prodsport races. 


.RS 
disapproval from Barry Morris, the 


talk to the stewards of the meeting 
to whom he admitted that he was 
using illegal Klebers. They in turn 
took a lenient view and reprimanded 
him although Don Truman was very 
upset with this apparent evasive- 
ness, and other competitors were 
clearly concerned. 

Meanwhile at Brands, rumours 
that competitors were using the V10 
Kleber tubeless tyre met with 


production car. scrutineer. Appar- 
ently competitors were alleged to be 
rubbing off various markings that 
would show the t of tyre so on 
Kleber advice, Morris requested 
various competitors to report with 
mounted tyres so that the Kleber 
man could examine them for texture 
and compound. However, the Kleber 
man then disappeared. 


The two Rs 


in FF2000 again? 


After a season in Indylantic it seems 
that former FF2000 award winner 
Jeremy Rossiter may be returning to 
FF2000 again next year. Rossiter’s 
season has not been all that happy in 
his Chevron, culminating with a 
shunt at Brands Hatch. ~ 

- The plan apparently is that he 
oins his partner in crime, Adrian 
eynard in one of Reynard’s own 
cars, contesting FF2000, although 
nothing definite has been decided as 
yet. We just thought we’d warn you! 


@ Apparently we ommitted to credit ' 


Warwick Printing Company with 
some of the sponsorship of the ladies 
750 race held recently at Snetterton. 
They were joint sponsors with 
Christy’s. Incidently, it appears that 
there may be more of these races as 
some of the ladies were just as quick 
as some of the slower (and more ex- 
perienced) male competitors. 


Derek Warwick — winning again” 


The DL17’s 
penlous 
course 


The course of Hawke’s new DL17 
prototype is a varied one. Derek: 

arwick was the first to drive it in 
racing form, but then it: went on to 
Derek Daly and thence to Rick’ 
Morris this weekend. Morris had 
drama at Brands when the clutch 
went at the start of the race, but 
things were better at Mallory Park 
on the following day when he 


finished second in his heat but failed 
to finish in the all-important 
Townsend Thoresen championship 
points. . 


Derrick Brunt — hit wall 


Manitou 
troubles 


The Manitou BMW team were in a 
bit of trouble over the weekend. 
They were in Kent to contest the; 
final round of the BBC Radio One 
championship and things started to 
go wrong at the end of practice. 

errick Brunt was driving his 3.0 Si 
back to the paddock after practice 
when the brakes failed approaching 
the tunnel and Brunt hit the 
concrete wall rather hard damagi 
the front suspension which panderad 
him a non-starter, although 
apparently he’s been busy this week 
repairing it for Thruxton this 
weekend. 

Meanwhile, team patron Graham 
Miles was suffering an engine on 
only five cylinders noted 0 six and 
resignedly pulled out; unately as 
qubel tna amaill ab bouie. 


Williams’ 
Magnum 


Barrie Williams nearly found himself 
in both the production and Group 
One races at Brands Hatch on 
Sunday. Barrie was in no doubts 
about his regular drive for Bradshaw 
Plant Hire in the G1 race, but prac- 
tised Alan Foster’s Magnum in the 


Barrie Williams — quickest Magnum 


production car race, ending up with a 
ractice time quicker than Gerry 
arshall’s amilton Motors 

example and 4.5s quicker than 


Foster. However, Foster asked for 


the car back again, claiming that the 
race would be his last. ... 


Tunney’s shop 


Ray Tunney, former racing manager 
for Noel Edmonds and mechanic for 
Chris Craft, Jochen Mass, John 
Rhodes and Rallye sport manager 


‘for John Willment has now opened 


his own discount shop. The name is 
Croydon Race and Rally Centre and 
it is at 26 High Street, South Nor- 
wood, London, SE25. Apart from all 
the usual poodle he is also stockin 
Ford Rallye Sport and Britis 
Leyland Special Tuning equipment. 
The telephone number is 01-653 2639 
and the shop is open 6} days a week. 


Harris in 


L&G BMW 


Driving the L and G Fire Protection 
BMW 3.0 Si in the Britax prodica 
saloon car round this Sunday is 
Woody Harris, the partner in the 
firm that prepares the BMW. The 
normal driver is Simon Watson, but 
a recent blow-up proved very costly 
and Watson has only been seen once 
since when he had tyre trouble at 
Mallory Park. Harris is previously 
known for his performances in the 
Genie which he constructed and 
raced in Monoposto very success- 
fully, and also a GT40 which he 
pace very rapidly around the 
ampshire circuit in the wet. 


@ Laurence Jacobsen clinched the 
Lombard Scottish saloon car 
championship at the last meeting at 
Ingliston in his Cuthbertson Dairies 
sponsored Buttercup Imp. Jacobsen 
is to be sponsored by Cuthbertson 

ain next year, as they are 
delighted with their first sponsor- 
ship venture. 


' designed and 


Tony Lanfranchi — broken record. 


Lanfranchi’s 
sixty first (or 
second) win at 
Brands Hatch 


Tony Lanfranchi oq (or sur- 
passed) the Brands Hatch victories 
record at oy, Wien ae took the 
Monorep-prepar ay fair-sponsor- 
ed Oper ¢ Siimodoss to yet another 

uction car win in the BBC Radio 


e production saloon car race. 


Lanfranchi, who enters his 21st 
season ‘of motor racmg on Boxing 


Day this year, walked away with the 


race, despite having a bent valve 
which meant no compression under 
5000 revs. ; 

The record for wms was formerly 
held by Don Parker (of trailer fame) 
on 61 wins, and this Ton 
equalled on Sunday, but the possible 
62 wins arises out of a win that Rod 
Birley was deprived of earlier in the 
season. 


Lloyd is F1300 
champion 


Phil Lloyd is this year’s F1300 
champion after a 22 race series in 
which a total of 73 competitors took 
part, once again showing the 
popularity of low cost racing. 

loyd had eight wins in a car 
uilt himself and 

wered by a 1.2 engine. Second was 
Bendon’s Vic Waterhouse in a 1.3 
powered Mallock U2 with four wins 
and third was Jim Ravenscroft in the 
Messer. 


F1300 National championship, final positions: 1, 
Phil Lloyd, 80; 2, Vic Waterhouse, 3, Jim 
Ravenscroft, 77; 4, Bob Davis, 73; 5, John Allen, 
63; 6, Steve Collier, 62. 


Championship 
positions 


Simoniz special saloon car championship, final 
i over 1300cc: 1, Nick Whiting, 94; 2, 
ony Sugden, 51; 3, Colin Hawker, 37; 4, Tony 


Rosen. 20. 1001cc to 1300cc: 1, Graham Goode, 
73. 2. Tony Wi 43, 3, Peter Baldwin, 39; 
4 David Smith, 17. 


Mike Thompson, 53 2. Derek 42.3, Wi 
= 2> 4. Howerd Drake Php Bulimen. 15 6. 


certainly « 


Hinde uses 
Elan power 


A fine second half performance 
during which he was able to use the 
full B ihabad -of his Elan gave Mike 
Hinde overall victory at the Salis- 
pry and Shaftesbury round of the 
BTRDA production car trial cham- 
oe at Mere near Warminster 
ast Sunday. 

Hinde trailed Malcolm Brown 
(Sprite) by 10 marks at the lunch 
break but came back to win the 
event outright with a loss of 78 
marks while Brown, unable to match 
the blasting power of the Elan, took 
his Sprite into second overall on 85 
marks. 

Geoff Spencer was back to form in 
the Mini class. In his Cooper he 
dropped 59 marks to beat Peter 
Higgins — still getting the hang of 
his Mini — by eight marks with Alan 
Terry a good third, one behind 


Higgins. 

The established stars of the front 
engined/rear wheel drive class were 
ru ely awakened when Roger Brick- 
nell brought his Anglia eat from 
Cornwall to soundly beat Messrs 
Mike Stephens and Dennis Wells. 
Bricknell lost 106 marks — he was 
three adrift of Stephens at the 
halfway point — while a somewhat 
erratic Stephens finished 16 marks 
in arrears but ten ahead of the Skoda 
of Wells. 

The sports car clas 
contest, apart from 


was no 
de and 


Brown for Jim Loveday (Midget): 


was 19 marks off the pace. In con- 
trast, the rear engined/rear wheel 
drive class — with 13 entries — wasa 
right tussle. After trailing the Carr 
ily By five. marks, Colin 
Valentine brought his Stiletto home 
to a class win by three marks. He 
dropped 128 overtaking Edgar 
Wadsworth (Steyr Puch) who was 
second while Robert (the son) and 
David Carr were third and fourth. 


Overall: M. Hinde (Elan), 78 marks lost. 

Class winners: G. SF ed (Cooper), 59; R. 
Bricknell (Anglia), 106; M. Brown (Sprite), 85; C. 
ae (Stiletto), 128; M. Hazléwood (Dellow), 


4) 
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@ That congenial Formula Ford hard 
tryer Doug Wood epparently needs 
to be ‘up against it’. In his 
Saturday at Brands Hatch, he was 
totally left on the grid in his agein 
Elden but once push started, 
climbed back up to a creditable 
eighth, and then had the same sort of 
drive in the final and finished 
seventh. 


-@ A new car expected in Monoposto 


next year is the Cougar, a car origin- 
ally built for F3 and now in the 
hands of Fred Smith who intends to 
use it in the Register’s events next 
year. 


‘@ The first of the Silverstone sprints 


takes place this Saturday when the 
MGCC are in charge. The entry is 
very varied with such cars as TVR,. 
AC Cobra, Jaguar XK120, Davrian, 
Allard, Lotus 69 and lots of MGs. 
The first run starts 12 noon. 


@The Longton Autocross and DMC 
has been won by Dick Keen, who has 
maximum paints, Second is David 
Stock and third John Hopwood. 


@ The Monoposto register are plann- 


| ing a ten-race programme for For- 


Junior after their _ limited 


eat on. 


‘event, a round 


$ 


home, suffering from a fading clutch. 


In the Weston Woods close to 
Chipping Camden in the Gloucester- 
shire countryside, the SUNBAC ran 
their Shell Cup sporting trial last 
Sunday. Counting as an RAC round 
and a Semperit/BTRDA event, the 
top contenders met to do battle for 
vital points and soon the Cotswold 
stones were rolling as hungry wheels 
ate their way into the steep slopes. 
Julian Fack, set on winning the RAC 
crown, led after the first round of ten 
hills with a seven score with the 
unrelated Pollards, Charles and 
Hugh, next, both on 8. Tony 
Harrison, the country squire from 
Brierly was only one mark away in 
his Kincraft, the same score as Reg 


Allen passengered by his daughter 


Janet Brise. They were followed by 
Colin Taylor, 10, Gordon Jackson, 
be Robin Jager, 14 and Jack Pearce, 
1 : 


After lunch, two rounds of a tigh- 


With championship leaders Mike 
Pattison/Dave Taylor ee their 
Escort out of the event shortly after 
the interval, and current second 
pros man at halfway, Graham 

avies putting brother Howard’s 
Escort through a hedge, victory last 
Saturday night on the Red Dragon 
rally in South West Wales went to 
Bill Gwynne/Howard Moore. 

At the end of an eventful night 
made more difficult by some flooding 
and exceedingly treacherous condi- 
tions on some classic roads in Pem- 
brokeshire and Carmarthenshire, 
Gwynne and Moore scored a run- 
away victory in their RS2000 with 
penalties of 12m 56s. 

Second overall were Mick 
Bryant/Dave Kirkham in their 
RS1800 on 17m 35s and third, on the 
of the Motoring 


News championship were Cyril 
Bolton/Nigel Raeburn in _ their 
eoper on 18m 12s. 

ith brother Howard’s wife 


giving birth to a daughter during the 
rally, Graham Davies and Phil Jones 
disputed the lead with Pattison and 
Taylor in the first half with Gwynne 
some way behind in third place. 
After the accident — a gentle roll by 
Pattison, which partially blocked the 
road — Davies was the first on the 
prem sheiia anaae field. 
a into am 
Ted Cowell reappeared with his 


Reg Allen took a fine second in the Cotswolds but had to follow Julian Fack 


-mile route were 


Fack forges on and on 


ter nature soon got underway. Tony 
Harrison was best with a nine and 
took the lead from Julian Fack who 
went round in 12. Reg Allen, 13, 
headed Gordon Jackson, 15, with 
Charles Pollard and Jack Pearce 
next sharing 17. 

The third and final round saw 
Tony Harrison fade to fourth with a 
28 and Julian Fack take a well de- 


‘ served victory by rounding off a con-' 


sistent day with a final fling of 14. 

Reg Allen, after being pushed to 
the last hill due to a fading clutch 
was also on 14 for the last round to 
take a popular second overall, just 
ahead of third placeman Gordon 
Jackson who had the best final 
round of 12, and, incidently, helped 
to push Allen to the last hill — but it 
was a sporting trial. 

1, Julian Fack (impunity), 33; Reg Allen 
Kincraft), 36; 3, Gordon Jackson (Ibex), 39; 4, 


ony Harrison eet 46; 5, Jack Pearce 
(Kincraft), 56; 6, Charies Pollard (Kincraft), 59. 


Gwynne beats Bryant 


-RS2000 suitably repaired to finish 


fourth with Colin Francis on 21m 17s 


while fifth place went to Eric 


'Davies/David Jones in their usual 
.RS2000 on 238m 0s, Davies finding” 


that racers were not quite the thing 
on the night. 

The leaderboard was completed by 
Doughy Roe/Peter Forrester in 
another RS2000 only one second 
behind Davies. They both sighed 
with relief at the finish for, on the 
preier two Red Dragons, they had 

ad expensive retirements. 

Best semi-expert crew on the Port 
Talbot MC’s slightly reduced 175 
avid Wilkes/Paul 
Copner in an Escort TC on 31m 10s 
for eighth place. The novice award 
went to the Mexico crew of Chris 
Young/Chris Holt on 49m 53s while 
Peter Reynolds and Lynn Jenkins 
(Mexico) took the award for best 
Port Talbot members in thirteenth 
place on 41m 58s. 


@ Although we eg ‘Valli’s’ 
engine as being 80bhp, apparently 
this would be without foundation as 


the car has never been on a brake. 
This week the engine will be 
pean by ha C es aes 
expense) so that it’s prov ¥ 
Incidentally, although Chris Meds 
engine has been examined on a 
number of occasions, he made the 
pets hat the TY Rs have nosek: bate 


Wurz Golf | 


yenwors ~ 


ee 


A 


The 1974 European Rallycross 
champion, Franz Wurz, is going back 
to Volkswagen again next year. He 


won the series in 1974 in a Beetle and - 


then changed to a Stratos for the 
current year, but next year he returns 
to Volkswagen to contest the series 
in a VW Golf Ti teamed up with his 
former team-mate in the Memphis 
team, Herbert Grunsteidl. 


Edmonds 
hosts quiz 


Noel Edmonds will be hosting an 
evening of films, quiz and motoring 
at Hemel Hempstead this Friday 
evening when he visits the Motor- 

rt Fiesta at the new Dacorum 
Sorts Centre. 

Motoring charities will benefit 
from the evening when a team of 
highly intelligent’ racing drivers 

ii be challenging the Vauxhall 
Motors Recreation Club (Motoring 
Section) to a lighthearted quiz. The 


Vauxhall motors team won a series: 


organised by the Bucks and Herts 
Newspaper group. There will be exhi- 
bits from Vauxhall, Citroen, Fiat, 
Alfa Romeo, Datsun, Leyland, 


Volvo, Honda, and Renault. The 


show is open from 5 pm to 10.30 pm 
on Friday and 9.30 am to 6 pm on 
Saturday with a free film show. 


Dat Venue 
Oct 29/31 | France 
Oct 31 Hockenheim, Germany 
Oct 31 Manfield, New Zealand 


ritish events 
Dete Venue Event Status Club 
é e 
Oct: 30 whe alge nr Torporley, Sprint R Longton & DMC 
eshire 
Oct 30 Silverstone, nr Towcester, Sprint  R MGCC _ o 
Gare d, nr York Raylor Rally — Castrol/A Esso Unifi 
Oct 30 ~astle Howard, nr Yor Rai N York MC 09.00 aylor Rally — Castrol/Autosport, Esso Unifio, 
ri : . sa ces arer Ne, cwac 
Oct 30/31 eatr Clwyd, Mo! Rall R Che MC _ art! _ , Motoring News, ’ 
(MR117/2416494) , wie “ANWCC Championships 
Oct 30/31 Bottisham, nr Cambridge Rally Cc CSMA (NELG 11.00 Noreaster Rally : 
Oct 30/31 Hartford Motors, Banbury, Rally R Mid Thames 23.00 Europat Rally 
(MR151/450409) 
Oct 30/31 Heatherbrae Garage, Leebotwood, Rally c Monarch AC 23.01 Pioneer Raily 
F c yo SHetton d R id Rall 
Oct 30/31 . C. Greens, Ware Road, Rall c MC 23.31 ipspeed Rally 
Hertford (MR166/146134) : eet mores " 
Oct 31 — ; Rally R Sixty & Worcs MC a Wyvern Stages Rally — AWMMC/WAMC Championship 
Oct 31 Greens Garage, Rainham, Kent ’ Rally R Maidstone & MKMC = Uniflo Grasshopper Rally eS 
Oct 31 Thruxton, nr Andover, Hants Race Meeting Cc BARC 13.00 BP Super Visco F3, DJM Records FF1600, Britax ° 
Production Saloons, Forward Trust Special Saloons, 
Snetterton, nr Thetford T wricend Thoresen EF1600, ee Hitachi Sal 
31 netterton, nr Thetford, Race Meeti 13.30 ownsen joresen F ee, Hitachi Saloons, 
=> Norfolk ees 8 pate TEAC Mini 7's 
Oct 31 Canyards Hills, Bradfield, , Sporting Triat R Sheffield & 10.36 High Peak Sporting Trial 
nr Sheffield Hallamshire MC 
Oct 31 Ellington Autocross R Tynemouth & DMSC = = 
Oct 31 Autocross Cc Caithness CC a = 


SUIS CAL! C ie oS ae 


Brown’s 


Inquiry ) 


Prodsports driver Gerry Brown 
would like to hear from anyone who 
saw the accident between himself 
and Tony Brewer at Oulton last 
Saturday. Brown’s MGB and 
Brewer’s Morgan 4/4 came into 
contact at Old Hall on the tenth lap 
of the prodsports race and crashed 
heavily into the bank. Brown says 
that Brewer came through on the 
inside and smote his MGB, and 
although initially bruised due to seat 
belts, was otherwise unhurt. Brown 
would particularly like to see 
pictures or film of the incident and 
can be contacted at Berkhamsted 
2718. 


ASM team 
go Clubmans 


The ASM Modsports team are going 
Clubmans next year. The dynamic 


duo, Andy Smith, who drives an. 


Elan, and Kenny Allen who has a 
Clan, are contesting the Northern 
Clubmans championship next year 
‘after a number of succes sft seasons 
in modsports. Kenny Allen has 


bought David Manley’s Mallock U2. 


Mk17B while Smith is also reported 
to be shopping for a Clubmans car. 
They’re ex 
well as Clubmans in 1977. 


@ Matthew Argenti was reported to 


have lost a wheel ten days ago at° 


Brands Hatch, but this, we’re told, 
was not true, Matthew rubbed 
wheels with Derek Daly and got a 
puncture and it was the tyre that 


ultimately came off the rim, not the 


wheel coming off altogether. 


@ Qwners of T56/59 Coopers pos- 
sibly intending using them for For- 


mula Junior will be interested to 


know that Specialised Mouldings 
still have the original body moulds. 
The person to contact is T. Broad. 


iternational events mam 


Event . 


Rallye de St-Amand-es-Eaux — European Rally Championship for 


Drivers 


European Championship for Grand Touring Cars 
F5000 


ted to contest libre as 


WWUCACIIY SNUEL 


THRUXTON 
is weekend it’s finals day at 


Thruxton and what a fine day’s 
racing it looks as though the BARC 


- will have. There are four cham- 


pionships still to be decided, of which 
the most important is the BP Super 
Visco Formula 3 championship 
where Rupert Keegan arrives with a 
three point lead over Bruno 
Giacomelli. Giacomelli has proved to 
be the fastest man at Thruxton, so 
Rupert will be trying all he can to 
ensure his position at the head of the 
championship. It’s really a Hunt and 
Lauda situation all over again, but 


‘this time, of course, there’s Conny 


Anderson to mess things up: and 
ap. 


Then there’s the exciti JIM 
Records final where both Rod 
Bremner and Derek Warwick (the 
European Formula Ford champion) 
tie on points after 19 rounds! There’s 
nothing in it; could you have a better 
situation? Then there’s the Forward 


_also there’s a point for fastest 


‘Trust special saloon ae 


where in the 1000 plus series, Nic 
Whiting and Graham Goode are just 


two points apart, with Nick ahead. 


Whiting’s in the over 1300cc class in 


his 2.0 Escort, but his opposition is ' 


considerable with such drivers as 
Gerry Marshall in Baby Bertha and 
Vince Woodman’s 3.4 Cologne Capri, 
while Goode has less opposition in 
the 1.3 class despite the presence of 
Phil Winter. The Forward Trust 
1000 special saloons are in the same 


race, so there should be plenty to~ 


watch. 

Final championship to be decided 
is the BARC’s popular Modsports 
series where John Cooper in the 
Porsche has 55 points, Bristol’s Ian 
Hall has 52 in his MiniJem and 
Dave Bettinson has 50 in the 
Caterham Super 7, but little would 
seem to be in the way of the flying 
Cooper. 
rogramme is completed by 
the FF-engined Clubmans whose 
Oceanair champion Alex Ferrada 


Farthing, his brother Steve and Dud 
Moseley who'll all be among the 
field. Finally there’s a Britax pro- 
duction saloon car round but there 
are championship points protests 
outstanding. However, there’s a 
good field, and Gerry Marshall in a 
3.0 BMW against such drivers as 
Brian Pepper and Tony Lanfranchi 


“Secretaries of The Meeting are requested to send details of all forthcoming events to Miss Linda McRae, AutosporPéastorial. Haymerket Pubssteng Ltd Regent House. 5462 Regent Sveet. London WIAZYD 


| should be worth seeing. 


There are excellent entries for all 
the races, and it looks as though 
there should be some really superb 
racing to round off the Thruxton 
championship season. Racing starts 
at 1 pm with practice from 9 am. See 
you there. 


‘SNETTERTON 


TEAC put on what they call their 
‘Magnificent Seven’ this Sunday 
when they run seven races, the most 
important of these being the 
penultimate round of the Townsend 
Thoresen Formula Ford series. 
Kenny Gray was so close to winning 
this series last year, and, despite 
starting late in the season, has 
caught up this year magnificently 
and goes to Snetterton challenging 
David. Kennedy for the lead. 
Kennedy had a large accident last 
weekend at Mallory, and will be 
pushed to get a car together for the 
- race, but among his competitors will. 
be Don Sobering, Trevor van 
Rooyen, David Lang, Mario 
Ferraris, Mike Blanchet, Derek Daly 
{another to crash last weekend) and 
Matthew Argenti. 7 
Twenty cars are entered for the 
Formula Vee thrash which is better 
than of late, and the Hitachi one litre 
special saloon car field features Jeff 
Ward, Rob Mason, Cliff Watts and 
Rupert Long’s new car plus David - 
Enderby and the other competitive 
one litre and 850 exponents. The 
unlimited saloon car race sees such 
cars as Doug Emms’ 6.1 Camaro 
against Tony Sugden’s 1.8 Escort 
and various Minis such as those of 
Peter Baldwin and Jon Mowatt, 
while the final.race is that for the 
TEAC Mini Se7en championship 
with quick “bins” for Bob Addison, 
Martin Moorhead, Bob Vanson and 
Jim Mancey, all in contention. 
Practice is from 9.30 am and 
racing starts at 1.30 pm. 


‘ 


| @ One unfortunate non-starter in the 
leaves a good battle open for Don 


Formula Ford race on Saturday at 
Brands Hatch was Mike Blanchet 
whose Lola was suddenly enveloped 
in flames on tn: ca the 
Jerseyman wisely pulling off near a 
marshals post and escaping unhurt. 
The engine and electrical leads were 
quite badly burnt and damaged but 

lanchet hopes to be out this 
weekend. 
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